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INTRODUCTION. 



I AM not aware that the western shores 
of Africa have yet been visited by any 
travellers for the avowed purpose of 
making discoveries, at least in those 
parts situated between Cape Palmas 
and the River Congo; and the few 
works published relative to these coun- 
tries, have been written by men (what^ 
ever their education or powers of dis- 
crimination may have been) who had 
duties of a higher personal interest to 
perform, and which left them but little 
time to make scientific researches. In 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

this part of Africa, therefore, as well 
as in the interior, there is a wide field 
for the enKghtened traveller to explore; 
and should these sketches be found 
serviceable to him, in the pursuit of 
objects valuable to science, part of 
the author's intention of laying them 
before the pubUc, will be answered. 

In the selection of a place for co- 
lonization in Africa, the members com- 
posing the African Institution, it is too 
well known, have be^n peculiarly un- 
fortunate. The insalubrity of the air 
of Sierra Leone is almost become pro- 
verbial, and those going there are 
considered by many as embarking for 
the next world ; it is therefore much 
to be apprehended, that one of the 
benevolent purposes for which that 
settlement was originally founded, will 
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INTRODUCTION. V 

be frustrated. Hence, in the course 
of these remarks I have endeavoured 
to point out a place suitable for esta- 
blishing a colony of the negroes cap- 
tured on board of contraband slave 
ships. In facty there is not along the 
whole line of coast, extending from 
Cape Palmas, where these remarks 
commence, to the River Congo, em- 
bracing an extent of five hundred 
leagues, one place that has come 
under, my observation, so pecuharly 
well adapted for that purpose, as the 
one to which I allude, and for the 
reasons adduced in the course of this 
work. 

The trade in the productions of the 
soil of Africa, having of late greatly 
increased, more especially in conse- 
quence of the final abolition of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

slave trade oh the western ' shored of 
Africa, north of the equator, I have 
given, in the appendix, a statement of 
such articles, both of Indian and Eu- 
ropean manufacture, as are suitable 
to barter for gold, ivory, and palm- 
oil; as also the current pricesj^ for 
which they are generally bought in 
Europe, and bartered in Africa. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Cape Palmas— Foley's Rock^ and opimon respecting it— i 
Bereby— Drewin — St. Andrew's — Cape Lahoo^ town 
and river-^Bassams, great and little— Assinee— 
Appolonia— British forts on the Grold Coast— Fan- 
tees, their enstoms-— <Chambas, or Duncos, their 
character. 

CHAPTER II. 

Dahomy— <jrewhe, the trading town — Ports: French 
English, and Portuguese-.-Govemor Abson — King 
of Dahomy — Miraculous escape of a French sailor 
from drowning — Country surrounding Grewhe, de- 
scribed — Fisherman and alligator— -A^t»—*Hyena8 : 
mode of tddng them— Batsh— Singular Customs— « 
Ardrah ; the road to it : the country described— Tarn- 
mata, a wealthy trade^— JVi^rkets— Maiia£Mstaire»— 
Indusjtry of the inhabitants— Hio : its extent— The 
Hio people described — ^Natives of Houssa-^Badi^ry 
—•Lagos — ^Cradoo lake— Trade of Lagesj ouatoms; 
population— *King Cootry: his levee; his fetiche— 
The devil's visits to Lagos : its poHcy — Hippopotami 
—•Alligators : a large one killed by a watering party 
—Medium of exchange— Jaboos : their country and 
industry. 

CHAPTER III. 

Benin-f^^Gatto creek — ^The capital of Benin ; interview 
with the king ; dancing women; customs of the oa« 



Digitized by 



Google 



via CONTENTS. 

tivea ; population ; affinity to the Heboos ; ' their na- 
tional mark— The Creek, or Jo people ; salt — "Sew 
Town— Warre; journey there; manufactures; popu- 
lation; audience with the king, his dress; relics 
of Catholicism; a peep into the king's seraglio ; houses 
—Bonny; great market for slaves — Heboos; num- 
ber exported ; fairs where they are sold ; their cha- 
racter — King Pepple — ^New Calabar — Fetiche, or 
Jew Jew — John Africa — Old Calabar — Camaroons^— 
Gaboon — Climate — Smokes — The island of Fcman- 
dipo— Princes— ^St. Thomas — ^Annabona — Majumbk ; 
singular appearance of the natives — King Cole — Ma- 
lemba; the town; comparative salubrity of its cli- 
mate: local advantages for colonizing — Natives; 
their character. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Seasons— Harmattan : the(»y concerning it— -Trade and 
productions of Africa — ^Language — Religion-Climate 
— Civiii^E&tkia of the inhabitants : opinion concerning 
it— Niger : remarks on the various opinions concern- 
ing its termination-— Greological observations— Rivers 
—Quadrupeds — Birds — Insects. 

APPENDIX. 

General observations relative to the African trade — 
Description of a vessel suitable for the palm-oil trade, 
and outfit — GToods suitable to barter for gold and ivory 
on the Gk>ld Coast, extending from Palmas to the river ' 
Volta — Ditto for ivory, palm-oil, &c. at Popo, Wy- 
dah, Ardrah^ Badagry, and Lagos— Ditto for ditto» 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. IX 

«t Benin and Warr^ — Ditto for ditto^ at Bonny — 
Ditto for a small cargo of ivory and barwopd> at Am- 
brize> Cabenda> Mafemba> Loango> and Majumba-— 
Abstract of a cargo suitable to purchase 100 tons of 
palm-oil> at Calabar^ at 14/. per ton — Camaroons for 
one ton of ivory^ valued at 200^ — ^At Cape Lahoo^ and 
neighbouring places^ to purchase mie t6n of ivory- 
Remarks on goods suitable to barter in Africa : India 
Cotton goods^ vix. Blue Bafts; Bejutapaut8> blue and . 
red; Chelloe; Niccanee; Fhotaes; Tapsail; N^ani« 
pauts; Abbaphotae^ cr Tcm Coffee Romal; Bonny 
Blue Romal; Tape Romal; Abang Romal; Quaducker 
Romal; Asshantee; Hair Romals ; Red Dane Ro- 
mals; Allijars> Sastracundies> and Calawapores; 
White Bafts> or Gurrahs; Hoo-hoos; Chollets; 
Chintz^ Patna^ and Deva^gree ; Guinea Stuff-^In« 
diaSilks^viz. Taffity; Cuttenee; Sarry; Bandanna; 
Lungee Handkerchief; Pullicat ditto— English Ma« 
nuiactured Cotton Goods^ viz. Chintz: Photaes^ 
Cushtees^ and Romals; Blue Bafts; AUijar Cottons 
Silesias^-WodUen Goods^ viz. Half-Says; Green and 
Yellow Ells; Moor Blue Cloth; Baize^ blue; 
Worsted Caps; Hats— %irits^ viz. Rum; FVench 
Brandy— Gunpowder; Guns; Tobacco; Ditto South 
American^ or Brazil; Salt; Iron; LeadBars; Brass 
Pan8> Neptunes^ and Kettles; Cowries; Beads; 
Hardware^ and Earthenware. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ERRATA. 

Pige69 line 4^ roofs read roof. 

76 .... 20 far unnecesstry read necessary. 

83 ..•• iiybr Eyeotvoui Hk). 

84 .... \^f&r Eyeo read Hto. 
107 .... «Sybr thirty read thirteen. 
191 . • • • lb/or topmast read topmasts. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digiti 



zed by Google. ',*JB 




L 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



REMARKS, 



CHAPTEB I. 

Cape Palmas^-Coley's Rock^ and (pinion respecting it-^ 
Bereby — ^Drewin — St. Andrew's — Cape Lahoo^ town 
and river — ^Bassams^ great and little — ^Assinee— « 
Appolonia — British forts on theOold Coast — Fantees^ 
their customs — Chambas^ or Buncos^ their character. 

Cape Palmas lies in latitude 4^ 30' north 
and longitude 7° 30' west of Greenwich. 
Off the cape there_^i8 a reifef, in the inside of 
which, and near the shore, small vessels may 
anchor. To the westward of Cape Palmas, 
a rock was discovered by Captain Coley, of 
the ship Queen,, of London, in the year 1794, 
and the account which he gave of it and its 
bearings, is as follows: ^'Two high trees 
above Grarraway, bearing north five leagues, 
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2 CAPE PALM AS. 

pitch of Cape Palmas, £. N. E. six and a 
half leagues. On the top of the rock I 
found ten feet water^ and it tapers down 
to seven fathoms, as close as you can chuck 
a biscuit. The depth of water, after clear- 
ing the rock is thirteen fathoms.*** 

The natives of the Cape are poor and in- 

* The distance which captain Coley has estimated 
this rock to be from the land^ must certainly be errone- 
ous^ because neither Oarraway, nor Cape Palmas^ would 
be visible from the quarter-deck of his vessel^ at the 
distances which he has given ; and it is to be presumed^ 
that he took the bearings of the land from his boat^ when 
sounding on the rock. From Grarraway to Gape Palmas^ 
iftdufing both these plaoeft^ the land is so very low> that^ 
In approtdiiag it from the sea> the trees growing on it 
are first visible above the horizon^ and have the appear- 
ance of a fleet of ships. Therefore^ if he took the 
bearings and distance of the rock from the boat^ a line 
dx^wn from his eye« and tenninating at the distance of 
five leagues, would require sm objeot to be IffOfeet high 
to b^ seen at that point; and &t the distance of six and 
a half leagues, an object 180 feet high would be requi- 
site for the same purpose^ supposing the atmosphere to 
be unnsally dear, which is by no itieans common on dits 
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BEREBT* — ST. ANDREW's — ^DREWIN. 3 

oflfenBive, and live principally by fisbiAg. 
They sometimes bring off to vessels a small 
quantity of ivory, and Malagetta pepper. 

Berebt is situated on the margin of a bay, 
in which boats can generally land, as there 
is a prelecting point of Ismd which breaks 
off the sea. The natives sell a little ivcwry. 

St. Andrew^s and Dre win. The people 
here have a small quantity of ivory, for 
which they always wish an exorbitant price. 

The town of Cape Lahoo is built on a 
narrow peninsula of sand formed by the sea 
and river, and may consist of 150 houses, 
containmg a population of seven or eight 
hundred aouls. The Dutch, at a former 
period) carried on here a considerable trade 
in daw« and ivory, particularly in the 
latter, inwhiic^ article the Lahoo people 
have always dealt largely. 

As the trade with Europeans is carried 

part of the coast of A£rica ; and the highest trees here 

have not an apparent altitude exceeding fifty or sixty 

feet / 

B 2 
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4 CAPE LAHOO. 

on on board their vessels, but few of them 
ever go on shore, and I was in consequence 
anxious to pay the town a visit. On making 
my intention known to the natives, they 
seemed much gratified, and placed me in 
one of their best canoes for that purpose; 
from which we landed, without being much 
wet, the surf on the shore being moderate. 
I was taken to thie chiefs house, who treat- 
ed me with much attention, kindness, and 
hospitality: but the beautiful tropical pic- 
ture which the river at this time presented, 
would have amply repaid me for my trouble, 
if I had had no other cause for being pleased 
with my journey. This little river, after 
bending its course from the north to the 
back of the town, runs to the eastward a 
few hundred yards, parallel to the sea- 
shore, and then joins the sea. Its mouth is 
narrow, and choked with hard sand, on- 
which the sea breaks with great violence, 
so as to render it very dangerous, either for 
boats or canoes to approach its entrance. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAPE LAHOO. 5 

It was now the dry season, its stream almost 
pellucid, and its surface so tranquil, that 
the graceful palms which adorn its banks 
were reflected from its surface as from a 
mirror J and a few canoes, in which people 
were employed fishing, gave animation to 
the scene. The town formed the fore- 
ground, and a cluster of large ceiba and 
other trees, the screen to this interesting 
tropical picture. A boundless expanse of 
ocean placed within a few hundred yards of 
it, on which I had toiled npijany years, and a 
foaming surf rolling in upon the shore, 
formed a striking contrast to the tranquiflity 
and beauty of the landscape spread out be- 
fore me, which gave it charms that, in my 
eyes, it might not otherwise have had. 

Men, women, and children, accompa- 
nied me when I went to vifew the entrance 
of the river, and I was much surprised to 
see many of the females approaching the 
adult age, in a state of nudity, as compared 
with those of their own sex and age living 
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cm the Gold Costst, and without seeming 
at all (XMiscious of the indecency of their 
appearance. 

TTie form of government i« patriarchal, 
aldiou^ a man named Antonia appeared 
to exercise the greatei^ authority ; he wa^ 
at this time labouring under a diseased sto» 
inach, in consequence of having taken a 
do&e of tiie tincture of cantfaarides^ admi- 
nistered to him by the surgeon of a vessel, 
to whom he had complained of impotenoa 

After spending a few boots on shore, I 
embarked in a canoe, vras upset in the sur^ 
and swam through it to the boat, lying a 
&w yards outside the breakers; an (dd man, 
apparently seventy years of years, swam 
alongside of me, to secure me from the 
danger dT being drowned; and as soon as 
he had seen me safe in the boat, imme- 
diately returned to the shore. These peo- 
ple, like those of the windward coasl^ are 
almost am{^ibious. 

The places of trade lying between C^e 
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BASSAMaK-A88INB«>— AFFOLONIA. 7 

Lahoo and ApppkHiin, wtfi Jack h9boo. 
Great and Little Bassam, ai3Kl Assiliee; j$H^ 
the latter three pkcte much gold and ivorjr 
is obtained, the forflaer of a very sii^i^or 
quality. The trade sjq gold i$ also conri^ 
derable at AppolotiiE, where the most ff^U 
em Britisdi fort is situated^ SmM cattle 
are sometimes to be purchased very diQa|> 
at Jack Iahoo> and also, at Ja<^-a^aiQk; 
besides yams and palm oil. The . iatter 
pboe is a jfew mites to the eastward oif the 
fermer. 

The British forts on ibe Gold Coast att 
Dixoore, a &w miles to leeward of Cape^- 
three^PointS) said near a small break in the 
land, which may be called a cove, and ixma 
whkh no doubt the name in past odgi* 
isatbd. It is capable of sheltering a few 
boats of fifteen or twenty tons bartfaeo, and 
is valuable as being the odiy place on the 
Gold Coast where cmft can be repaired 
Much gold, <if a fhie quality, is also ok- 
taimed here* 
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SuccuNDi^ and CoMEKDA are insigiufi- 
cant places, and of no value for eidier 
military or comniercial purposes. 

Cape Coast Castle is the re^ence of 
the commander-in^duef, and is in lat. 5^ & 
north, and 1^ 3^ west of Greenwich. 

AifNAMABoo, Tantum, Winnebah, and 
Accra, constitute the remainder of the 
British settlements, or forts on the Gold 
Coast. 

Aknamaboo iaten miles to the eastward 
of Cape Coast, and is the great mart cm the 
Gold Coast where the trade in slaves has 
been carried on for a long period. Here is 
a fortification, the defences of which are 
good, and which is entrusted to the care of 
an officer next in rank to the commander- 
in-chief, and who is also vice-president of 
the counciL 

The fort, which is quadrangular, is built 
on the extreme margin of the shore, the sea 
washing the foot of the southern boundary 
wall, and the town of Annamaboo, taking 
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THE GOLD COAST. 9 

the form of a crescent, embraces it f die 
honis of which come dose to the sea, one 
to the east, and the other to the west, of Hm 
fort; a ledge of rocks lying immediately in 
iront of it» and a few yards from the s^ore» 
forms a good bres^-w^ter, which enables 
the natives to laundi their canoes, and also 
to land merchandise from them with tol^ra* 
ble safety, except when the sea runs very 
high. 

Hie p<^nlati(m of the town may amount 
to three or four thousand persons, many of 
whom have become opulent in consequence 
oftiieir extensive commercial dealings) and 
among them are a number of men denomi* 
nated gold-takers, who claim a kind of he- 
reditary right to act in such capacities on 
board all vessels that arrive for the purposes 
of trade. This right is founded on the 
long established custom, of the traders who 
first visit a vessel becoming the gold-takers 
for that vessel, whether the number be two, 
three, or six ; except in the case of the 
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10 BRITISH FORTS OX 

captaiii haviiig befi)r« traded at Annama- 
booy either as cabin-boy or captain^ when 
the gold-takers of the ship in which he be«» 
fore sailed become the privileged persons^ 
and claim the distinction and emoluments 
as gdd-takers, on the present, as wellas on 
all future^ voyages he may have occasdoitto 
make on the Gold Coas<^ The duties of 
their office are to settle all dilutes arising 
in the course of trade between the natives 
and the captains; and they are also re- 
sponsible fbr the quality of the gold received 
in barter^ which is weighed and examined 
minutely by persons deputed by them, and 
who constantly reside on board the vessels 
fbr that express purpose* Tlie emoluments 
arising to them for these services, consist of 
a quantity of merchandise, o£ the value of 
SL, denominated their sea-cfoth's, which is 
given to them immediately on the vessel's 
arrival ; and when her lading is completed, 
they are paid one acky of gold for each 
slave received on board. Their deputies 
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THE GOLD COAST. 11 

also receive monthly pay and subsistence 
nrhilst officiating. Some o€ these goldr 
takecs are sagacious fellows, and keenob- 
servehSi who soon find out the weak side of 
a man, and treat him accordii^y. They 
have always a bye name for each £uro(»ean, 
arising firom what they conceive to be a 
moral vice, or a physical deformity. One 
man they call cheegwoi or red head} an^ 
other^ pockwfn^pockwmi or long chin ; a third, 
umpfnteshu^ or, dcm't spit upon dedc; a 
fourth, c^crocOii or big; and a tall thki 
man^ tsbi isin bm, or long fy low ; a hypo- 
Cjtite, dada f an avarkious man, acacuffMOi 
or, a little more. 

One day, a vain, consequentfcd captsuii 
was giving hknself ^irs, and abusing <me of 
his gdld-take^S) a sly old fellow, who hap^ 
pened to know by report something of his 
family connexions in En^and, otte of whoa^ 
was a plmnber. The old man, after look- 
ing at him with the most inefiable contempt, 
said to him, with great emphasis — " Who 
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12 BRITISH FORTS ON 

you ? You &ther no make lead bar.* You 
be big man? You no big! You family 
nobody!" Then, snapping his fingers in 
his face, coolly marched over the ship's side 
into his canoe. Some of the officei^ and 
ship's company were present, and very 
much enjoyed the mortification which their 
ostentatious commaiider suffered on this 
occasion, and who was rendered mute by 
the unexpected and energetic retort of the 
old man. But the Airicans often say in a 
few words that which is very expressive. 
A female slave, who attended a family 
coming from Jamaica to England in a ship 
where I was, was ^sked, one morning, why 
her master (a very big man) was s.o much 
alarmed the preceding night ; for he had 
run upon deck in his shirt, screaming vio- 
lently, " we shall all be lost! we shall all be 
lost!" merely because there was more" 
bustle upon deck than usual, in consequence 

* Lead bars^ as articles of trade^ are held in the lowest 
estimation by the traders of Annamaboo* 
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THE GOLD COAST. 13 

of taking in sail in a squall which had come 
suddenly on. Her reply was, " Massa big 
for notenj" meaning to say, her master 
was big for nothing, or, in other words, 
that Nature had made him large beyond 
the ordinary stature of man, without en- 
dowing him with courage, or self-command. 
Mr. Brian Edwards relates, in his History 
of the West Indies, an anecdote of a boy, 
who had made a fatiguing journey in order 
to convey a letter tb him, that required an 
immediate answer. The boy arrived in the 
middle of the night; ^knd whilst Mr. Ed- 
wards was engaged writing a reply, he 
gathered himself into #ne comer of the 
room, and fell into a sound sleep. When 
Mr. Edwards had complieted his letter, he 
called to the boy two or three times, who 
not answering, his own servant, who was 
jiear, came into the room, and shaking vio- 
lently the fatigued and sleeping Quamina, 
asked him sharply, ^^ You no hear Massa 
caD you?*' when the yawning boy answered. 
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peevishly, ^< Sl^ep no hab massa^'* or, sleep 
has no master. What could, possibly b^ 
more expressive than the spontane(Hia an? 
swer o£ this tired and sleepy child of na- 
ture! and hpw few sailors are there, but 
who have felt the full force of the expres- 
sion, and which is ably described by our 
immortal bard^ Sh^^peare ; — 

Canst thou upon the high and giddy rnast^ 
Seal up th^ ship-^boy's eyes^ and rode Ms brains 
In cradie of the xttde^ imperioua surge? 
And^ in the visitation of the winds. 
Who take the ruffian billows by the top> 
Curling their monstrous heads^ and hanging them 
With deafening clamours in the slippery shrouds. 
That with the huriy, death itsdf awakes ; 
Canst thoo, O partial aleq> 1 give thy repoae 
To the w^t sen-boy in an hour so rud« ? 
And, in the calmest and the stillest night. 
With all appliances, and means to boot. 
Deny it to a king ? — 

The fimn of the Fantee government is 
republican. A number of old men called 
Finins> at the head of whom is Amooni-^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



FANTEES. 15 

cummy, are arbiters in common diqmtes 
which occur between the natives of Anna- 
maboo^ or between them and Europ^ins } 
but dispute^ of a more ^erioua nature, such 
as may afiect the liberties, or properties of 
men of wealth and consequence, are gene^ 
rally referred to the lawyers of the Brafoo 
country, who,, like their brethren of the 
long robe in civilized .Eiurc^e, generally 
contrive to rtrip both plaintiff and defend- 
ant of their ^operty ; and 1^, whose purse 
holds out the longed saves perhaps h^ 
liberiy, while his lessi wealthy antagonist 
and family are c^ten doomed to slavery and 
exile. To be rich, and ostentatious in the 
diii^ay g£ it, is, in Eantee^ as cectain ruin 
to the individual practising it, as in the 
territory of t^ Grand Seignor; cunning 
men, therefore^ as they become wealtfa^^ 
affect great moderation and humility; 
strengthen themselves by family alliances, 
and use ev^ry stratagem to keep out of pa^ 
lavers> a^d c^e the vigilance of the Pinins, 
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westward of AnAamaboo^ and which is 
called his croom^ or village, he has a re«- 
fiidence» and where, it vs said, he indulge) 
himself in the contemplation of his wealth, 
unobservi^, and occasionally distributes to 
hisiMME^ some portion of it j for Tacky Mensa^ 
who is his nephew and heir-atJaw, would 
deprive them, at their Other's death, of 
t^tf which, in England, would be their 
lawful inheritance. 

Tdm Coffee, both in colour and features, 
iis a c<miplete African. To a portly person 
ii added much amenity of countenance; 
9nd m his disposition there is something of 
a hearty generosity : but Tom, unfortu- 
nately, was known to be rich, for he Hl'^k 
no pains to conceal iti but rather courted 
observation, by a vain and ostentatious dis- 
play of his wealth. He acquired his pro- 
perty clu^y by trading with Eurt^eanis, 
ami was a great favourite bodi wit^ them 
aad tiie native traders of remote countries, 
witt>8e cause he generally espoused in any 
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disputes that occurred between tliem and 
bis townsmen ; for it was through their in- 
strumentality he had become rich, and tbig 
was the way in which he showed his grati* 
tude. His house was^ more splendidly fur^ 
nished than those of any of his nei^dbours^ 
having many articles of European luxury in 
it ; and the number of his domestic slaves 
and retainers was princely* Himself and 
wives dressed in very costly apparel j and 
he often wore about his person many pounds 
weight of pure rode gold : this was the fatal 
talisman. "If/* said thePinins, "Coflfee cait 
afibrd to wear so much gold, his strong box 
must be fuJiJ* He was too rich a prize to 
escape their fangs, and too incautious a 
man not to be entrapped into a palaver, 
whidi soon plunged him into the bottom- 
less pit, or Court of Chancery in the Brafoa 
country. The Chancery, unfortunately for 
Tom, was at this time without a suit, and 
the lawyers without a brief; he, therefore, 
was soon stripped of his wealth ; and the 
c2 
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last time I saw him, be was living at Cape 
Coast, in great poverty and obscurity, 
bappy in having escaped with bis liberty, 
while his more cautious contemporary and 
townsman was enjoying at Annamaboo, 
unmolested, that property which was the 
fruit of his industry, and which his superior 
sagacity and prudence had been the means 
of preserving. 

The Pinins of Annamaboo are well 
pleased when they can involve in a palaver 
an European ; for they expect a rich har- 
vest, and prompt payment. This experi- 
ment they tried upon us, though, fortu- 
nately, without effect. Being anxious not 
to be entirely dependent on the natives for 
a supply of fish, some nets were purchased 
for the use of the vessel, and which were 
set every evening, and examined every 
morning, to receive their produce. Taking 
or disturbing the net of a fisher, is con- 
sidered a heinous offence by the Fantees, 
and, when detected, is punished by a heavy 
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fine being imposed on the offending indi- 
vidual. A number of nets had been stolen^ 
and as ours were purchased at Cape Coast 
unknown to the natives of Annamaboo, we 
were supposed to be the guilty persons. 
Accordingly, a few days after we had com- 
menced using them, we were surprised by 
a visit from the Pinins, or elders, who came 
on board in full costume, to demand repa- 
ration for their injured countryman. In- 
dependently of the advanced age of these 
gentlemen, they have in th'eir dress some 
distinguishing marks, and, like Quakers, 
always wear their hats wherever they may 
be, and which have forms peculiar to their 
calling, by which they are as readily known 
in the villages where they reside, as coun- 
sellors are by their wigs in Courts of As- 
size. These hats are made of straw, have 
broad brims, perfectly circular, and shallow 
crowns, with tufts of dried grass in the 
centres, and which are probably used to 
cover pericraniums as naturally acute and 
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sagacious as those iirnnense, powdeced^ 
hairj, three-bobbed wigs are, that seem to 
give importance, and apparent wisdom to 
the logical nobs of Englii^ barristers. 

Tlie Rnins, with much gravity in their 
coantenances, took their ^eats in the cabin, 
and, being supplied with half a pint eadi of 
neat brandy, swallowed it, ^ass after glass^ 
in quick time, and gave increased zest to 
this their favourite beverage, by making 
their mouths receptacles for it, instead of 
their stomachs, where the brandy remained 
until more was ready to replace it, when 
it was allowed to pass into its natural depo- 
sitary. Having performed aU due homage 
to their favourite god, Bacchus, Obeky, the 
senior of the «ight, opened the case, and 
addressed me as follows :-— *^ You be old 
man for dis country; you all same Am- 
moonicummy son; y0u all same Fantee 
man; you do bad nobody; you owe one 
leaf tabac, you pay ; all poor canoe man Uko 
sell you fowl, duck, yam, fii^ too. You 
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no want fish now ; you catch *em all same 
black man : you hab black man net too. 
Agar man, name Quacoo^ lose net ; somQ 
man teef him j we no say you teef biip } you 
hab for s^bip, Brirmy omo (white man bad), 
no know we custom* Suppose be be teef 
for Aberrihirry (England), he np be teef for 
dis water: suppose black man teef, he catch 
palaver ; Brinny teef catch p^aver too/* 

In this strain of Fantee eloquence, Obeky 
continued his harangue during a period of 
fifteen or twenty mii^uteSf His comrades, 
otherwise silwU wh^l) any thing in hi^ 
speech pl^(99d them, cajled outj **Amp^9 
ampa /'* or Une, true I a practice they adppi; 
when speechifymg i|i Urge assemblies pn 
shorp, and which ma.y be considered somo- 
tbingfiimilar to the "b^ftr, hear J'* in the Com- 
mons ^mm of jParliftn^ept, When he h^ 
concluded hk speeeb, I celled two Wack 
boys, th? sQus pf gold-tpjc^rs, into the cabin, 
who informed the Pinins thftt they had seen 
the netf purf^^sed by ms &p«i Quashy 
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Too, at Cape Coast : on receiving this in- 
formation, they were evidently disappointed, 
and, instead of receiving three or four 
ounces of gold, besides the value of the 
nets, which they had calculated on, were 
happy to obtain, in the way of compliment, 
two gallons of brandy, a few pipes, and 
leaves of tobacco, when they retired in to- 
lerable good humour, first making a suitable 
apology for their unjust suspicion and 
intrusion. 

The period had arrived, when Tacky 
Mensa, a wealthy trader and inhabitant of 
Annamaboo, had to make custom for his 
ancestors. Five unfortunate victims were 
to be immolated to the manes of the de« 
ceased, and gunpowder, brandy, cloth, and 
provisions, distributed to the multitude. 
A vast number of perscms assembled at 
Annamaboo, from different parts of the re- 
public of Fantee, to assist at, and give im- 
portance to the ceremony. A little before 
day break in the morning, when the obse» 
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quies for the deceased commenced, volCes 
of muskets, the noise of drums, and savage 
shouts, were heard in every direction; and 
about eight o'clock, a large concourse of 
persons, of both sexes and all iages, had 
collected at and'near Tacky Mensa's house, 
to whom brandy was distributed in large 
quantities. Firing, shouting, and drink- 
ing, continued till mid-day, when the five 
victims were brought out from a hut with 
their hands bound, and with ligatures made 
of the bine of a creeping plant surrounding 
their heads, and which came over their 
eyes and noses, and by introducing pieces 
of sticks, and twisting them round, making 
what sailors call Spanish windlasses; the 
bones of their noses were forced in, and 
their eyes sunk deeper in their sockets. 
One of these unfortunate beings was a very 
old Asshantee man, the remaining four 
were natives of Chamba, and all men ; two 
of whom were middle-aged, one very old, 
the other young* Before they were led to 
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execution, every effort wafi made by the 
Europeans to purchase thewi/ but without 
effect. The poor creatures, in this state ctf 
suflfering, were paraded through the town, 
and received every ignominy that savage 
cruelty could devise or injfliict, without a 
sigh: escaping them, and were ultimately 
taken to the beach, under the very walls of 
the fort, where they were butchered ^idst 
the most savage "and diabolical i^outs of 
the multitude. Even fenuJes assisted at 
the horrid ceremony, and marked them- 
selves with the blood of the wretched vic- 
tims, as it flowed from iJxeir headier trunks , 
and, horrible to relate, libations of bnmdy 
were poured intoi, and drank fro;n human 
skulls, which a few minutes before had life 
and: being; Vdlies of musketry were fired, 
savage dances performed^ and intoxication 
was carried to excess during three days 
and three nights, when the custom making 
ceased. Their customs, ox obsequies to the 
jnaanes of deceased an<^stors, areirffcenear- 
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lied to such excess by individuals, as to 
leave them io a state of extreme poverty} 
but all meo of consequence are compelled^ 
at some period o£ their lives, to perf(»m 
this savage act of duty to those who have 
long been numbered with the dead, or they 
would be degraded, and held in the lowest 
estimation by their countrymen ; but nK)re 
especially by their own townsmen. 

A short time after this event, captain 
Agry^ a native of Cajie Coast, and a man 
of wealth and consequence died. He had 
long lingered under the malady whidh 
finally tcnainated Im existence, and as it is 
the practice of the Fantees to execute the 
crafaba* and cransa, or the youngest wife, 
where marriage ha^ not been consummatedf 
and the boy who carries the smokii^g appa* 
ratus belonging to a great man, the moment 
the breath leaves his body ; the progress of 
his disease was watched with the utmost 
anxiety, by Mr, Field, the governor of the 
castle, who was determined to rescue fnm 
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a premature death, the young, and desk 
lined victims. The surgeon of the castle^ 
who had access to the dying chief, gave 
notice to the governor of his approaching 
dissolution, and the children were by stra- 
tagem brought within the walls of the 
castle, before the fatal event arrived that 
would have sealed their doom, and sent 
them to an untimely grave. The girl was 
about eleven years of age, and the boy nine 
or ten. The fiiends and townsmen of the 
deceased, used every entreaty, and much 
art to obtain possession of them from the 
governor, and even descended to menaces, 
but without effect. Agry was, therefore, 
interred without the usual and shocking 
sacrifice having been performed at his de- 
mise, or funeral j and his relations, a few 
months afterwards, accepted from the go- 
vernor, a quantity of brandy iand gunpow- 
der, to be expended over his grave, as sn 
equivalent for the lives of the two children, 
who, at the expiration of twelve months, 
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were permitted to join the family of the 
deceased, and lived to express their grati- 
tude to their protector wherever they saw 
him, for having rescued them from a dread- 
ful and premature death. The circum- 
stance of another individual being saved 
from a sanguinary and unmerited death, by 
a gentleman of the castle, took place while 
I was there. 

One night we were called from our beds 
in the castle, by the sentinel on duty giving 
an alarm of fire, and the drums beating to 
arms. When we got on the ramparts, we 
observed beneath us several houses in the 
town and near the eastern wall of the fort 
in flames, which spread with great rapidity, 
as it was the dry season, the houses crowded 
together, and built of very combustible 
materials, which, during half an hour, when 
the whole town was on fire, emitted so ex- 
tensive and brilliant a blaze, as to give to 
the surrounding scenery, a character of 
sublimity and grandeur, beyond anything 
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I had ever witnessed. . The night was un- 
usually dark, and not a breath of wind dis- 
turbed a leaf of the forest* The flames 
rose perpendicularly, and illuminated the 
whole of the east and north 8ide& of the 
fort, and of the high buildings in its cen* 
tre, forming the storehouses, and residence 
of the governor and garrison; the long 
dark shadows of which fell up<m the sea 
that was brightly illuminated on each side 
of them to a considarable distance, and the 
surface of which was tranquil, and smooth 
as a mirror, except where the surf, rolling 
in heavy masses on the shore and covering 
it with white foam, gave notice c£ its prox- 
imity. Light and shade were finely con- 
trasted and shewn in the dense woods^ 
which clothed the hills in the back ground, 
as they were prominent, or otherwise; and 
the groups of natives assembled on tiie 
beach, either in despair at witnessing the ^ 
destruction of their property, or busily em- 
ployed in removing it and their canoes fur- 
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thet from the destroying element^ the igni^ 
tion of gunpowder, which occasionally 
drove the light and burning embers of the 
roofs ofthe houses in which it was deposited 
high into the air, like sky-rockets, gave to 
the whole an almost indescribable effect* 
But the materials, which fed the devouring 
flames, were as transient as volatile; and, in a 
few minutes, those objects, which were as vi* 
sible to the eye is during the splendour of a 
meridian sun, became as it were extinct in a 
moment ; and the darkness of Erebus almost 
iAstantanebusly succeieded to the brightest 
possible Are light that can well be conceived, 
and the effect, on those who witnessed this 
sudden transition, was Uke magic. 

If Rome was not built in a day. Cape 
Coast town was nearly rebuilt in that time; 
for every man in it is a mechanic of suflS- 
cient ability to erect a dwelling for himself 
and &mily, and the materials necessary to 
be' used on the occasion, are abundantly 
supplied by the woods in the vicinity* The 



Digitized by 



Google 



S2 FANTEEU. 

poor fellow, in whose house the fire first 
commenced, lost all his property, and with 
it, nearly his life ; for it is the practice in 
Fantee, as well as in the Dahomian terri- 
tory, to execute the person in whose house 
a fire first commences. He was a com- 
pany's slave, and the principal ^ooper to 
the castle; and had it not been for Mr. 
Jackson, the store-keeper, he would have 
been taken and decapitated, but that gen- 
tleman heard accidentally (from one of the 
sentinels who was on duty when the fire 
began) that it had its origin in Attah's 
house, and, knowing the consequence, went 
immediately into the burning town, and 
brought him into the fort, from which he 
dare never afterwards go, imtil he embaric- 
ed in the' night in a canoe belonging to 
D'Elmina, and was put on board of a vessel 
bound to the West Indies, in which his 
protector also embarked. He accompanied 
Mr. Jackson to England, where he obtained 
his freedom, and afterwards went with him 
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to Demerary, where he remained his faith- 
ful and grateful servant to the day of his 
death. The natives of Cape Coast used 
every efibrt to obtain possession of his per- 
spn, and which, it was apprehaided, they 
would at some period accomplish; this 
was the principal inducement for the go- 
vernor to send him out of the country, 
for he was a very useful man, and a great 
favourite with European residents gene- 
rally. 

Panyaring, or kidnapping individuals, 
in order to obtain restitution of goods, or 
money, that have been unjustly withheld, 
is common in Fantee. If a resident of 
Annamaboo owes a native of Tantiim 
money, and will not discharge the debt, 
or detains his property improperly, the first 
native of that place, who may fall into the 
bands of the creditor, is detained by him 
in durance, imtil like debt is settled, or 
property restored, and which is often quick- 
ly done; for the detenue's family imme- 

D 
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dUtely compels the debtor to release their 
relation by discharging the debt. 

Brandying is a mode of high gambling, 
and which consists of two individuals, whose 
opinions are at variance, betting a quantity 
(^brandy, as to which of their opinions is 
correct, the arbiters in such cases being 1^ 
Finins. Each individual causes a number 
of casks of brandy to be rolled into the 
street, puncheon, against puncheon, until 
the quantity staked, often amounts to six 
or eight, espedally if the gamblers be weal- 
thy. The administering of gold dust to th^ 
Fining by each party often disturbs their 
judgemetit; and as the spectators are inte* 
rested in having the verdict delayed, the 
arbiters are very accommodating, by pro- 
tracting, or extending the examination of 
evidence, until one half of tiie brandy is ex- 
pended by the crowd, and they have a hand- 
some sum in gold to divide amongst them- 
selves, when they give final judgement 

The rec^ttoB, which Europeans receive 
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from the natives ob their first going to re- 
side amongst them, is not the * most plea« 
sant, although well intended. A consi- 
derable number of them collect on the 
beach, ready to receive their visitor, when 
he first puts his foot on the shore. The 
ceremony of shaking hands with the prin^ 
dpal men, and akio brimaf^ which means, 
how do you do white man, or, we arc glad 
to see you, once over, the procession moves 
slowly on to the town, during which period, 
a constant discharge of musketry takes 
place; and the nearer one of the persons 
so employed, can fire his musket to hiii 
visitor's face, the greater honour he con- 
ceives he confers on him; so that while he 
m<>ves his head quickly to the right in con^ 
sequence of the stunning noise of a musket 
discharged close to his left ear, one of his 
hmpitMe friends, singes the whiskers of 
his right cheek. On arriving in the town^ 
he is shown into a house, which is to be his 
future residence; and little presents, con- 
D 2 
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sisting of vegetables, poultry, and fruit, are 
brought to him by the women, for which 
a handsome return is expected. Brandy, 
pipes, and tobacco, are then distributed to 
the crowd, which soon afterwards disperse, 
except a few of the principal men, who re- 
main in a group, and speculate on the pro- 
bable benefits their new guest is likely to 
confer on them. 

Suicide is held here in such abhorrence, 
that a family considers it one of the great- 
est misfortunes that can happen to it, when 
one of its members is guilty of the crime. 
The eldest son of John Adoo, a wealthy 
native of Annamaboo, hung himself; which 
caused the principal members of his family 
to shut themselves up in their houses for 
some time. When they appeared in pub- 
lie, shame and grief seemed to cover, and 
afflict them; and it was remarked, that 
their townsmen were cautious never to men- 
tion the name of the deceased in their pre- 
sence, which evinced a degree of feeling, 
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and respect for a distressed family, that 
could scarcely have been expected from 
' those, who could sacrifice human beings in 
so Cruel, and wanton a manner, as we have 
described. When I inquired why he had 
hanged himself, they answered, abuddam, 
he was a madman. 

Attah is the Fantee name for twin, and 
all twins bom in Fantee, bear that name, 
the mothers of whom, are held in much 
estimation for being thus prolific. In 
Bonny, the reverse takes place j for there 
the mothers of twins are compared to goats, 
and they, as well as their ofispring, are not 
unfrequently destroyed. 

The Fantees and Asshantees may be 
classed together as one natipn, the former 
occupying the sea-shore, and the country 
extending a few miles from it into the inte- 
rior, and the latter a great extent of terri- 
tory north of it. 

The Fantees are black as jet, muscular, 
a^ndwell-fprmed,. and those that are en- 
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gage4 in fishing and employed as canoe* 
meot can endure much bodily fSdigue, aL 
tbcmgh they often make excuses to abridge 
their labour» however well they may be 
paid for it; for they are anxious to have 
t;he labour of the day concluded by noon» 
in order that they may wash and dress, and 
gossip with their neighbours the remauider 
pf the day. ' 

Their national mark is three small per^ 
pendicular incisions on each temple^ and on 
the nape of the neck. 

In the constructicHi df their dwellings and 
canoes, they exhibit much superiority and 
skill over other Afiican tribes ; the former 
being substantiaUy built, and not iwfre- 
qnently having apartments over those on the 
basement 8tor}% and the latter having a form 
which renders them less liable to upset, or, 
to speak in a sailor's phrase, not so crank« 

The Fantee women are well formed, and 
many of them are not wanting in personal 
beauty, as their features are smaU, their 
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iind^s finely rounded, their hands and feet 
^mall, and their teeth uniformly white aod 
ey^en* The toilette of one of these temaif^ 
consists of a large calabash, containing a 
ftfiiall mirror, paint (generally white), teethr 
jmishes made of a very fibrous tough wood, 
a ba^^k which has a powerful musky smeU^ 
greasy and soap. She has also a large brass 
pan, in which she generally washes herself 
firom head to foot every day. Sheoflencoo- 
flumes an hour or two in adorning her per- 
son i $md in the application of her paint, 
the management of her haic, and the scent- 
ing of her person, discov^ no inconsid«r»- 
ble degree of skill. 

Young females, oH arriving at the age of 
puberty, are dressed in their best garments, 
and have their persons adorned with the. 
gold bekmging to their families and ac- 
quaintances. In this garb they are paraded 
tiirough the town by a number of their own 
sex. This. ceremony is intended to ac- 
quaint the men that the lady is marriageable* 
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The women here, however, as well as in 
most other parts of A&ica, sow and reap, 
grind com, carry wood and water, and per* 
form all the drudgery attendant on house- 
keeping ; while their husbands are perhaps 
gossipping, drinking, or sleeping, except 
during the herring or fishing season, when 
the villages along the sea-coast present a 
scene of bustle and activity much beyond 
what they do in ordinary times. Then, all 
is life and animation. A smooth sea, a still 
atndosphere, and shoals of herrings, cause 
every canoe capable of service to be 
launched. These, with two or three fisher- 
men in each, proceed outside of the surf, 
where they use the cast net with great ad- 
dress. This is twisted three or four times 
round the right arm of the individual who 
throws it; the depending or lower part of 
which, is loaded at short distances with lead, 
for the purpose of spreading and sinking it. 
With a jerk he casts it from him, having first 
given it a quick, circular motion, by which 
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means the lead flies off in radii, a^ from the 
centre of a circle, and spreads the net to its 
extreme circumference, which is generally 
thirty or forty feet ; and, as it sinks in the 
water, incloses such fish as cannot escape. 
Having reached the bottom, it is gently 
drawn by a cord attached to its crown, or 
centre, until it is collapsed, when it is hauled 
up, and the fish shook out of it into the 
canoe. These fish are afterwards cured by 
being smoked, or dried in the sun ; and 
which, with maize, constitute the chief 
food of the inhabitants. Maize is ground 
between two stones, of which the lower one 
is large, ponderous^ and concave at the 
upper surface j the lesser stone is worked 
upon it by the hand, and pulverizes the 
grain, which, during the operation, is occa- 
sionally moistened with water: this mode 
of grinding com is common in North Africa. 
After it has been thus ground, it is per- 
mitted to become sUghtlyacid, when it is 
boiled^ or baked, to suit the palate of the 
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con9umer, and, in d.ther statei &$mB a 
pleasant and nutritious food. It is eaU^ by 
the natives canki/ ; they call European bisr 
cuit, panoo. 

Daughters are purchased £r<»n their fa- 
thers for wives, and are paid for according 
to the rank and wealth of the brideg^room 
and the bride's father. The common price 
of a wife is one ounce of gold, one anker o£ 
brandy, and cloth of the value of one.ounce 
in trad^. 

Children amuse themselves by a gaane 
similar to our hunting the slipper; and 
those residing in the villages near the sear 
shore, obtain pieces of broken canoes, which 
they launch, and paddle outside of thesuri^ 
whai» watching a proper opportunily, they 
place their firail barks on the tops of high 
waves, which, in their progress to the shor^ 
carry them along with great velocity ; and 
the principal art of these young canoe*men 
consists in preserving thdr seats while tiius 
hurried alcmg, and which they can pnly do 
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by steering the plaidcg with such precisicm^ 
as to prevent them broftching to; for whea 
that occurs, they are was^ied c^ and have 
to swim to regain them» while thdur more 
dexterous companionsreach the shoreamidst 
the {daudita qf the spectators, who are a»- 
semfaled on the beach to witness their dex- 
terity. Little urchins, of not more than 
six or seven years of age, amuse themselves 
sn this way, and swim like dudks. 

The natives of Chamba, of whom many 
are sold on the Gold Coast, inhabit a 
cmmtry lying to the north of Asshantee. 
Their stature is generally above the middle 
size; and the colour of their skins is not of 
so deep a black as those of the Fantee or 
Asshantee. They are an agriculturid 
people, whose dispositions are mild, tract- 
able, and inoffensive ; and, of all the negroes 
inhabiting the countries north of the equa- 
tor, that have come under my observation, 
they are the most passive. In fact, they 
may be called a simple people, who never 
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exhibit any sullenness of maimer, bat a 
uniform wiliingness to do to the best of 
their ability whatever they are desired; 
and the term dunco, which, in the Fantee 
language, signifies stupid fellow, or ignorant 
man from the back country^ is invariably 
given to them by the Fantees, as a term of 
derision, in consequence. To the Fantees^ 
as well as to the Asshantees, they have a 
strong aversion, because they consider these 
people as the authors of their misfortunes, 
and the chief instruments used in removing 
them from their country j therefore, when- 
ever insurrections have occurred on board 
of slave ships on the Gold Coast, as the 
Fantees and Asdiantees were invariably the 
promoters of them, the Chambas, as if to be 
revenged on them, always assisted the crews 
in suppressing these mutinies, and keeping 
them in subjection. 

The tattoo, or national mark, of this race^ 
consists of three strong lines drawn from 
the temple over each cheek to the chin, 
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and taking the form of the longitudinal 
lines upon a globe. 

When they first arrive upon the sea-coast, 
they are very meagre, in consequence of the 
fatigue experienced by them in their long 
journey from the interior ; but their con- 
stitutions being excellent, they are soon 
restored to their natural vigour and plump- 
ness, by rest and plentiful diet. 

For a country, lying only five degrees 
north of the equator, which is the middle 
latitude of the Gold Coast at its southern 
boundary, its temperature may be consi- 
dered moderate ; the thermometer of Fah- 
renheit only averaging throughout the year, 
78®, as registered by Governor Dalzel at 
Cape Coast Castle; and during the wet 
season, it often sinks to 73^ or 74^ The 
days are generally cloudy, owing to the 
prevailing south-west wind loading the at- 
mosphere witii moisture, and which gives it 
a haziness, when not otherwise clouded, that 
diminishes the intensity of the sun's rays. 
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and retiders them more supportable thaik in 
the West Indies, where the sun shines with 
a brilliance, and unobstructed splendour, 
seldom seen or felt in this part of Africa. 
The nights, nevertheless, during the dry 
season, are cloudless ; and the moon and 
stars shine with unusual brightness in a 
clear, deep blue sky. 

When the sun first rises, and until it has 
attained analtitudeof eightor nine dqgrees, it 
presents, about f&e periods of the equinoxes 
(when day4^ht and that luminary arrive 
almost simultaneously), a singular appear- 
ance; for its apparentdimensions are greatly 
increased by refraction, and it rises cold^ 
dull, spiritless, and rayless, the appe^ance 
of the morning being at this time the ex« 
traordinary one of that of twilight with the 
sun above the horizon, caused by the earth^s 
place on the ecliptic, and the peculiar state 
of the atmosphere* 

The wet season is <^ dborter duration 
tiian in many parts of Africa that I have 
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visited,, and the seasons are generally milder, 
and assume more £ivourable aspects ; yet, 
notwithstanding, the climate is very ob- 
noxious to the health of Europeans. 

The face of the country, from Appolcmia 
to Accra, is undulating, and covered widv 
dirubbery and timber of small growtii, ex- 
cept in the vicinity of towns, where some 
, patches of ground are cultivated with the 
hand hoe, and in which maiae and yams are 
grown. The country, to the north of it, 
and of that extending from Appolonia to 
the westward as far as Piccaninny Bassam, 
i^ rieh in gold, as the quantity annudly ex- 
ported, and in general circulation, proves ; 
especially when we take into consideralioa 
the imperfisct knowledge which tiie natives 
have in mining, and .that their principal 
supply of gold is derived from llie sva&ce 
of the earthy and is that wfaidi is washed 
from it during the periodical rains, and 
which is afterwards collected on the banks 
of livers and small streams, after thdr watenr 
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have subsided. The manner of obtaining 
or washing for gold, is as follows : a quan- 
tity of soil is collected near a stream, or at 
the sea-side, in which gold is known to be, 
a portion of which is put into a tolerable 
sized calabash, which is filled with water, 
and then mixed together; and while the 
soil is held in solution, a quick rotatory 
motion is given to the calabash, by which 
means the mixture is made to fly over its 
side, and the gold, by its specific gravity, 
sinks to the bottom. I have often watched 
women and children employed in this way, 
and thought their labour but ill requited, 
the quantity of gold obtained by each in- 
dividual being inconsiderable : from each 
calabash of soil only a few veiy minute 
particles of this metal were procured. The 
soil, from which I saw it obtained, was sili- 
ceous, and very similar to that in which 
iron is cast, in England. 

There are some valuable dye woods, espe- 
cially a bright yellow, like turmeric j and 
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the scented wood, that females use at their 
toilettes, strongly resembles, in colour and 
smell, the sandal wood, so highly esteemed 
in the East* It is very probable, also, that 
the fly, so strongly resembling the cant&u 
rides, possesses all its qualities* 
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CHAPTER II. 

DaHomy — Grewlie^ the trading town — Ports : French, 
English^ and Portuguese — Grovernor Abson — King 
of Dahomy — ^Miraculous escape of a French sailor 
£rom drowning — Country surrounding Grewhe^ de- 
scribed-— Fisherman and alligator — ^Ants — Hyenas: 
mode of taking them — ^Bats — Singular Customs— 
Ardrah ; the road to it : the country described—* 
Tammata^ a wealthy trader — ^Markets — ^Manu^LC- 
tures — Industry of the inhabitants — Hio: its extent 
—The Hio people described — ^Natives of Houssa — 
Badagry — ^Lagos — Cradoo lake — Trade of Lagos; 
customs; population— King Cootry: his levee; his 
fetiche— The devil's visits to Lagos: its policy— 
Hippopotami-^Alligators : a large one killed by a 
wateringparty— Medium of exchange — Jaboos: their 
country and industry. 

Grewhe^ which may be called the sea port 
of the kingdom of Dahomy, is in latitude 
6® 17' north, and longitude 3° 6' east, of 
Greenwich. It is a populous towq^ ^^^ 
contains, probably, six or seven thousand 
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inhabitants. In passing to it from the sea- 
shore, a lagoon is to be forded, which is a 
quarter of a mile over, and the same distance 
from the beach, to which it runs parallel to 
the east, and communicates with the sea at 
Popo, but terminates in a wooded morass 
to the west, which morass intersects the 
road to Ardrah. 

Three forts have been erected near the 
town (all since abandoned) by the Eng- 
lish, French, and Portuguese; they are all 
built of clay baked in the sun, and the form 
of that belonging to the English is a paral- 
lelogram, with a high bastion at each angle 
having embrasures in them. Three sides 
of the parallelogram are occupied as store- 
houses, and dwellings for the company's 
slaves; the remaining one forms the go- 
vernor's range of apartments, the windows 
of which front the sea, and from them 
vessels at anchor in the road are plainly 
seen. The whole is surrounded by a deep, 
dry, and broad ditch, having one passage 
E 2 
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Qvev it into the tort. The bastipns are jj) 
It ^tate of great dilapid^ion, and for any 
purposes of defencei wholly useless. The 
guns ^re honeycombed, and without cgv- 
ri^e^f and those ifsed for saluting afe 
placed outside the fort upoij pieces of 
wood. When the captain <rf H. M. S, 
Charon was asked if he had heard tb^ 
salute fired in honor of the arriv^ of fj. M. 
ship, his reply was, that h@ had se^n a 
gmoke in the bush: and^hesgid truly, for 
the touch-holes of the guns, in con^ueQCQ 
of long exposiure to the weather, h^d be-? 
come so wide, that when fired» the explosion 
was scarcely audible ^t thQ distance of half 
a mile. 

Mr. Lionel Abson, the governor (subset 
quendy deceased), had at this period, re- 
sided fifteen years at Wydah, and in habits 
and manners had nearly become a Daho- 
mianj and it always forcibly struck me, 
when I saw him in the society of the natives, 
whose language he spoke fluently, that he 
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preterieA their company to thit of Europe- 
iwis; indeed, it was a rare occurrence for 
him to pay a social visit to an European re- 
sident, although he treated them with much 
tirbanity and politeness, whenever they 
were pleased to pay him ceremonious or 
fiiendly visits. Indolence made him a com- 
plefe philosopher, for no human being could 
be more happy with his lot; and the only 
circumstances which appeared to give him 
aay uneasiness Were when any exertion 
was necessary, that compelled hinl to over- 
tome his vis ineriioe^ or, when the few Eu- 
topean lu3turies, to be supplied to hita an- 
nually from Cape Coast, had long exceeded 
the usual period of their arrival; and\«^hic6 
i^s too often tfte case, for his station was 
so remote from the other English establish. 
mentS* iti AMea, that fei;^ opportunities pre- 
sented themselves to the governor in chieft 
t^^ forward- his supplies with any degree of 
regularity or certainty. His pipe wias his 
chief companion, an English newspaper hial 
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greatest luxury; for he took much interest 
in the passing events of Europe, and being 
endowed with an extraordinary memory, he 
became almost a chronicle of the times in 
which he lived, although placed in a region 
so remote. 

The king of Dahomy, an artful and ty- 
rannical villain, took advantage of poor 
Abson's passive disposition, for he became 
as much his slave as any one of his sub- 
jects. His liberty was so much abridged, 
that he often could not obtain permission 
to visit a vessel in the road, as the Evougah 
had a general order from the king not to 
permit him to leave the shore. And he was 
so often prevented doing so, under one 
frivolous pretext or another, that for many 
years previous to his decease, he declined 
all invitations rather than incur the dis- 
pleasure of the king, or subject himself to 
the mortification of a refusal; although the 
refusal was always accompanied with a flat- 
tering message, such as, the king loved 
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iiim so much, that he was apprehensive he 
might be drowned; or^ a ^ip might run 
away with him ; that he was his right-hand, 
and the only person who could settle any 
disputes that might occur between his sub- 
jects and captains of vessels. Indeed^ the 
latter a6ten accused him of acting partially 
towards &e former^ in the settlement of any 
difierences that existed between thenu He 
followed, in his domestic establishment, the 
<:ustoms of the country, by having a plural- 
ity of wives, by one of whom he had se- 
veral children. His eldest bOy, George, was 
sent to Europe, where he was taught to 
rradandwiite; but soon aftei* his return 
firan thends to Wydah, he gave proof that 
ias medals had derived no advantage from 
the imperfect education which he received 
in £nglaiid. 

The French fort presented, at this time, . 
a very different appearance to the English 
«iej but then the supplies sent out to it 
by the French government were very ample. 
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it being the only fort in this part of Africa 
belonging toFrsmce; whereas the latter 
^ was a mere appendage to the superior es^* 
tablishments in the Gold Coast, and, in 
many little arranganents for the better 
maintenance of those forts and their offi- 
cers, poor Abson and his fort were some- 
times forgotten. Besides, the French in 
southern climates have the happy talent 
of introducing an air of neatness and com- 
fort into their dwellings and domestic esta*- 
blishments, such as Englishmen are cele* 
brated for in their own country. 

The family in the French fort had been 
considerably increased in number, by a cap*- 
tain and officers, who were left on shore, 
in consequence of their vessel being com- 
pelled to quit Wydah at a moment's notice, 
when the account arrived of war having 
commenced between France and England. 
The French fort became a scene of much 
gaiety, and dinners were frequently given 
by the governor to the European residents. 
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while Captain Defaud and his officers re- 
mained with him. It was rather a novel 
spectacle in this remote and uncivilised 
part of the world to see a dozen Europeans 
surrounding a dinner table set out in sump- 
tuous style, and covered with excellent 
viands, and the best French wines, whUst 
a very tolerable band played a number of 
national airs during the repast, the most 
prominent of which were, Ca ira, and the 
Marseillois hymnj for this was the period 
when the revolutionary mania was at its 
maximum. It was during one of these 
dinners, that the company were surprised by 
the appearance of a man, whom all present 
supposed to have been drowned; his name 
was Jean Papineau, and he was a seaman 
belonging to Captain Defaud's ship, em- 
ployed in one of her boats, trading between 
Porto Nova and Wydah. The boat had 
arrived at Wydah, the officer commanding 
which reported, that, soon after he got under 
weigh feom Porto Nova, a tornado came on, 
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and that, while I^apineau was in the act <»f 
fiiiiing the topsail, he fell overboard. It 
was about eight o'clodc in the evening when 
the accident occurred; and the wind blew 
with so much violence, that it was some 
time before the poor fellow was missed^ and 
his fate known to his oflScer ; and no doubt 
whatever was entertaii^d by him but that 
he had perished. He, however, by great 
muscular power, and sddU in swimmings 
was enabled to keep himself above water 
all night without any extraneous did, smd 
when he was picked up at six o'clock the 
following momingy by the sdiip liverpocd 
Hat)^s boat, about a quarter of a mile frata 
the shore, he said^ that he felt ccmfident 
he could have reached the shore in safety, 
without any asdstance whatever* Joy at 
seeing him, and Liberty and Equality, b^- 
ing the order of the day, he was immediately 
placed at the dinner table, with b bottle of 
daret before Mm, when he ndlated to the 
cxxnpany what his feelings and resources 
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were during his perilous situation. The 
tornado had come on with unusual violence 
just when he had got the sail secured, and 
he said that he was literally blown over- 
board, and fell into the water about a foot 
clear of the vessel's side. He called out, 
but the wind and sea made too much noise 
for him to be heard, and the vessel was 
quickly out of sight, scudding before the 
storm. He was aware, that he was only 
three or four miles from the shore, and be- 
ing an excellent swimmer, he was deter- 
mined to struggle for his life. Sharks alone 
gave him any uneasiness, but even them 
he wasdetermined to contend with. Sail- 
ors, in order to secure their knives, fasten 
them by lanyards, either to the flaps of 
their trowser^s pockets, or round their neck. 
Papineau's was secured to his neck, and 
the possession of this weapon (which for- 
tunately he had no occasion to use) gave 
him confidence against the tiger of the 
deep. Soon after he got into the water, he 
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divested himself of his shirt and tTOvf^^% 
and tied his handkerchief about his heaid; 
the tornado continued to blow stro% for 
an hour, when the wind veered to the ncirth^ 
ward, and blew fresh from the land dlariiig 
the greater part of the night, which retard^ 
ed his progress to the shore. He swam 
towards it, as nearly as he could calculaite^ 
about half an hour at a time, and that alter-* 
lately on his back,^ and on his stomach, 
when he would rest himself, by remaining 
nearly motionless on his back for as long a 
period, with his head generally as he sup-^ 
posed towards the shore ; and he often fan-; 
cied that he had made much greater pi*cu 
gress towards it than proved to be the case: 
for the wind blowing from the land, and 
his ear being nearly on a level with tile 
water, caused the sound of the surf roaring 
on the beach to be sometimes so audible^ 
as to give him the impression of his being 
just about to enter it, when he would reriew 
his exertion of swimming, and be disap*^ 
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piointed iji the result Hi^ remaining *o 
long in the water as ten hours, and with* 
out gxxy support but what he derived firpm 
bis jown e3f ertJpn, appears almost fabulous j 
md cm only be accounted for by his su- 
perior musculur strength and self-possession, 
t>eing«pded by the temperature of the water 
appp^cbing that of bis body, by which 
megma, heat was but slowly (if at all) ab* 
strayed firort it ; the specific gra^ty also 
of sea water being in all probability consi-* 
derftbly wgmented near the equator by ex- 
cessive evaporation, his body floated in it 
without much muscular exertion being re- 
quired. 

The country surrounding Grewhe is fer- 
tile, open, and level, exhibiting large sa- 
vannahs covered with high grass, although 
in some parts thickly wooded with fine 
grown txees. To the north of the town are 
some well cultivated lands producing pease, 
calavancies, maize, and yams, over which 
parses the road ; leading through the towns 
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of Xavier and Tory to Abomey, the king's 
usual residence. 

A few mUes to the north-west of Tory 
is the western extremity of the lagoon, or 
lake of Ardrah; and in the vicinity of Tory 
there is a very favourite spot in the river to 
which elephants resort to bathe. Herds of 
them are often to be seen; and it is an an- 
nual custom with the European residents at 
Grewhe, to make a party of pleasure to 
visit the elephant grounds^ or to go, as they 
called it, an elephant shooting. One of these 
animals, having by accident separated from 
the herd, was seen, early one morning, in 
front of the English fort. The town was 
soon in arms, and gave chace, expecting 
no doubt to have a fine feast; but the ani- 
mal, with admirable sagacity, made a cir- 
cuit, and avoided the French fort, and the 
straggling houses between it and the Eng- 
lish one, galloped off into the woods, and 
eluded his pursuers, who, in the course of the 
chace, had often fired at it without effect. 
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♦ The monarch of Dahomy is a most ra- 
pacious fellow, and treats even Europeans 
with but little courtesy; for he frequently, 
under some fiivolous pretext, embarrasses 
them in their trade in order to extort pre- 
sents from them, and sometimes prevents 
captains from visiting their vessels, without 
&st obtaining his special permission. Of 
his rapacity the following is a memorable 
instance; 

The boat employed in watering the ship 
which I commanded, having seven men in 
her, broke adrift one night from her moor- 
ings whilst they were all asleep, and it was 
not until the boat was in the breakers that 
the crew awoke, and became sensible of 
their perilous situation. To retreat was im- 
practicable, for the boat was soon filled 
with water, and drifted through the break- 
ers upon the shore, where the crew also 
landed in perfect safety,some by swimming, 
others by adhering to the boat, oars, &c. 
At day-break, they were surrounded by a 
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number of natives^ Who, d^er spending a 
few minutes in consultation, told then^ 
fhey must be taken to the king at Abo- 
mey, a distance of 90 miles, idthough they 
were only 4 or 5 miles firomGrewhe, where 
I then resided. They remonstrated against 
this proceeding, but remonstrance was in 
vain, and one of them, who to esc^e so 
disagreeable a journey af&cted lameness^ 
and said, ** that he could not walk,? had his 
hands and feet tied together, and a pole 
introduced between them, and in this way, 
they were going to carry him to Abomey, 
when, to avoid so painful an alternative, he 
found the use of his limbs, and marched 
along with his unfortunate companions^ 
These poor fellows reached Abomey ibe 
fourth day; and a negociation was com# 
m^iced by me with the Evougah for their 
redemption, as soon as he received the 
kill's orders reacting them. His first 
demand was the price of a prime slave 
(equal to 14*i sterling) for each individual,. 
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but the demand was afterwards lowered to 
6/. which I paid, when the captives, after a 
fortnight's stay at the metropolis of Daho- 
my, were permitted to return to Grewhe, 
and join their ship, where, soon afterwards, 
they were all attacked with fever, and four 
of them died. 

Whilst at Abomey, the king endeavoured 
to prevail on the man who ajQTected lame- 
ness to remain with him ; for to ensure good 
treatment, he had entertained him with 
some slight of hand tricks and mimickry ; 
but he refused every overture, when the 
king, m a great passion, said « he would 
compel him to stay at Abomey," The poor 
fellow told him, "if his shipmates went 
away without him he would destroy him- 
self." The king seemed to feel uneasy at 
this, and consulted one of his principal 
men, who advised him to permit the man 
to return with his companions, which was 
granted. 

About this period an industrious fisher- 
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man was brought to the English fort, and 
placed under the care of Mr. Alexander 
(brother of the present admiral Alexander), 
surgeon, and second in command. He 
had been fishing in the lagoon near the 
beach, and when in the act of disengaging 
his net, which had become entangled at 
the bottom, he was seized by an enormous 
alligator, which lacerated his thi^s in a 
dreadful manner. But he disengaged him- 
self from it, and even had the perseverance 
and courage to clear his net, and bring it 
to the shore ; where he was found in a state 
of great exhaustion from the loss of blood. 
But unfortunately, notwithstanding Mr. 
Alexander's care and attention, his wounds 
became gangrenous, and he expired in a 
few days. Mr. Abson told me, that this 
^as a solitary instance during his time, of 
any person losing his life by an alligator, at 
Wydah; although the lagoon is daily forded 
by all those who have occasion to go to the 
beach. But there is no doubt but the very 
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firequency of fording it^ drive those animate 
to parts of the lagoon that are deeper, and 
less frequented ; and where it is said hippo* 
potami are also sometimes to be seen. The 
ant is here an extremely destructive insect,. 
9nd from their size, number, and voracity, 
commit depredations, that are scarcely to be 
credited* The bug-a-bug (the native name 
for the tennes, or white ant) is an insidi- 
ous, and destructive enemy } he is the pio- 
neer ant, who works under a covered way, 
and <^en destroys chests, and their con- 
t^ts, before any mischief is apprehended. 
The larger ants have been known to strip 
bare to the bone the carcase of a cow in a 
mngle night. And Mr. Abson informed me, 
Ihat he was once reduced to that state pf 
4d^tyby a severe attack of fever, as to be 
so wholly helpless, that the ants attacked 
Hm in the night, when lying in his bed; 
and that if, fortunately, one of his domestics 
had not awok^ they would have devoured 
,him l^ore morning } so incapable was he 
f2 
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of callings for help, or struggling with his? 
assailants. At the time be related thi& 
anecdote to me, I was confined by indispo*- 
sition in the very room where the circum- 
stance occurred, and did not feel very com- 
fortable at the prospect of being, perhaps,: 
eaten alive. 

The leopard is sometimes a troublesome 
visitor to the town, destroying sheep, goats^ 
and young cattle, as is also the hyaena. 
Those animals are very nun»erous, and haunt 
most African towns during the night : their 
noise is frightful. Many strange and fa- 
bulous anecdotes are related by the natives 
respecting them ; such as, that they imitate 
the cries of most animals, so as to entr^ 
them, and that they have been observed td 
walk upright, so as to resemble the human 
species. The natives of Grewhe sometimes 
catch them, by setting traps, similar ta the 
rat*traps with falling doors. The sides of 
the trap are built like a house having a 
thatched roof, the door is placed at oii^je end, 
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K^rhich is set (^en ; when the hyaena enters 
and takes the bait (which is generally a 
piece of carrion) that is so placed as to 
communicate with the door by the roofs. 
It falls, and secures the animal : the natives 
then unthatch a part of the building, and 
shoot it. They are never to be seen during 
day-light^ and the places to which they re- 
tire seem to be wholly unknown to the 
natives, as I have frequently interrogated 
them respecting their haunts. 

In the centre of the market there is a; 
large tree, very similar to the midberry, 
except that the branches grow horizontaL 

This tree presents a most extraordinary 
spectacle j for along its branches, thousands 
pf bats, of the largest species, hang sus- 
pended rby their claws, and with their heads 
dawnwards, during the day, and do not 
se6m to be at all disturbed by the noise be- 
Kieath them, although not in a state of som- 
nolency. I shot several, each of which 
measured, between the extremities of the 
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wings, two feet; the form of their head 
bears a strong resemblance to that of a horse, 
but haying the eyes, teeth, and whiskers of 
an immense rat. 

One of the singular customs of the peo- 
ple of Grewhe, as well as those of Popo, 
is the admission of fbmales into the order of 
priesthood ; a custom which has not been 
noticed by Governor Dalzel, in his history 
of Dahomy, An account of the ceremony 
practised on this occasion may be amusing 
to the reader. 

A young female, generally the daughter 
of a Fetiche Man or priest, is selected £>r 
the purpose, who undergoes a probationary 
penance that continues six months^ previous 
to her admission into holy orders. During 
this period, she is initiated by the priests 
into all the mysteries and dbicanery of the 
religion of their forefathers, which consisted 
in the worship of the black and ^diite snak^ 
and in the mummery of giving sadtMity to 
bones, rags, &c. 
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. When she appears in public during the 
period of her probation, her manner is grave 
and sdiemn ; her skin is painted with a kincl 
of white day; rows of shells, of various 
forms and sizes, are hung upon her neckt 
arms, and ancles; and her loins are girt 
with long grass, which reaches to her knees* 
A dwelling is provided for her, in which 
she eats and sleeps alone, and into which 
none are admitted but fetiche men and 
women. 

At the expiration of the six months a 
large assemblage of men, women, and child- 
ren, accompanied by the various orders of 
priesthood, and the musicians belonging to 
the town, takes place on an open space of 
ground, to assist at, and also to witness, 
the last grand ceremony. 

Soon after assembling, the women form 
a circle by joining hands, among whom are 
the companions of the novitiate^s youth, and 
idso Ipr relations, who commence dancing 
^circularly, reversing the movements altei^ 
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nately, after making one complete circle. 
The dancing is accompanied by tihe most 
barbarous and horrid din imaginable, caused 
by the musicians beating on drums, tom-> 
toms, gongs, and blowing horns manufac- 
tured out of elephant's teeth and reeds j 
to which are added the most strange and 
uncouth grimaces and contortions of the 
faces and bodies of the priests, so that a 
spectator might easily imagine them to be a 
number of maniacs, who had been turned 
loose to give effect to the ceremony : and 
were it not for the presence of the little 
children, who look on with fear and astonish- 
ment depicted in their countenances, would 
be no bad representation of Pandemonium. 
Tlie novitiate, soon after dancing com- 
mences, is brought out, by apparent force, 
from a little hut which had concealed her 
from the spectators, and placed in the cen- 
tre of the circle formed by the dancing fe- 
males, from whom she endeavours to escape 
to the hut whence she had been brought, 
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and this she is allowed to accomplish. This 
ceremony is repeated three times ; an in- 
cantation is then delivered by the chief 
priest, and the farce ends. 

One of the conditions by which a female 
is admitted into the order of priesthood, is 
that of leading a life of celibacy, and re- 
nouncing the pleasures of the world : and 
but few are admitted to enter it at all ; for 
during a residence of many months at 
Grewhe, one ceremony only of this land 
was performed, at which I was present. 

There is a striking similarity in the con- 
ditions imposed on these poor deluded Afri- 
can women who are admitted into the priest- 
hood, and many of those nuns, who, in 
eatiiolic Europe, are forced to take the 
veil J only the former are instruments in 
the hands of trsLud and oppression j while 
the others are too often the victims of do- 
mestic tyranny and ambition. But the lot 
of thCirsavage African is^ far superior to that 
of the civilized European. For the former, 
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notwithstanding the restraints imposed on 
her,, can enjoy the sweets of personal liber* 
ty, and has some scope for the play of het 
natural affections; whereas the latter is shut 
within the gloomy walls of a prison, where 
ber short life is passed away in vain regret, 
and in the society of immolated beings, who 
are as melancholy and desponding as herself 
The natives of Dahomy are a jSne looking 
people, docile, and, to their superiors, sub- 
misdve even to extreme servility, which 
arises, no doubt, from the tyrannical form 
of their government; as it holds every man's 
life in the state disposable at will, and eveiy 
man's daughter subservient to the sensual 
pleasure of a despotic savage, who is their 
governor. These people are industrious, 
and apply themsehres to agriculture, as weU 
as to the manu&cturing of articles for do- 
mestic use ; and the market of Grewhe ex- 
hibits as plentiful a supply of native produce 
iis the market at Ardrah. 
. An extraordinary custom prevails among 
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the women of Dahomy, that of causing a 
considerable elongation of the nympfue by 
artificial means. Barrow states, in his Tra^ 
vels in South Afirica, such a conformation 
to be common to the Hottentots, but that 
in them it is natural. Many of the Daho* 
mian women have very fine persons. The 
tattou, or n^onal mark, is a single line 
drawn firom the hair over the forehead, to 
the root of the nose. 

The town of Ardrah, so called by the 
natives, or Porto Nova, by the PcHtuguese, 
is situated between Wydah and Lagos, being 
forty*six miles fit)m liie former, and fifty 
d&om the latter, and lies in latitude 6^ 2&. 
north, and longitude ^^ 4fi'. east» of Green* 
wich, and distant from the sea about tweaty- 
five miles. 

The first mile <^ road from the beach is 
sandy ; it is th^ uneceiKiary to embaik in a 
canoe, to navigate a swamp half a mile wide, 
which is the eastern termination of the ku 
goon that has its emboudiur^iitPopo. 13iis 
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swamp is entirely covered with wood, except 
the tortuous passage through which the ca« 
noes pass ; and alligators, that are the fetiche 
of the Ardrahs, are to be seen in great num- 
bers. The remainder of the road passes 
over a variegated country, part of which 
is thickly wooded and. swampy; but the 
greatest portion of it is open and park-like, 
perfectly level and interspersed with trees* 
The village of Wacca is two-thirds of the 
distance from the sea to the lake ; and there 
is another village, on the margin of the lake, 
near which is the place of embarkation for 
those persons going to Ardrah. When I 
arrived at the latter village, I embarked in 
a canoe, £Uid passed down a muddy creek. 
The canoe men were often compelled to get 
out, and haul the canoe along. . We were 
not long, however, in emerging from the 
swamp, upon the surface of a beautiful lake, 
the eastern extremity of which communir 
cates with Lagos river, about one mile fironx 
the sea. Opposite to Ardrah, the breadth 
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of the lake is three miles ; but three or 
four mUes to the westward of it, it spreads 
out, from north to south, ten or twelve 
miles, and has in this part a number of 
islands scattered upon its surface. 

Ardrah seemed to me to be the most po- 
pulous town (Benin excepted) of any that I 
had visited in Africa, and contains, pro* 
bably, from seven to ten thousand inha- 
bitants. 

It is built in a very irregular manner, as 
towns in Africa generally are. The houses 
are made of <:lay, detached from each other, 
with a high wall surrounding each, in many 
of which are loopholes for musketry. The 
form of the town is elUptical, or rather is 
half an ellipsis, having the lake for the 
longest diameter : and along the line of its 
circumference there is a deep ditch, the 
clay from which has been raised into a wall 
about four feet high, and as many thick, 
some part o£ which is loop-holed. 

Between the town, on its north-westemi 
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extremity, znd the wall, are many welUciil-^ 
tivated fields, producing calavaacies, maize, 
and pumpkins. The surrounding country 
is champaign, and finely wooded, the soil 
sandy and superficial, and the substratum is 
a bed of red loam or marL 

The morning after my arrival, and just as 
the rays of the sun were gilding the horizon, 
I was much surprized to see a group of 
blacks performing the ceremonies of the 
Mahometan religion, because t had never 
seen any other religion prevail than Pagan- 
ism, in any of those towns in Africa where 
I had been. I, however, found that many 
persons in Ardrah professed the Mussulman 
faith, and were dressed after the Moorish 
feshion, with large loose trowsers, short 
shirt, and sash. 

' Outside and parallel with the wall, at the 
north-west extren^ty o£ the town, is the 
road which leads to Hio, a c<mntry of great 
extent, and inhabited by a powerfol and 
warfike nation ; the i^tal <dP which, ac- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARDRAH. 79 

'cording to the natives* account, lies about 
NN£. from Ardrah, at the distance of nine 
days* journey, or 180 miles, allowing a tra- 
veller to proceed at the rate of twenty miles 
a day. 

To the King of Hio the Ardrah people 
pay tribute, as he protects them from the 
incursions of the Dahomians, whose king^ 
has always been very jealous of their rivalry 
in trade. 

The water of the lake is impregnated 
with salt, and unfit for domestic purposes, 
except during the rainy season. Wells have), 
therefore, been made in different parts of 
the town, which is st very unusual diing in 
this part of Africa. 

The natives of Ardrah are indu^trioun, 
and have acquired some proficiency in the 
arts, particularly in manufacturing cotton 
and iron. Cloths of various patterns, thougb 
simple, are made by them, botii of cotton 
and grass, but chiefly of the former, into 
which they frequently weave thifeads taken 
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from the red India sUk taffity, having no 
red dye which they can render permanent. 
The plant which yields indigo is indigenous 
to the soilj in fixing the colour extracted 
from which, they show much practical know- 
ledge, although the process differs but little 
from the mode which Mr. Park saw adopted 
at Sansanding. Cotton thread is always 
dyed before it is woven and dressed. Kid- 
skins art tied all over in knobs, very tight, 
then soaked for some days in a strong dye, 
and, when untied, exhibit a pattern re- 
sembling a star, or rays of blue and white 
radiating from round blue spots. There are 
three or four smiths in the town, where are 
made hoes, cutlasses, nails, bolts, hinges, 
staples, and bits for bridles. 

The bellows used by the smiths are inge- 
niously contrived, consisting of two rough 
goat-skins, set in the ground, two feet 
asunder, and resembling in form, when in- 
flated, two kettle-drums reversed. A stick, 
about four feet long, is introduced into the 
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upper part of each skin, to which it is tied* 
The sticks serve as handles, and are moved 
alternately by a man having one in each 
hand. A pipe leads from each skin, and 
terminates in another pipe, before reaching 
the fire : at the junction, the pipes are not 
air-tight, so that one skin, by this means, re- 
ceives air, while the other discharges it. 
. Soap is manufactured of wood-ashes and 
palm-oil ; sandals, of bull and cow hides ; 
baskets, of various forms, are ingeniously 
wrought and manufactured ; also, earthen- 
ware, for culinary and other purposes j be- 
sides stools, canoes, and mats. 

A singular custom prevails here, that of 
ancnnting, occa^onally, the interior walls of 
houses with fresh cow-dung ; a usefiil prac- 
tice, for it dries quickly^ has by no means 
an unpleasant smell, and fills up crevices^ 
which would otherwise be tenanted by 
noxious and troublesome insects. 
/ The Ardrahs are, in their persons, good- 
looking, muscular, and very black; and 
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i3mr tattoio, or natk^iial m^t^ conatsts of 
three knd)Sof skin raised horisxmtaUyfrbm 
each temple. Their dress is eimple, aii4 
like that of Africans ih general, except ia 
i^ case of those who have adopted th« 
Moeriflh costiune. 

The^ gCTvernuieQt m republican^ although 
90me' of the leading men exercise over the 
^^ai»»rti people a Mod of inihience derived 
ftoifti hereditary right, and seem to divide 
tke power of govemkig thern^ with others 
who have acquired eonsiderable wealth by 
thdir eonmiercial deaHngsr. 

These men» when th^ appeaj: in public^ 
ftither on visits of oereinony, or fixr recre- 
ation» are fdways attended by one or two 
hwidred demesktic slaves and retainers^ who 
are armed with clubs, cutlasses, and other 
weafmis* 

The most weilthy <mni in the town w 
Tammata, but who is b^er known by hia 
Burei^ean name, Monsieur Kenre. He is a 
Afttive of Housa^ and was ciigtiiatty a slave 
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wd taken to France by die master of a 
French vessel, when very young. Being a 
sharp boy^ he waj sent to schoolt where he 
was taught reading, writii^ and accounts ) 
and his services to his master^ during hia 
trading voyages to Africa, were afterwanU 
so beneficial, that he gave him his fre^iom, 
and assisted him to commence business on 
his own account, by granting him credit to a 
ccmsiderable amount. Speaking the Housa, 
£yeo, and fVrench lai^ages, his business 
(that of a slave merchant) became very ex^ 
tensive i and he soon outstripped his cxm^ 
petitors in wealth and influ^ice^ which, as 
these increased, his dwelling was ^nlargedi 
the num|>er of his wives and doi;nestic6 ang4 
^tented, and his whole establisbaoent as# 
samed somediing of a royal &mtu His 
house contains upwards of thirty apart* 
meirts, and his sera^o nearly as many 
wives ; and the whde is surrounded by a 
high mud wall, whidi encloses an area of 
about ten statate acres. His furniture is a 
g2 
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mixture of ^French and African; for, al- 
though he is ostentatious in the display of 
his £uropean finery, his taste is pure Afri- 
can. He dresses as an European ; and his 
dejetmes anddines are quite dh modedeFroJu 
foiSf of which a number of French officers 
are constant partakers, Monsieur Pierre sit- 
ting at the head, and performing the ho- 
nours of the table. At his back are ar- 
ranged a number of his youngest wives, who 
wait upon him exclusively, and place before 
him those dishes adapted to his taste ; 
which consist of vegetables, fish, and animal 
food, highly seasoned, well buttered with 
palm oil, and wherein potash is mixed in 
lieu of salt, and which seasoningi is very 
commonly used as a substitute for salt by 
the natives of Ardrah, Housa, and Eyeo. 
His wives tasted each dish in his presence, 
and before it was placed on the table; ia 
precaution he is in the constant habit of 
having performed by them, in order to deter 
them from mixing any thing in his food of 
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a deleterious quality. Silver forks are ap« 
pendages of his table; and I was often 
amused at the dexterity he displayed in 
their use, although he sometimes forgot faim*> 
self, and thrust his black paw into the dish, 
instead of the fork, which disconcerted him 
for the moment, as it generally excited 
among his European guests a hearty laugh 
at his expense, which he by no means re- 
lished. Had one of his wives or domestics, 
relaxed a muscle of their face on such an 
occasion, their liberty would, in all proba- 
bility, have been forfeited for the ofience. 
He is a man of naturally quick parts, but 
combined with a savage disposition, which 
neither education, nor a constant intercourse 
with Europeans, has at all ameliorated; 
and the acquisition of considerable property 
has operated upon him in the same manner 
as we often perceive it does on the low and 
vulgar, in civilized countries, by rendering 
them arrogant, despotic, and overbearing, 
and who, if they had the samepower as this 
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Abicia savlge^ would probably sadriflce^ 
with as little remorse, th6 libetiiey, and even 
the lives of human beings, who might be« 
oomt objects of their suspicion or resent* 
ment. 

Monsieur Bbrre is natoraMy avaricious^ 
Ibe increase of his wealth therefore created 
an increased desire to secure it. He caused 
a coniriderable excavation to be made under 
oneoftheinterior apartments of his dwell- 
ing, by a number (t^his domestic slaves, by 
whom^ And hi* confidential females, the se« 
cret only was known ^ and to secure the 
secret SEtiU fUrther^ he had the poor fdlows 
who made the exoavatiton, put into sacks, 
and conveyed to the sea side by a number of 
Fimtee canoe men, who afterwards took 
them on bos^d of a fVench ship, then on 
the point of sailing for the West-Indies* 

He gave (a little before I went to Ardrah) 
a proof of the ferodty of his disposition, by 
ordering the ke^er of his slaves to be be« 
headed for having aUowed two of them to 
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' escape ; and the headless trunk of his body, 
I saw tied up in a mat, And lying exposed 
in a hole, from which clay had been taken, 
and very near the gate which led to his 
dwelling. Among hi3 European acquire* 
menta, that of blowing the French horn wag 
his favorite, as he generally gave a few fl(Mi« 
riahes upcm it every evening, especially, 
when any traders belonging to Hio had ar» 
riv^ from that kingdom, b^re whom he 
was very proud of exhibiting his skilL He 
is an excellent player at billiards, and has 
a large billiard table placed in a room built 
expressly for the purpose, the walls of which 
are mud lined with split bamboo, over which 
a fine paper is ingenicmsly placed ^ and 
again$tit, there hang several portraits of 
the various members of theBonrbcm fiEunily* 
£l^^nt SQi&s and chairs complete ihe for« 
niture of the apartment. 
. The face of the country about Ai^tih, 
as I have before remarked, is extremdy 
beautifdl and £irtiib, prodneii^ all the 
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cessaiies of life in great abundance, and 
many of the valuable , plants and fruits found 
in tropical climates, viz. the sugar cane, the: 
plants which yield indigo and cotton, pine- 
apples, guavas, limes, cocoa nuts, papaws» 
and a tree which yields a fniit (called by 
the natives soosee) resembling in form a 
large pippin; when ripe, it bursts at the 
outer extremity in a quadratic form, and' 
exhibits four seeds very like Windsor beans 
when busked* These beans are the only 
part of the fruit which are eaten, and are 
considered very nutritious. Strangers dislike 
them at first, but soon become very f<md of 
them. They are peculiar to this part of 
Africa^ that is, to Ardrah and Grewhe. 

The market, particularly on the great 
market day, which is every sixth day, pre- 
sents a scene of activity and bustie not often 
to be seen in Afiican towns, and bears a 
strong resemblance to the markets held on 
Sundays in tiie West Indies, which are at* 
tended by the slav^ from the country, wha 
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bring to them their little stock of ground 
provisions, poultry, and fruit, for sale; and 
where may be also seen mixed with them, 
the hucksters belonging to the town, re- 
tailing European manufactures, salt beef, 
pork and herrings. 

The avenues leading to the market at 
Ardrah, have commonly in them in^i sell- 
ing bundles of fire-wood, earthenware of 
native manufacture, pigs and goats. The 
market, which is spacious, is occupied by a 
number of traders, many of whom have stalls 
covered with mats to protect them from the 
sen and rain, and on which are exhibited 
for sale the manufactures of Europe and 
India, of various kinds, such as handker- 
chiefs, both red and blue, from Manchester; 
linens, silesias from Germany, silk hand- 
kerchiefs, cuttanees and taffities from Ma- 
dras ; tobacco from the Brazils, in rolls, and 
also manufactured into snuff; iron, coral, 
cowries, beads, &c. There are also exhi- 
bited for sale, cloth from Eyeo and Jaboo, 
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i^pun cotton, dyed and otherwise ; kid skiiifl^ 
dyed and dressed; sandals, h(mf chibs 
Goriously carved and ornamented^ straw 
hats, stools, potash, soap, indigo leaves 
and stalks J also com, calavanciea, peas^ 
yams, plantains, palm oil, ground nuts, 
pine apples, ducks, fowls, guinea hens, veni- 
son, beef, pork, honey, and palm wine. 

The mode of manufacturing indian com, 
both here, and at Badagry, and Lagos, is 
peculiar to these parts o£ Africa, and is as 
follows. 

The maize being ground very fine, is 
tiien steeped in water until it becomes 
slightly add, when all the fannaceous part 
is squeezed out by the hand, and the grosser 
particles are thrown to the fowls. In this 
state it is boiled, and the natives ooxmwm 
it whilst it is warm ; it resembles ex9J0tlys 
in consistency and taste, the pottage used 
l^y the natives of Scotland, crfled sowens, 
and whidb is extra<^ed from oatmeal by a 
sMIar process. It is also son\etiines boiled 
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ih slips of piantaiii leaves made up in trian* 
gular forms, and when cold, (in which state, 
it is generally eaten,) resembles very fine 
blanc-manger, and is a pleasant, cooling, 
and nutritious diet In many of the avenues 
of the to^m, old women may be seen, early 
in the morning, retailing it in a warm state 
to their customers, who eat it as they re- 
ceive it Payment is made in cowries* 

A great number of cattte are kept by the 
natives of Ardrah, the milk of which is con* 
sumed by the black mussulmans and Euro* 
pean residents. Horses are also very nu- 
merous, well broken, and tractable ; and 
the natives, especially those' of Hio, manage 
them with considerable address. The use 
of milk, and the management of horses, 
there is little doubt, have been origindly 
taught by the Moors to the natives of Housa 
and Hio, and, by them, to the inhabitants 
of Ardrah; indeed, 1 never saw but one 
horse on the whole line of coasts extend- 
ing from Cape Pi^teias to Lagos, (except at 
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Ardrah) and that was at Accra. It had 
been a present from a chief in the inte* 
rior, to the governor of Christiansburgh. 

The Hios are a fine race of people, and 
are well skilled both in agriculture and in 
manuf^turing articles for domestic pur- 
poses. The country which they inhabit is 
of great extent, being bordered on the north- 
east by Housa, on the south-west by Daho- 
my, and the influence of its government 
extends to the south as far as the sea by 
way of Ardrah. 

If we are to believe the accounts of the 
natives, the king of Hio has an organized 
army amounting to 100,000 men, composed 
of infantry, and cavaky ; but the natives 
of Africa are so prone to exaggerate every, 
circumstance connected with the nation to 
which they individually belong, that it is 
very difficult to ascertain the truth, parti-, 
cularly as connected with the population of 
of a town, the numerical force of an army, 
or the extent of a kingdom. 
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I heard of but one white man, who had 
ever been at the capital of Hio, and he was 
a French ofBcer belonging to a slave ship. 
He certainly stated the population to be 
considerable, but by no means equal to 
what he had been taught to expect ; and 
the army, as an African army, as far as 
he could judge, he thought to be a toler- 
ably efficient one. A part of it was mar- 
shalled before him, and he strongly sus- 
pected that several of the corps were passed 
in review more than once, as corps which 
he had not before seen. This was a politi- 
cal stratagem that would hardly have been 
expected from an African savage ; but the 
Frenchman had no doubt of the fact. 

He was treated by the king while in Hio, 
with great distinction, although he thought 
himself closely watched. He was absent 
nearly a month, and described the country 
over which he passed, as level, wild, un- 
cultivated, and possessing but a scanty po- 
pulation. 
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The cloth manu&tured in Hio is supe- 
rior, both for variety of pattern, color, and 
dimensions, to any made in the neighbonr^ 
ing states ; and some of the artidb^ wrought 
bj them in iron exhibit mudi skill and in- 
genuity. It surfirtsed me to find iJie Hio 
women as well as those of Housa acquainted 
with the taste of cheese, as well as with the 
mode of making it, which they described^ 
and which left no doubt in my mind that it 
was an article of domestic cmutumption in 
these countries. 

The Hios are extremely black and mus^ 
cukr, and generally 9bofve the middle me ; 
in disposition tiiey are mild, docile, and 
submisshre. Tiieir country marie on the 
face consists of three short cuts, each about 
one and a half inch long, running obliquely 
on each aide of the mouth. 

The natives of Housa are of the middle 
size, generally thin and active, wil^ h%h 
cheek^bcoies. Their country mark consists 
of very small lines cut longitudinally upon 
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cadi chedc fro* the temjplea to the chin* 
They are an agricultural people, and iiiha* 
bit Vi f<^le country of great extent 

The town of Badagry, where conaiderabU 
trade has been carried on by the slave deaU 
er^ is placed within three miles of the tea 
on the north bank of the lake w river 
th«Kt descefida from Ardrah to Lagos^ a»d 
is nearly eqm-diM;ant from those plac^u 
Its trade at one period was very extrasivc^ 
for the customs exacted there were triflii^ 
both as it respected the inland traders and 
Europeans, which cauaed many of them to 
gi¥e it a preference to Lagos, as a trading 
station wliei!e the duties were exorbitant. 
It was also more cobveniaitiy situated for 
communicating with the shipping thim Ax^ 
drah^ aqd began to absorb a lai^e poilioa 
of the trade <^ botl^ places. But iirifortu-* 
nately it had not power to jMrotect iteeJf 
from the je^dcmsy of those riv^ toiding 
towas^ who o^Qfi^ed its ruin, wd soon 
effected it, by attacking it with a powerful 
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army and despoiling the inhabitants of all 
their property. 

The town of Lagos is built on a bank or 
island, which appears to have been raised 
from Cradoo lake, by the eddies, after the 
sea and periodical rains had broken down 
the boundary which separated it from the 
ocean. The island is of inconsiderable size, 
about .four miles from the sea, and a foot 
only above the level of the lake at high 
water, which is so shallow that boats of only 
ten or fifteen tons burthen can approach the 
town. An active traffic in slaves was carried 
on at this place, particularly aft^r Ardrah 
was deserted by the French traders. 

It has always been the policy of the La- 
gos people, like those of Bonny, to be them- 
selves the traders and not brokers. They 
therefore go in their canoes to Ardrah and 
Badagry, and to the towns situated at the 
NE. extremity of Cradoo lake, where tJiey 
purchase slaves, Jaboocloth,andsuch articles 
as are required for domestic consumption. 
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The necessaries of life are here extremely 
abundant and cheap, and are brought chiefly 
frdm the country or northern margin of 
Cradoo lake, which communicates with 
JalKK), a very fertile kingdom, and inha^ 
biied by an agricultural and manufacturing 
people. 

It is these people who send so much cloth 
to Lagos and Ardrah, which the Fortugqese 
traders from the Brazils purchase for that 
market^ and which i&held there in much 
estimation by the black population ; proba- 
btyv n<)t <Mdy on account of its durability, 
but because it is manufactured in a country 
which gave many of them, or their parents, 
birth, as the Portuguese have always car- j 
tied on an extremely active trade in slaves • 
at Wydah, Ardrah, and Lagos. 

The horrid custom of impaling alive a 
young female, to propitiate the favour of the 
goddess presiding over the rainy season, 
that she may fifl the horn of plenty, is prac- 
tised here annually. The immolation of tins 

H 
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victim to superstitious usage takes place 
soon after the vernal equinox ; and along 
jdth her are sacrificed sheep and goats 
which, together with yams, heads of maize, 
and plantains, are hung on stakes on each 
side of her. Females destined thus to be 
destroyed, are brought up for the express 
purpose in the king's or caboceer's serag- 
lio i and it is said, that their minds have 
previously been so powerfully wrought upon 
by the fetiche men, that they proceed to the 
place of execution with as much cheerful- 
ness as those infatuated Hindoo women 
who are burnt with their husbands. One 
was impaled while I was at Lagos, but 
of course I did not witness the ceremony. 
I passed by where the lifeless body still 
remained on the stake a few days after- 
wards. 

Male dogs are banished to the towns 
opposite to Lagos ; for if any are caught 
there, they are immediately strangled, split, 
and trimmed like sheep, and hung up at the 
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door of some great man, where rows of the 
putrid carcases of their canine brethren are 
often to be seen. They are fetiche, and in- 
tended to counjtervail the machinations of 
the evil spirit. 

At the eastern extremity of the town, 
there are a few large trees, which are co- 
vered with the heads of malefactors. The 
skulls are nailed to the trunks and large 
limbs, and present a very appalling spec- 
tacle. 

The town swarms with water rats from 
the lake, which burrow in the ground, and 
are so audacious that they not unfrequently 
make their appearance under the dinner- 
table while the guests remain sitting at it. 

The mouth of the river is very shallow 
and dangerous, and many boats belonging 
to English vessels, with their crews and 
cargoes, have been lost in entering it. 
The French, more prudent, always land 
their goods from canoes, upon the beach 
to the eastward of the river^s mouth, and 
H 2 
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pay the portage to the town. They also 
warp the fresh water for the use of their 
vessels through the sur^ rather than risk 
the lives of the seamen by sending them for 
it in boats into the river. 

Tl^ population of the town of Lagas may 
amount to 5,000 j but there ^e two or thre^ 
populous villages on the north side of Cra« 
doo lake, over which the caboceer of La- 
gos has jurisdiction. This chief's pow^r is 
absolute and his disposition tyrannical tp 
excess y his name is Cootry* 

When I first paid him a visit, he was hold- 
ing a levee, and dispensing favours to hia 
courtiers with his own royal hand, which 
consisted of pieces of the putrid carcase of 
a cow. Eacb individual crawled to the foot 
of the throne, upon his hands and knees^ 
(rubbing, occasionally, his forehead in tlw^^ 
dust), to receive the princely gift, and, witb 
welLbred politeness^ and courtier-like ser- 
vility, crawled back again to bis seat, his 
poditenoca finrt advancing, Kk^ tibosfe of a 
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bear's, when it descends a tree. The rootn^ 
however, was so intoleraMy hot^ and the 
stench from the carrion so ofiensiye, that I 
was compelled to make a precipitate retreat^ 
or forfeit all claim to an acquaintance with 
royalty, by committing a breach of good 
manners, which a violent nausea at the sto- 
mach warned me was fast approaching; so 
that I had not an oppcntunity of witnessing 
at this time the effect of King Cootay^s 
royal munificence to his courtiers, although 
I felt the full force of it upon myself. 

The entrance leading to the audience* 
chamber presented a very curious spectacle. 
It was an oblong room of considersdile 
length, having an opening along the centre 
of the roof to admit light and air. At one 
extremity, there was arranged the King's 
fetiche, which consisted of three elephant's 
teeth placed in a recHning posture against 
tl^ wall, with the convex part outwards^ 
and sprinkled with biood. . On each side o£ 
the i^rtment; there were tumbled together. 
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promiscuously, aiticles of trade, and costly 
presents, in a state of dilapidation; namely, 
rolls of tobacco, boxes of pipes, cases of 
gin, ankers of brandy, pieces of cloth, of 
Indian and European manufacture, iron 
bars, earthenware, a beautiful hand-organ, 
the bellows of which were burst; two ele- 
gant chairs of state, having rich crimson 
damask covers^ all in tatters; a handsome 
sedan chair, without a bottom ; and two ex» 
pensive sofas, without legs. These, I pre- 
sume, were placed thus conspicuously, with 
a view to impress the minds of those 
persons who were permitted to approach 
the royal presence, with ideas of the wealth 
and grandeur of his sable Majesty ; and po- 
litically, might perhaps be considered as 
something similar to the pageantry with 
which it is thou^t necessary to surround 
royalty in civilized countries, and which have 
so captivating and imposing an effect on the 
unthinking and vulgar. 

Cootry, like many of his royal brethren 
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ia Africa, is a receiver of stolen goods; for 
he does not hesitate to share what his ser- 
vants purloin : and that servant is his 
greatest favourite, who can rob his Euro- 
pean friends with most address. 

It was no secret to the master of a vessel, 
that his storehouse was clandestinely en- 
tered, and robbed of several bags of com 
by one of the King's domestics ; and he 
sent a message to the black monarch, that 
if he caught the thief in the act, he would 
shoot him, whoever he might be. The op- 
portunity soon occurred, and the man was 
shot when in the act of taking away upon 
his head a bag of corn. When the King 
was informed of the circumstance, his only 
remark was, that the fellow was a fool, and 
not tL proper man for a thief. 

On interrogating Occondo, the King's 
favourite and linguist, respecting the ele- 
phants' teeth, and why they were Cootry's 
fetiche, his answer was, that the elephant 
being more sagacious and stronger than any 
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Other animal, he represented best (meta- 
ph(»ically, of oourse) Cootiy's power over 
his subjects. If the black monarch had 
be^ acquainted with heraldry, it would be 
a reasonable inference to draw, that his 
fetiche was in reality his coat of arms; and 
certainly a black African king and an ele- 
phant would be much more natural and ap- 
propriate than St. George and a dragon* 

The policy of this African despot, in or- 
dering the devil to pay his metropolis an 
occasional visit, is by no means a weak stra- 
tagem, especially when we hear of learned 
divines and holy doctors being called on in 
civilized countries to subdue the dark spirit^ 
and drive him out of some cdd bedridden 
hypochondriac or impostor. 

Cootry's devil is no aerial spirit, for he is 
a devil in reality ; an armed man licensed 
to commit murder. His avocation is to 
run through the diflerent avenues of the 
town, disguised in a mask^ and to destroy 
all who may chance to fall in his way ; but 
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as notice is ^ren by the Gong Gtmg, or 
bellman, of his intended noctornal visit, it 
is but seldom any person loses his life« 
Europeans receive notice, and are requested 
not to leave their houses on the evening of 
his appearance, as the devil in Lagos is no 
rei^cter of persons. The fellow who per- 
forms the part comes from one of the vil- 
lages on the opposite side dTthe lake ; and 
the inhabitants of Lagos are certainly much 
alarmed at his visits, and inquire from their 
neighbours, the following morning, in whis* 
pers, how they fared during the night. 

Besides the public warning usually given 
on such occasions, the devil always makes 
his appearance at full moon ; so that if the 
King should be out raking, he may not 
mistake his royal master for a subject, al- 
though it would be a favourable opportunity 
to rid the people of a tyrant. 

Cradoo Lake is a fine piece of water, and 
of great extent; but the country surround- 
ing it being very low, and but little ele- 
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vated above its surface, renders it tame and 
uninteresting. In the midst of mountain 
scenery, it would rank in size, and perhaps 
in beauty, among lakes of the first dass. 
The colour of its water during the wet sea- 
son, is that of clay, but when dry weather 
prevails, it is deeply tinged with decom- 
posed vegetable matter. Fish is very 
abundant in it, particularly mullet, of a 
large size and fine flavour; but the atmo- 
sphere so quickly decomposes animal matter 
after life has become extinct, that in four 
hours after fish has been taken from the 
lake, it becomes putrid ; so that to render 
it available, as food for Europeans, it must 
be taken very near the hour of dinner. As 
for the Africans, they are as great epicures 
in fish, as our gourmands are in game ^ for 
the nearer it attains the true epicurean fla- 
vour in smell, taste, and consistency (which 
is that of well digested food), the more 
suitable it is to their palates^ 

During the rainy season, hippopotami 
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freqiient some marshy islands nearly oppo« 
site to Lagos ; but they are seldom, if ever, 
taken by the natives, although the teeth of 
these animals are sometimes ofiered for 
sale, but which are brought from the towns 
of Cradoo and Kosi, on the north-east mar* 
gin of the lake. Alligators are numerous, 
and infest the ponds from which water ia 
taken for the use of the shipping. A very 
large one, which appeared as the monarch 
of the pond, the sailors called Old Tom, 
and which some of my men employed in 
the watering boat determined to destroy. 
They accordingly obtained a three pounder, 
and placed it so as to point immediately to 
the bank on which Old Tom was in the 
constant practice of basking in the sun. 
This they loaded with a heavy charge of 
grape shot, and, watching a proper opportu- 
nity, discharged it, and killed the alUgator, 
which had really become a source of terror 
to some of the boats* crews. It measured 
thirty feet Its skin, which had been taken 
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off and stuflfed^the rats devoured on board 
the ship. 

Cowries are the medium of exchange and 
calculations are made in ounces and arkies^ 
as on the Gold Coast ; 16,000 cowries make 
an ounce, being the same mode of calcula* 
tion as that practised at Ardrah, Wydah^ 
imd Popo. 

Tlie Jaboos inhabit a country situated 
between Hio and Benin, are a fiue looking 
people, and always seem as if they came 
from a land of plenty, being stout, healthy, 
and full of vigour. They are a very in- 
dustrious people, and manufacture for sale 
an immense number of common Guinea 
cloths : besides raising cattle, sheep, poul- 
try, corn, and calavancies, with which they 
supply their neighbours. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Benin — Gatto creek — The capital of Beimi ; interview 
with the king; dancing women; customs of the na- 
tives; peculation; affinity to the Heebos ; their na- 
tional mark — ^The Creek, or Jo people : salt — ^New 
Town — Warre; journey there; manufactures; popu- 
lation; audience with the king, his dress; relics 
of Catholicism; a peep into the king's seraglio ; houses 
-—Bonny ; great market for slaves— Heeboos ; nnm* 
ber exported; fEurs where they are sold; their cha- 
racter — King Pepple — ^New Calabar — Fetiche> or 
Jew Jeu — John A^ca — Old Calabar — Camaroon^— 
Graboon — Climate— Smokes— The island of Pernan- 
dipo— Princes — St. Thomas— Annabona — Majimiba; 
singular appearance of the natives — ^King Cole— Ma* 
l^mba ; the town ; comparative salubrity of its cli- 
mate: local advanta^ for colonizing — ^Natives; their 
character. 

The country called Benin is of considerable 
extent^ and situated principally to the north 
and west of the river Formosa, from which 
a wide and deep creek branches, that leads 
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to a town called Gatto, where vessels trad- 
ing with Benin have their factories. Craft 
of the burthen of sixty tons can navigate 
this creek to within four or five miles of the 
town, which is distant from the Formosas 
thirty-five miles; and the first dry land 
which appears after entering that rivfer is 
near Gatto, the intermediate country be- 
ing a morass covered with an impenetrable 
forest. 

It is the practice here for masters of 
vessels to pay the king a visit soon after 
their arrival; and such a ceremony is seldom 
allowed to be dispensed with, as on these 
occasions the black monarch receives a 
handsome present, consisting of a piece of 
silk damask, a few yards of scarlet cloth, 
and some strings of coral. Soon after my 
arrival, therefore, and while my health yet 
permitted it, I got into my hammock, and 
at the end of the second day, I arrived at 
the capital of Benin. 

The course of the road from Gatto to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



BENIN. Ill 

capital is about NE. by N. and the road 
passes over a country nearly level, inter- 
sected with deep woods and swamps ; the 
distance I estimated to be about forty miles. 

The face of the country surrounding 
Benin bears much the same character as 
that of Ardrah and Grewhe, except that it 
is more thickly wooded. The town is large 
and populous, and contains probably 15,000 
inhabitants ;' it is built very irregularly, the 
houses being placed without any regard to 
order, and detached; consequently occu- 
pying a large space of ground. 

The king of Benin is fetiche, and tiie 
principal object of adoration in his domi- 
nions. He occupies a higher post here 
than the pope does in catholic Europe ; for 
he is not only God's vicegerent upon earth, 
but a god himself, whose subjects both obey 
and adore him as such, although I believe 
their adoration to arise rather from fear than 
love ; as cases of heresy are tried before a 
much more summary, though a more mer- 
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cifuU tribunal than the inquisition, t^ 
abominable engine of catholic despotism. 
For delinquency, if proved in the former 
instance, is punished promptly by the de« 
linquent receiving the coup de tete, which 
terminates instantly both his life and suffer* 
ings ; whereas the inquisitions of the catho^* 
lie states of civUii^ed Europe, by a refinement 
in cruelty, protract the sufferings of the un* 
fortunate victiins who may have fallen under 
their displeasure, by immuring them for 
years in loathsome dungeons ; then apply-* 
ing to their bodies the rack, to extort from 
them a recantation of their heresies ; and 
afterwards by cutting their throats, as their 
progenitors, the Spaniards,, did the unfbr* 
tiinate natives of Hispaniola and Cuba im-» 
mediately after baptism^ to prevent them 
from relapsing into apostasy. 

King Bowarre, who is now about forty- 
five years of age» although he is supposed 
by his poor deluded suli^cts to have the at- 
tributes of a god (it being a; very heinous 
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trime for any of them to entertain an 
opinion that he, like other ndortals, requires 
either food or sleep), knew very well that 
white men, with all their ingenuity, re- 
quired both ; he therefore ordered his ne- 
phew's house to be prepared for my accom- 
modation, and sent me a sheep, some fowls, 
yams and pumpkins. 

The day following my arrival, I had the 
honour <rf an interview with himj he re- 
ceived me with much politeness, particu- 
l^y after the fine flashy piece of red silk 
damask, which I had brought with me as a 
present for him, had been unfolded. The 
conversation was carried on with the aid of 
the king's trader, who resides at Gatto, and 
who had accompanied me from thence to 
act as my linguist. Trade was the princi- 
pal, indeed the only subject discussed ; for 
kin^ Bowarre, although he is both a god 
and a king, trades, nevertheless, in slaves 
and ivory. 

The Benin people, like those of Ardrah 
I 
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^d Lagos, are great cottsUttiers of Bi^aft 
tobacco, not any vesiffels loaded with ^hich 
had for some time arrived from the Brazils^ 
This wias a subject of much conversation, 
and of deep regret on the part of the king* 

The audience lasted about one hour j he 
then presented me with two or three coun- 
try cloths, and a small piece of ivory, when 
I made 'my bow and took my leave of him. 

There are in Benin a number of itinerant 
dancing-women, who were sent to amuse 
me, and whose performance before the house 
constantly attracted a crowd of persons of 
both sexes, who conducted themselves with 
great decorum during the exhibition. The 
ladies danced in the fandango style, perhaps 
not quite so modestly as our fkshionable 
belles, although more in character, by hold- 
ing in their hands excellent substitutes for 
castanets, with which they kept time ad- 
mirably. These consisted of small hollow 
gourds, over which are spread nets having 
small pease strung on the sides of the 
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meshes* Holes at the top received the fore- 
fingers of their right hands, with which the 
gourds were shaken, and occasionally struck 
against the palms of their left hands, beating 
responses to the tunes sung by the dancers. 

The king and his principal courtiers are 
ostentatious in their dress, wearing damask, 
taffity, and cuttanee, after the country 
fashion. Coral is a veiy favourite ornament 
in the royal seraglio, which is always well 
filled ; and the women, like those of the 
Heebo nation, wear a proftision of beads, 
if they can by any means obtain them* 

Human sacrifices are not so frequent 
here as in some parts of Africa j yet besides 
those immolated on the death of great men, 
three or four are annually sacrificed at the 
mouth of the river, as votive offerings to 
the sea, to direct vessels to bend their 
course to this horrid climate. 

The number of slaves obtained at Benin 

was at one period very considerable j but 

the extreme unhealthiness of the country 

was, I apprehend, the chief cause why the 
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English trade at this place declined. The 
medium of exchange is salt, and calculsi- 
tions are made in pawns, one of which is 
equal to a bar in Bonny, or Qs. 6d. sterling* 

The land about the town of Benin is fer- 
tile, although but little of it is cultivated. 
Sheep, goats, pigs, poultry, and yams, are 
plentiful and cheap. There is here also a 
breed of small cattle. 

What country, or of what description, or 
inhabited by what pation, bounds the north 
of that inhabited by the Heebos, I could 
never obtain any satisfactory account ; but 
it is certain, that there are not any slaves 
sold at Bonny, that pass from the interior 
through it. The kingdom of Benin may be 
called its western boundary, although its 
inhabitants and their language bear a striking 
affinity to the Heebos. The colour of their 
skins is somewhat darker; though much 
lighter than the Jaboos or Hios. 

The national mark is ^ on each temple^ 
and three very extensive scars on the abdo- 
men above the umbUical chord. 
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The Creek, or Jo people, are a predatory 
race, and frequently attack boats bound to 
Gattoj and when weakly manned, they 
have been known to murder the crew, 
plunder their cargoes, and bum the boats. 
They had once the audacity to attempt to 
surprise in the night a brig under my com- 
mand, which I had taken to the mouth of 
the river, for the purpose of allowing the 
crew to have the advantage of breathing a 
better atmosphere, hoping, by that means, 
to counteract the bad effects of the climate, 
which had begun to make serious inroads 
on their health. They had acquired inform- 
ation of the ineffective state of the crew, 
and meant to hazard the experiment of 
quietly boarding us in the night with four 
canoes full of people ; but as we thought 
some attempt of the kind might be made, 
we were prepared to receive them, and on 
firing a few shots they retreated. They, 
however, made a second attempt the follow- 
ing night with an increased force, but when 
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the musket balls began to whiz about their 
ears, they all laid down on the bottom of 
their canoes, and aUowed themselves to be 
drifted away in them by the tide j for they 
had the sagacity to avail themselves of a 
strong flood, and to puU up against it in the 
wake of the vessel, in order to elude observ- 
ation, and to secure a retreat in caise of 
necessity. 

On the west head of the river, as weU as 
on the opposite shore, a number of huts 
have been erected, where salt is made from 
sea water. At full tide, die sea approaches 
very near to these huts, at which time the 
natives fill the vessels (composed chiefly of 
earthenware of native manufacture) with 
salt water, and evaporate it by fire. Some 
of the salt made in this way is very good, 
but a large portion of it is of a bad colour, 
and sandy. 

New Town is placed about eighteen miles 
from the mouth of the river, and is in the 
territory and under the jurisdiction of the 
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king of Warre, and Wacoo the captain of 
the river derives his power and consequence 
from being placed there to receive the king's 
duties, which are very moderate, from ves- 
sels visiting the Formosas for the purpose 
of trade* It being a mere trading station, 
the population is inconsiderable, and the 
houses wretched hovels built on the north 
point of Warr^ creek, which is so swampy 
that the inhabitants are under the necessity 
erf placing cid cano^ with their bottoms 
upwards, in order to be enabled to pass 
upon them, from hcwjse to house, otherwise 
^xej would sink kn^ deep in mud. 
. The jiver, in consequence of its bed and 
•margin being composed of mud, has scarcely 
any variety of fiA in it, and what the na- 
tives obtain, are caught in hol^ amongst 
the roots of the mangrove trees, and are a 
kind of small eel seldom exceeding six inches 
in length and an inch and half in diame- 
ter; these with yams form the chief part of 
4iieir food. The yams are brought from a 
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considerable distance^ as there is not any 
cultivated land within many miles c£ New 
Town. 

Being desirous of paying the king of 
Warr^ a visit, I left my vessel early in the 
morning, in the month of February, having 
Wacoo as my guide and protect(Hr. As the 
journey to the capital would occupy two 
days and one night, we took every thing 
requisite to render ourselves comfortable 
during the time we should be in the canoe 
which conveyed us, and which had over it 
an awning made of mats, that protected us 
from the intensity of the rays of the sun^ 
and the heavy dews o£ the night. Our 
canoe proceeded at about the rate of faox 
miles an hour, taking an east course along 
the creeks, some of them both wide and 
deep, and odiers barely of sufficient mag- 
nitude to allow our small bark to navigate 
them. 

During our passage to Warr^, ym crossed 
two rivers, which join the sea to the north>^ 
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ward of Cape Formosa ; and we only saw 
two small villages on the whole extent of 
the road to that town. 

This country is covered with an impene- 
trable forest, which grows upon land that 
seems composed of alluvion ; and even in 
the middle of the dry season, water covers 
a large portion of its surface nearly to the 
depth of afoot. 

We arrived at Warre' about five o'clock 
the following day. This town is situated 
on a beautiful island, about five miles in 
circumference, and which might have fallen 
from the clouds in the midst of a desert ; 
for it is a little elevated above the surround- 
ing country before described, is well culti^ 
vated, and has much the appearance of an 
extensive park. 

^ The sub-stratum of the island is composed 
^ a tenacious red clay, from which the inha- 
bitants manufacture jars for holding water, 
and utensils of various forms for domestic 
purposes* These are baked in ovens, con- 
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«tructed of wood, placed in the open air, 
and the oven i$ con^vaaed while the pots 
are baking. From the great quantity we 
8WW manufactured, earthetiware muat con- 
fttitute here a considerable article of trade. 
Much trade is carried on here with the 
natives of Bonny and New Calabar, who 
come in their canoes for that purpose? and 
the slaves obtained by them are principally 
composed of the natives of Allakoo, who are 
called at Bonny the brass country negroes, 
from the circmnstance of the neptunes, or 
large brass pans, taken from Europe to Bon*- 
ny, being requisite for this particular trade. 
These neptunes are used, during the dry 
^season, by the Creek and surrounding coun- 
try people, for the purpose of evaporating 
sea-water to obtain its salt, which is here 
the medium of exchange, and a great trade 
is carried on in this article with the interior 
country. These people assemble at the 
mouths of the river, where they construct 
Imts and carry on their manufacture. 
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The ca][>ital of Warr6 is divided into two 
towns, distant from each other half amileu 
The most populous one is that in which the 
king resides^ and the combined population 
amounts probably to 5,000 souls. 

We had lodgings prepared for us at the 
house of our guide's father, and soon after 
Our arrival, refreshments were sent us by 
the king, accompanied by a message, that 
he would be glad to see us die following 
day. We accordingly waited on him (our 
guide acting as linguist), and arrived at his 
house about mid-day. After passing through 
five or six apartments of various forms and 
sizes, we were ushered into the audience 
chamber, where we found his sable m^esty 
fully prepared for the occasion, and seated 
on a low stool, placed on a kind of platform^ 
raised about eighteen inches above the floor. 
A boy was holding a pink silk umbrella over 
his head, and another was brushing away 
flies with an elephant's tail. To our ex- 
treme surprise^ we found the king rigged 
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out in the European style, and wanting no- 
thing to complete the dress but a shirt and a 
neckcloth. 

The king whose name is Otoo, appeared 
about sixty years of age, his countenance 
mild and intelligent, and his person of the 
middle size, inclined to corpulency. He 
had on a white satin waistcoat trimmed 
with silver lace, a silk purple coat much 
embroidered, black satin small-clothes with 
knee buckles, coarse thread stockings, 
shoes and buckles, and a large black hat 
trimmed round the edge with red feathers; 
aU of which appeared to us of Portuguese 
fabric, except the coat and waistcoat, which, 
there is little doubt, had, at a former period, 
been worn by some noble peer or knight at 
the court of St. James's. 

Our audience continued about an hour, 
when king Otoo dismissed us with much 
courtesy, and requested that while we re- 
mained at Warr6 we would visit him daily. 

On entering the first apartment of the 
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palace^ we were much surprised to see, 
placed on a rude kind of table, several em- 
blems of the catholic religion, consisting of 
crucifixes, mutilated saints, and other trum- 
pery. Some of these articles were manu- 
factured of brass, and others of wood. 
On inquiring how they came into their pre- 
sent situation, we were informed that se- 
veral black Portuguese missionaries had 
been at Warr6, many years since, endea- 
vouring to convert the natives into Christ- 
ians J and the building in which they per- 
formed their mysteries, we found still 
standing. 

A large wooden cross, which had with- 
stood the tooth of time, was remaining in a 
very perfect state, in one of the angles 
formed by two roads intersecting each 
other. We could not learn that the Portu- 
guese had been successful in making pro- 
selytes ; indeed, king Otoo's subjects ap- 
peared to trouble themselves very little 
about reUgion of any kind. 
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The government although monarchkaly 
appeared to us mild j and, from the appa- 
rent equality and freedom that existed 
among the natives generally, to partake more 
of the republican form than the monarchi- 
cal. Polygamy is common here, as in other 
parts of Africa ; and the number of wives 
which the black monarch had exceeded 
sixty } for such I judged to be the amount^ 
as one day in my rambles, I inadvertently 
peeped into the royal seraglio. This build- 
ing is at some distance from the king's 
residence, and has the form of a quadran- 
gle with a large open area, in the centre; 
the doors and windows of the various apart- 
ments which compose the sides opening into 
it. The external walls are comparatively 
high, and have but one opening. Hearing 
the noise of many voices, and the door stand- 
ing invitingly open, I walked in, when loud 
screams from a vast number of women and 
children assailed my ears. As I perceived 
that my presence very much alarmed them. 
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I did hot advance far beyond the threshold 
of the door, \vhere I first entered, but re- 
mained stationary a few minutes, in order 
to observe what their various employments^ 
WCTe J and here indeed were queens ac- 
tively engaged in all the duties and embel- 
lishments of domestic life^ from the toilette 
to the washing tub. And as we often hear 
of king's being called (allegorically) the 
fbthers of their people, the extraordinary 
fact seemed to be verified in old king Otoo's 
person ; as, from the number of young 
children in this establishment, it would be 
no great stretch of the imagination to fancy 
the population of Warr6 to have been prin- 
cipally of his own creation. 

When I called on the king the day fol- 
lowing this adventure, he with much good 
humour informed me that he had heard of 
it} but as I was a stranger, and unac- 
quainted with their customs, he would ex- 
cuse the mistake; but added, by Way of 
warning, perhaps, to some of his courtiers 
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who were present, that had any of his sub- ' 
jects been guilty of such a trespass, the 
consequences to them would have been 
much more serious. 

The houses are built of clay baked in the 
sun, and are cemented together by the 
same material in a liquid state ; and ihete 
is a degree of neatness and uniformity 
in their construction, which pleased me^ 
Many of them have projecting roofs in 
front, which are supported from the ground 
by wooden pillars, and form piazzas which 
allow their inhabitants to enjoy the air 
without being exposed to the sun or rain. 
The natives are very black, and without 
any national mark, and resemble the Fantees 
in their persons and manners. 

I observed great quantities of yams 
brought here in canoes: it is probable, 
therefore, that the produce of the island is 
not adequate to the support of its inluu 
bitants. 

The town of Bonny is placed on the left 
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bank of a river, about five miles from the 
sea* It is built on a morass (in fact, the 
surrounding country is little else), ha^dng 
the river on the west, and a creek on the 
north, which leads to Little Bonny, a 
branch of which also communicates with 
the river Adony. 

This place is the wholesale market for 
slaves, as not fewer than 20,000 are an- 
fiually sold here ; 16,000 of whom are na- 
tives of one nation, called Heebo, so that 
this single nation has not exported a less 
number of its people, during the last twenty 
yearsj than 320,000 ; and those cf the same 
nation sold at New and Old Calabar, pro- 
bably amounted in the same period of time 
to 50,000 more, making an aggregate 
amount of 370,000 Heebos. The remain- 
ing jpart of the above 20,000 is composed of 
the natives of the brass country, called Al- 
hkoos^ and also of Ibbibbys or Quaws. 

Fairs, where the slaves of the Heebo 
nation are obtained, are held every five or 

K 
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six weeks at several villages^ which are si^ 
tuated oa the banks of the rivers and creeks 
in the interior, and to which the traders of 
Bonny resort to purchase them. 

The preparation necessary for goipg to 
thesie fairs generally occupies the Bonny" 
people some days. Large canoes, capable 
of carrying 120 persons, ar6 launched atid 
stored for the voyage. The trader^ aug*^ 
ment the quantity of their merchandize, by 
obtaining from their friends, the captains^ 
of the slave ships, a considerable quantity 
of goods on credit, according to the extent 
of business they are in the habit of transact- 
ing. Evening is the period chosen for the 
time of departure, when they proceed in a 
body, accompanied by the noise of drums^ 
horns, and gongs. At the expiration of 
the sixth day, they generally return, bring- 
ing with them 1,500 or 2,000 slaves, who 
are sold to Europeans the evejoii^ after 
their arrival, and taken on board the shipg. 

The Heebos, to judge by the immense 
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number iinnually sent into slavery, inhabi£ 
a country of great extent, and extremely 
populous, the southern boundary of which 
may be comprised between Cape Formosa 
and Old Calabar j and it is very probable 
that the towtis at the mouths of tlie rivers 
along the coast, including New Calabar 
and Bonny, were peopled originally from 
the Heebo country : in fact, Amacree, the 
King of New Calabar, and Pepple, King of 
Bonny, are both of Heebo descent, as well 
as many of the principal traders at both 
these places. 

These towns Were probably first built and 
occupied for the purpose of obtaining salt 
by the evaporation of sea-water ; because 
the country, from the sea-board to fifty 
miles into the interior of it, is a vast morass, 
heavily timbered, and unfit, without ex- 
cessive labour, to produce sufficient food, 
but for a very scanty population ; and as 
the trade in slaves increased, these towns, 
particularly Bonny, grew into importance. 
K g 
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The language, also, spoken at these places 
varies but little from that spoken by the 
Heebos, which proves a common origin. 

The country inhabited by a nation called 
Ibbibby, or Quaw (the Mocoes of the West 
Indies) bounds it on the east. To this 
nation the Heebos express a strong aversion, 
and call them cannibals. They certainly 
have a ferocious aspect, and their appearance 
iand disposition would cause a person to sup- 
pose, that in their own country they lead a 
wild, predatory life. Whenever insurrection 
has taken place on board of a slave ship at 
Bonny, they have always been found t<y be 
the ringleaders, and often the only slaves 
concerned in it, the Heebos remaining pas- 
sive spectators. Contrary to the latter, 
they have very black skins, and their teeth 
filed so as to resemble those of a saw. The 
females are equally mischievous and fe- 
----Torf^s as the men. 

The Heebos, in their persons, are tall 
and well formed, many of the women sym- 
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metrically so ; and may be distinguished 
from the other tribes of Africans by their 
skins having generally a yellow, bilious 
cast, although varying, in some instances, 
to a deep black. Their dispositions are na- 
turally timid and desponding, and their 
despair on being sent on board of a ship is 
often such, that they use every stratagem 
to efiect the commission of suicide, and 
which they would often accomplish, unless 
narrowly watched : they, however, by mild 
treatment, soon become reconciled to their 
floating prisons. 

A class of Heebos, called Breeche,^nd 
whom many have very erroneously con- 
sidered to be a distinct nation, masters of 
slave-ships have always had a strong aversion 
to purchase ; because the impression made 
on their minds, by their degraded situation, 
was rendered more galling and permanent 
from the exalted rank which they occupied 
in their own country,and which was thought 
to have a very unfavourable influence on 
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tbeir j^faipmates and countrymen in mis« 
fortune. 

Breeche, in the Heebo language, signifies 
gentleman, or the eldest son of one, and 
who is not allowed to perform in his own 
country any menial office. He inherits, at 
his father's death, all bis slaves, and has 
the absolute controul over the wives and 
children which he has left behind him. 
Before attaining the age of manhood, his 
forehead is scarified, and the skin brought 
down from the hair to the eye-brows, so as 
to form a line of indurated skin from one 
temple to the other. This peculiar marjk is 
distinctive of his rank, the ordinary mark 
of the Heebo being formed by numerous 
perpendicular incisions on each temple, a» 
if the operation of cupping had been often 
performed. 

Combined with timid dispositions, these 
people have delicate constitutions, on which 
disease acts powerfully. Dysentery, to which 
they seem peculiarly liable, and which 15 
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i&equeBtly epidemic, makes dreadfal havoc 
among them when they are assailed hy it. 
They ^re also very subject to purulent oph- 
thalmia, having all the peculiarities and 
character of the Egjrptian di3ease of the 
same name. 

. . It is expected, that every vessel, on her 
arxival, will iire^ a salute the instant the 
wchor is let go, as a compliment to the black 
monarch, who soon {tfterwards makes his 
appearance in a large canoe, at which time, 
all those natives who happen to be along^ 
side of the vessel are compelled to proceed 
in their canoes to a j^espectfhl distance, and' 
make way fw his Majesty's barge. After 
a few compliments to the captain, he usually 
enquires after brotJier George (meaning the 
king of England), and hopes he and his fa- 
mily are well. He i^ not pleased unless he 
is regaled with the best the ship affords; 
and, on returning to his capoe, expects to 
find a Mtde store of^siigar, tea, butter, white 
i>j3Cuit, aod wine. Presents, of greater 
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val^e atid bulk^ are s^t to him in the ship^a 
l^^t. His power is ahaolute ; and the sur-^ 
rounding country, to a considerable dis- 
tance, is subject to his dominion. }Iis war 
canoes are capable of carrjdng one hundred 
and forty persons each, and have often a 
gun of large calibre mouQted oh the bow. 
He has destroyed the town of New Calabar 
twice^ aiid boasts of having eaten part of 
the heart of its king. His Jew Jew, or 
fetiche bouse, is ornamented with rows of 
the skulls of captives taken in battle. 

New Calabar was formerly an independ- 
ent state, and a numb^ of vessels obtained 
^t it cargoes of slaves : but at this lime, the 
inhabitants are ccnnpelled to take their 
merchandize to Bonny for sale, yet are not 
permitted to have any communication what- 
ever with the shipping. 

The houses in Bonny are wretched ha^ 
hitations, being composed <^ stakes driven 
into the ground, which are wattled and 
plaistered, and having four or five dark and 
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dirty apartments in them. But the natives 
are not remarkable either for the cleanliness 
of their houses or persons : in £tct, they are 
a dirty race, as compared with those of the 
Gold Coast. 

The iguana is the Bonnians' fetiche, or 
Jew Jew ; and these reptiles may be seen 
crawling about the town, where they are 
caressed and fed by the natives ; and he, 
into whose house one of them enters, thinks 
himself most fortunate. One dav, when 
thirty or forty canoes surrounded the vessel, 
an iguana was discovered near the middle 
of the river, proceeding to Peter's side, 
which is opposite to Bonny, when all the 
canoes immediately pushed off; and great 
was the contention among them, as to wha 
should reach the reptile first, and ferry it to 
the spot, to which it seemed to be bending 
its course. When they returned, I joked 
with them, and stated my belief that their 
hurry proceeded not so much with a view 
to help the iguana quickly over the river» 
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as to prevent the Calabar Jew Jew (the 
shark) from catching it : but they said the 
shark dare not touch it. Had there not, 
however, been at the time a strong tide: 
running when the sharks usually remain at 
the bottom, the Calabar deity would have 
swallowed at a mouthful the Bonnians' ob-*. 
ject of adoration. The sharks in this river 
are enormously large; and so numerous 
that scarcely any living tiling that falls 
overboard escape them, however promptly 
assistance may be rendered : and I have, 
witnessed some distressing scenes causedTby 
them. Tills voracious fish is, as I have 
before remarked, the Calabarians' Jew Jew;, 
and a great number of them frequent die 
creek before the town, where they are re« 
gularly fed. A criminal is compelled to 
swim over the creek, which is a species of 
ordeal ; and a more certain means of de^ 
stroying him could scarcely be devised, 
yet giving him something like a cliance 
for his life, for not one in twenty 
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lescape : those who do are pronounced in- 
nocent. 

At the entrance of these rivers (Bonny 
and Calabar), salt is made from sea-water, 
and of a good quality ; and tobacco is cul- 
tivated, and brought from the interior for 
sale. Much of its pungency and flavour is 
lost, by being too highly dried, apparently 
by flre. It is spun in lengths, and resembles 
ii]i thickness that which is manufactured in 
the Brazils. Yams are fine and abundant; 
but poultry and goats (the only stock to be 
hJ^d hjBre) are scarce and dear. Tumbo, 
the native name for palm wine, is very 
plentiful during the dry season ; and the 
natives take great delight in drinking it in 
large libations from ox horns, of as great 
dimensions as they can obtain from Europe. 

Human sacrifices are common. When a 
pbief dies, many of his wives are destroyed, 
imd interred with him. 

Some of the traders have become ex- 
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tremely opulent in consequence of the great 
extent to which the trade in slaves has 
been carried on by them, and are in pos- 
session of European articles to a ccmsi* 
derable amount, especially unwrought iron 
and copper. There is so large a mass of 
the former accumulated in King Pepple's 
house, that it is supposed, by its continually 
imcreasing quantity, to be buried as many 
feet under the ground as above it ; viz. six 
or eight feet. 

A trader here, named John Africa, and 
who has been several voyages to England^ 
is endowed with an extraordinary memory, 
I have known him to have open running 
accounts with fourteen or fifteen vessels at 
the same time, wherein the debit sides ex- 
hibited long lists of various articles received 
by him at different periods on credit ; yet, 
he could tell to a bunch of beads the exact 
state of each account when he came to settle 
it, although he could neither read nor 
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write. He possesses a natural talent for 
irony, which the following anecdote will 
show : — 

A considerable part of the town was 
destroyed by &e, on which occasion many 
of the traders lost much property, one of 
whom was John Africa. The captains of 
the vessels then in the river went on shore 
to condole with them on their loss, and to 
offer them such assistance as they had the 
power of granting. On landing, they found 
the principal men asKsembled together, and 
joined them. Soon afterwards, John Africa 
commenced an harangue, and stated the 
great loss he with others had sustained by 
the fire, and, directmg his discourse to one 
of the captains in particular, said, " Me 
tank you too much : you be proper man for 
dis country. Me lose all ting, no more two 
puncheon brandy me get you ship. Him 
no burn ; fire no make him burn. Bonny 
man tank you enough. You brandy won't 
burn ; too much water live dere :*' mean- 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 BONNY. 

ing that there was more water than brandy^ 
in the puncheons. These satirical remarks 
were delivered by him in so dry and sar- 
castic a manner, and with so much gravity 
of countenance, that the brandy-aJnd-water 
captain became the laughing-stock of the 
company, and was so mortified, that he 
made a precipitate retreat, vowing venge- 
ance against the black cynic, for holding 
him up to ridicule. 

I once observed this African bestow a 
valuable present on a captain, in so delicate 
a manner, as would have done honour to an 
European of refined sentiment. The cap- 
tain was a great favourite of his ; and the 
ship which he commanded, being on the 
point of sailing, he went on board to take 
leave of him. Having done so, and got 
into his canoe, he dropped astern under the 
cabin port, and put through it, into the 
cabin, three elephant's teeth, weighing at 
least forty pounds each : he then called out 
to the captain, " Da someting for buy 



Digitized by 



Google 



BONNY. 143 

your woman cloth," (meaning his wife in 
England); ^id paddled away as fast as 
possible. 

The town, off which the ships anchor in 
Old Calabar river, is called Duke's Town, 
and is about fifty miles from the sea. The 
town where the King resides, which is 
called King's Town, is a few miles to the 
north-east of the former. 

The people of Old Calabar have, for a 
long period, dealt in the productions of the 
soil, as also in slaves ; and have exported, 
annually, seven or eight hundred tons of 
palm oil, besides barwood. It is probable, 
that their attention was first directed to the 
manufacture of palm oil, in large quantities, 
in consequence of Bonny becoming the 
great slave market, and monopolizing the 
trade in slaves, which Old Calabar carried 
cm to a considerable extent before it; but 
which the chiefs of Old Calabar lost, by 
exacting from the vessels trading, exor- 
bitant duties or customs. 
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Many of the natives write English ; an 
art first acquired by some of the traders' 
sonSy who had visited England, and whidi 
they have had the sagacity to retain up 
to the present period. They have esta^ 
blished schools and schoolmasters, for the 
purpose of instructing in this art the youths 
belonging to families of consequence. 

An extensive trade in slaves has beea 
carried on at Camaroons, where also a 
larger quantity of ivory is procured, and of 
a superior quality to that of any other port 
in Africa. A considerable proportion of 
the negroes, obtained both here and at Ga- 
boon, are a miserable race of beings, and 
held in but little estimation in the West 
Indies. They s^pear to be the descending 
link in the great animal chain, which con<^ 
nects man with the ourang outang. Their 
foreheads are short, oval, and receding; 
eyes close together ; noses scarcely above 
the level of the cheeks j mouths wide, and 
projecting; receding chins; hair, thinly 
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sown» soft and woolly; narrow chests, long 
bodies, abdomens protuberant, short lower 
extremities, and long arms j legs without 
calves and long feet. They have poor con- 
stitutions, and, when assailed by disease, 
generally sink under it. 

At both these places palm oil is an article 
of trade j and at Gaboon some ivory is also 
procured, and bar wood in abundance, and 
of good quality. 

Along the line of coast from Benin to 
Gaboon, the wet season is of much longer 
duration and more intense than in the Gold 
Coast i and the storms of thunder and 
lightning most terrific. One, that occurred 
when I was there, will probably never be 
forgotten by any of those who witnessed it, 
during their lives. 

At midnight, in the month of October, a 
dark dense cloud came from the north- 
west, and appeared to become stationary 
over the ships (sixteen in number), in 
Bonny river. There was scarcely a breath 

L 
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of wind stirring, and a few lai^e drops of 
rain fell at intervals. In this cloud, as in a 
focus, there appeared to have been collected 
all the electric matter Which the heavens 
contained. Streams of liquid fire qontimied 
to pour down from cJvery part of it to the 
ekrth for ah hour and a half; and the noise, 
which the thunder made at the comihenSce-» 
tnent of every clap, and which was simulta- 
neous with the lightning, was like the. whiz- 
zing of large shot and shells .passing over the 
vessel, followed by noises, as if ten thou- 
iaxid cait toads of timber and stoned had. 
been thrown down. What rendered our 
situation vei^y dangerous, was, havii% dne 
hundred aiid twenty barrels of gun-pow- 
der in the between decks. Fortttoately n^ 
accident happened to any of the i^su^ping. 

During the months of January, and Fe- 
bruary, there occur here what the nativeii 
call smokes*, frofa the atmos^^^re being 

♦ The natives apply the Engligh Ward* smoke (artsiiig 
from fire) to a dense fo^, in tiieir conyexsatlon with £u« 
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rendered so extremely thick, that objects 
cannot be seen at the distance of a hun- 
dred yards, except when the sun is neat 
the meridian, when it clears away a little, 
^hese smokes are accompanied by a mode- 
rate north-east wind, which frequently con- 
tinues six weeks, and produces on plants 
the same effect as the harmattan, by wither- 
ing their leaves ; and precisely a« the blast, 
or northwind, does on the cotton plant and 
the other vegetable productions of Guyana. 
The thermometer generally siidis ten de- 
grees, and the natives feel the change so 
sensibly, that they wrap their bodies up in 
cloth very closely, and have fires constantly 
in their houses. Their skins have at this time 
a white scurf upon it, and this season is ex- 
tremely obnoxious to them. The rigging 
of a vessel acquires hardness, and rattles as 

Topeans^ as they have not in their own language^ imy 
word which expresses a fog> or 'haoEy atmosphere, exeept 
thfiit which they use (or smoke adsing from fire. 
l2 
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if it Mfere frozen, from the peculiar astrin* 
gency, which the air at this time seems tp 
possess. 

The north-east end of the island of Fee- 
NANDipo bears south-west from the high land 
of Camaroons, distance ten leagues. 

This island has considerable elevation, 
and several of the hills, which have conical 
forms, are probably of volcanic origin. They 
rise apparently 2,000 feet above the level of 
the sea, and are covered with wood to their 
summits. This high land is often visible from 
Bonny Bar, a distance of twenty leagues. 

It has been peopled from the neighbour- 
ing continent by malefactors and run-away 
slaves, who are determined to sell their 
liberty dearly, and any persons attempting 
to deprive them of it will have cause to 
regret their temerity. 

The Spaniards, or Portuguese, had once 
a footing upon it, but were compelled to 
abandon it. It is very fruitful, jdelding, on 
the low lands, great abundance of yams, of 
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a very fine quality. Hogs, goats, and pouU 
try, are also very plentiful and cheap. No 
person ought to land upon it without being 
protected by a powerful escort, well armed; 
Mid even then it will be necessary to be con- 
stantly on his guard. 

The island of Princes bears SW. ^ W. 
from Femandipo, distance twenty-eight 
leagues, and belongs to the crown of Portugal. 
It has considerable elevation, and the hills 
are conical, and wooded to their summits. 
The harbour, which is on the east side of 
the island, is excellent, partially exposed 
to the violence of the tornadoes ; but as the 
anchoring-ground is composed of a stiff te- 
nacious clay, and the mouth of the harbour 
narrow, which prevents much sea setting 
into it, it rarely occurs that any accident 
happens to the shipping. Two small re- 
doubts defend the entrance, and are garri- 
soned by a black militia. 

The natives are generally black, and the 
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fW ^cAemred people that ^emJdvid$y «reof 
a mixed racej the former are priue^aily 
slaven, and s^eftk a patok language, ^mrdy 
Portuguese and pi^y Afiican. 

There are a few AchdoHers of fifty ot sixty 
tons' burthen, which tj^e with the rieigh- 
boiiring continent for ^ayes a!nd ivory. 

The island is thickly wooded, and, whafe 
Cultivated, yields abundance of calavan<^es 
atid manioc^ from the latter o£ which is nuu 
ni;dr^ured farina. In calavanci^ and fari- 
na the natives deal largely with those vessels 
that call for refreshments. The tide rises 
arid falls four feet, and the climate is very 
unhealthy. The water procured here is 
very good, and conveniently situated for 
getting on board. 

The island of St. Thomas is of coriside* 
rable extent and great fertility ; it bears 
south-west from the island of Princes, dist- 
ance twenty-seven leagues. 

The hiUs of this island are high, conical. 
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and covered with wood} the face of the low 
country^ at the north* east end> is undur 
ialtmg, and adorned with luxuiiaot verdure, 
{indexhiHtsmanyfineplantationsof the sweet 
icasiiYi and calav^smciea, al^o groves of cocoa- 
nut and plantain. St Thomas is soqi^ 
times visited by slave-ships requiring re- 
<&e^ments and watery hu^, as tornadoes 
blow here with unusual violence, and the 
bay where vessels anchor is op^n and en- 
tirely iexposed to their violence, they in 
general call at Pyinces island in preftrencq, 
particularly during the tornado season. 

The town of Chaves, at the bottom of 
the bay is the usual place where the go- 
jvernor^n-chief resides, and there is a tolera- 
ble fortification to defend it, garrisoned by 
^ motley militia. The population is chiefly 
black, the major part of whom are slaves. ^ 

The island of Annabona is distant from 
from St. Thomas thirty4wo leagues, bear- 
ing south-west southerly. It is a beautiful 
little island, and inhabited wholly by blacl^s. 
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who call themselves subjects of the cfowfl 
erf Portugal. 

There is an open bay on the north-east 
side where vessels may anchor in twenty- 
five fathoms water, about a quarter of a mile 
from the shore. Vessels from tiie bight of 
Benin call here sometimes, and obtain a few 
goats, poultry, and cocoa-nuts. Water is 
difficult to get, in consequence of the heavy 
surf, and that in the vicinity of the bay is 
impregnated with saline matter, which reor- 
ders it unwholes<nne. 

T^e island bears the form of a cone, round 
the base of which there is thrown out towards 
the sea-shore, a narrow margin, about a quar- 
ter of a mile in breadth, which is cove:i^ed 
with groves of cocoa-nut and plantain : the 
cone itself is beautifully wooded to the sum- 
mit. 

The natives appear simple and inoffen- 
sive, and obtain their subsistence chiefly 
from the sea. Among them are to be ob- 
served ipany dreadful cases of lues, for the 
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cure of which they do not seem to be in the 
possession of any specific. 

The town is prettily situated on the mar- 
gin of the bay, in a grove of cocoa-nut 
trees, and contains probably three or four 
hundred inhabitants. 

Majumba, on the coast of Angola, lies 
in latitudes'" 35' south, and longitude ll'^SO' 
east of the meridian of Greenwich. The 
anchorage is a fine sandy bay, about two 
nules deep, and open to the westward. 

There is a small river which runs parallel 
to the beach on the south side of the bay, 
and which joins the sea at its eastern ex- 
tremity. 

We anchored at this place early in Octo- 
ber, when the rains had just commenced, 
and, on landing, we were not a little sur- 
prised and amused at the grotesque figures 
which many of the natives made, who had 
on their heads large wigs, made apparently 
of the bristles of pigs, not a hair of which 
had a curve in it, and at the extremity of 
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each stoodadew^drop, foritwasamizzihig 
rain, with now and then a dash of sunshine* 
At this time the wigs made a very briUiai^ 
appearattce^ th^ were of all colours, al- 
though red and white were the predominant 
ones, which, contrasted witibi the black vis^ 
ages aad naked bodies of the wearers, gave 
them a most ludicrous appearance; they had 
been purposely made and carried to Majum* 
ba on speculation, by a Captain Higgin, of 
London, an eceentriic character. 

The articles of trade here consist princi- 
pally of red-wood and ivory, both of which 
are comddered of a superior quality. 

The town is very small, and may cbntain 
a. populiation of one thousand inhabitants. 
It is built on the south side of the river, 
which is very narrow and shallow, and 
abounds in mullet and shell-fish, which, 
with yam9, constitute the chief food of the 
natives. 

The first lim^ w^ paid a visk to king 
Cole, th6 day W2is wet, and we found the 
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courtiers^ in a wigwam, 3^$^^ round a fire 
ma4^iof gluten wood, wbich fiUed t^ palace 
wi^ 30 pungent a smol^e, that we v^regla4 
toeseape firom 1M kii^yre^ence without 
much ceremony. 

The country ia very low, and thickly 
wooded, md ^ inhaUtants seem ^^qt 
poon 

That part of Africa lying between the 
river Loanga lAiiza and Cabenda Hook, 
comprises an extent of sea-coast of nine Iea« 
gues. Malembaisin the centre, and lie* 
in latitude S"" 24' south, and W QOf east of 
the meridian of Greenwich, and may be 
justly considered as the Montpelier of west- 
ern Africa. 

The trading town of Mai.£mba, which is 
under the domimon of a f^henoo or chiei> 
residing in a town about twenty miles from 
the sea, called Chic^ele, is built near the 
margin of a diS^ that rises abrupdy from 
the sea-shore to an elevation of one hundr^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 MALEMBA. 

feet, and is entirely composed of a dusky 
red argillaceous earth. 

On gaining the summit of this cKff, an 
extenave and beautiful plain presents itself, 
as &r as the sight can reach to the east and 
south. To the north the country is broken 
with the windings of the Loanga Luiza 
river, the margins of which are finely wood- 
ed. The plain is covered with a luxuriant 
grass, and clumps of trees are scattered 
upon its siurface, having the appearance of 
being planted by the hand of man, to afibrd 
him shelter from the sun and rain, and to 
adorn the landscape. 

The climate of Malemba, when compared 
with that of any other part of Africa which 
I have visited, is very salubrious, owing to 
the dryness of the atmosphere and soil, and 
the absence of those deep forests so com- 
mon in other districts. Masters of vessels, 
and their crews, trading here, have, in con- 
sequence, almost uniformly enjoyed good 
health. 
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If salubrity of climate, then, were the only 
advantage which Malemba possessed over 
other parts of Africa, between the rivers 
Senegal and Congo, it would well deserve 
the consideration of his Majesty's govern^ 
ment, in the event of contemplating the 
establishment of another colony, besides 
that of Sierra Leone, of the negroes cap- 
tured in vessels trading for slaves cooitrary 
to law ; whether their views might not be 
advantageously directed hither, as a place 
where the experiment would be more likely 
to be attended with success than on the 
Gold Coast ; because it would be here that 
those Europeans, whose province it would 
be to watch over an infant colony so com- 
posed, would enjoy that state of health so* 
necessary to enable them to superintend, 
and direct personally, and with proper 
effect, the physical and moral energies of 
those Africans committed to their care. 

The Gold Coast is nearly, if not quite, as 
unhealthy as Sierra Leone ; and if the gen-' 
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tlemen sent out by the African committee 
to Cape CoMt Caddie, were lodged, on their 
first arriv^ ftam Europe, one m^ in the 
nit€irior of the country, insteail of within the 
walfe of iiiSi castle, the &ct w^oold too soam 
be fatsiliy vmfied. 

Hie superior healthiness of tiie castle 
itsetf may be accounted for, by its southern 
rampaart wall being built on a ledge of rocks 
which project a little way into the sea, and 
against which rocks the sea hearts witii great 
violence, thereby creating at all tinaes a cool 
and refreshing current of air wiliiin the 
castle. The sea breeze also blows (directly 
into it, pure as^ the dement over which i^ 
wings its course; and, at some seasons of 
the year, this breeze continues blowkg days 
smd nights without mtermisssion. 

The "natives, too, of Angola, and of Ma^ 
lemba and Caib^da in particular, ^re a 
mild, tractable, inoffensive pec^, n<rt at 
sdl warlike, and f<wm a striking contrast to 
the natives of the Gold Coast, who are tmv 
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biiletit in disposttton, averse from innova- 
tion, and over whom the forts have ndtaay 
control beyond the reach of their guns. 

Cabenda bay, formed by the projection 
of Cabenda hook, a cape to the west, is imi 
excellent shelter for shippii^, and boats can 
land there at any time, and very generally 
also under the point at Malemba. 

Theri^^r LoangaLuiza has also the ap^ 
pearance of having a navigable entrance^ 
although I believe it has not yet been 
explored. 

These are local advantagesvi\ac\i tiae Gold 
Coast does not possess, for there is not a 
single place on the Gold Coast where a hwA 
can land with safety, except Dixcove and 
Succundee, and even at these places it is 
sometimes very dangerous to inake the 
attempt. 

The natives, as well as the slaves, ob«- 
tained at Loanga, Malemba, Cabenda, and 
Congo, on the coast of Angola, have on^ 
uniform character and appearance; their 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 MALEMBA. 

skins are very black, few of them are to be 
foimd above the middle stature, and the 
majority are below it j in fact, they may be 
considered as a diminutive pec^le, when 
compared with the natives of Africa (except 
those obtained at Camaroons and Gaboon), 
north of the equator ; their countenances 
are cheerful, placid, and unreflecting ; their 
manners soft and effeminate; and their 
muscles small and flaccid, seldom exhibiting 
the appearance of being enlarged and hard- 
ened by labour, or possessing that smooth 
plumpness which ease and plenty usually 
produce. To extreme indolence may be 
pnndpdly attributed this falling-off in sta- 
ture and muscular energy from their black 
countrymen in the north ; for although ihey 
live in a soil by no means wanting in fer- 
tility, yet are they principally dependent 
on its spontaneous productions for food, 
their own labour seldom adding much to 
the bounty of nature. 

Their operations in husbandry are ex- 
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tnmely limited, and the edible regetableil 
which they most cultiyate, is the manioc^ 
or sweet easavi, to which may be added, a 
small quantity of maize, ctdavaneies, and 
^ms J and even when they have thus ob* 
tained them, they are often too idle to pre- 
pare them in a proper manner, by any 
culinary process, so as to render them nu- 
tritious aliment; in consequence of which, 
their digestive organs are much weakened, 
and they suffer from worms, particularly of 
the tence species. 

When the season proves unfrultftil, and 
the plantiun-tree (the bread-fruit tree of 
Africa) does not yield its usual abundance 
of fimit, and on which they chiefly depend 
for Bub^tence, the natives of Angola are 
reduced to eictreme want, and feel the 
eifects of a fandne which a little industry 
would have prevented. 

On every other part of Africa where slave- 
ships resort, tibe captains of these ships^ 
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depend on the country supplying a certwi 
portion of food adapted to the habits and 
constitution of the negroes they may obtain 
at them j on the windward coast they pro* 
cure rice; on the Gold Coast maize; at 
Wydah, Ardf^ah, and Lagos, maize andean 
lavancies -, at Benin, Bonny, Calabar, and 
Camaroons, yams ; but, on the coast of 
Angola, the natives have no superfluity of 
provisions to sell, in consequence of which, 
vessels frequenting it are compelled to. 
bring with them^ from Europe, sufficient 
food to feed the negroes while accumu- 
lating on board the ships, and during theil: 
passage to the West Indies, 

To indolence, then, may be chiefly attri- 
buted the diminutive stature of the natives 
of Angola, because their soil is fertile, and 
their climate, in many parts, very superior 
to any north of the equator : and the sam^ 
cause, no doubts operates to produce that 
effeminacy and want of martial spii^t ob- 
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servable in their character. In the West 
Indies they are valued chiefly for their 
superior docility, which renders them good 
domestic slaves and artificers. For field 
labour, particularly on sugar estates, they 
aire much too lightly framed. 
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S(^ik»s^**JIartttAtten: flieoJ7 6ciWcenuiigit-*-Tradeai»i 
productions of A^kAr^^-iianguageH^'Hlieligio^ 
—Civilization of tlie Inhabitants : opinion concern- 
ing it — ^Niger: remarks on the various opinions 
concerning its termination — C^logical observations— 
Aivers— Quadrupeds— Birds — Insects. 

The seasons in Africa may be divided 
into wet and dry : the wet commencing, 
north of the equator, in the month of May, 
and terminating in July,- when the dry be- 
gins J although heavy showers of rain fall 
during the months of October and Novem- 
ber, which enables the Africans to reap 
a second harvest of maize : but the rains 
commence and terminate six weeks earlier 
near the equator, than at the northern 
boundary, where the periodical rains cease. 
To the southward of the equator, rains 
begin to fall in October, which continue 
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till January; but subject to the^ame va- 
fiatbUs as north of the equator, the seasons 
bemg governed by the earth's place on the 
ecUptic. 

V ITie wet season is always ushared in by 
trem^idous tornado^ which occur almost 
daily fi>r a fintn^ht or three weeks previous 
to its commencement. 

The harmaltan wind blows generally once 
or twice during the months of January akid 
February; it sometimes lasts a fortnight, 
but more frequently only three or four 
daj9« From Cape de Verd to Cape Falmas, 
1^ direction from which this wind blows is 
north-<eart) but £xxn the latter place to 
Benin, £NE by compass* 

In* one of my passages bMwe^i the Cape 
de Verd islands and the continent of Afiica, 
ia the monlii of January, a hanoattan com* 
menced, whidi continued feur days. Tlie 
atmoq>here, during this period, was so 
hazy, that we could not discern any object 
fifty yards from the ves»sly in any divedaon. 
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But this haze is not like that which accom^ 
panies the easterly wind of Europe, but is 
more intense ; for it is occasioned by an 
impalpable powder floating in the atmo- 
sphere, which, in this instance, adhered to 
those' parts of the ssuls of the vessel that 
received the greatest impulse fixwn the 
wind, and gave them the same colour and 
appearance as if they had been immersed in 
a tan-pit. The powder, when collected, 
had an earthy smell, and its colour very 
much resembled clay. 

On the Gdid Coast, as also in the bight 
of Benin, the harmattan, or north-easterly 
wind, is not accompanied with so dense a 
haze as the one experienced, off the Cape 
de Verd islands, but is invariably caused 
by that impalpable powder floating in the 
atmosphere, in greata: or lesser quantities, 
according to the distance from the desert 
from which it emanates. When off the 
Cape de Verds, we were near the western 
extxemity of the great desert of Sahara. 
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This accounts for the great quantity of 
powder floating in the atmosphere during 
the harmattan, which we there experienced, 
as there can be little doubt that this dust is 
raised into the air by whirlwinds from the 
&,Qe of the desert. In fact, I consider it 
as analagous to those winds which blow 
fi-om the north, and that prevail occasionally 
on the coast of Guyana, and also at Jamaica, 
during the same period of the year j but 
tempered and modified in its passage across 
the desert, to the western shores of Africa, 
near the equator. This wind, on first 
reaching the great desert from the north, 
is doubtless violent ; and, in displacing the 
heated air from its surface, creates those 
whirlwinds which raise into the atmosphere 
the fine impalpable powder which occasions 
the haziness before noticed. The extreme 
aridity of the desert deprives it also of 
every particle of moisture ; therefore the 
greediness observable in it afterwards, in 
absorbing the juices of plants, and the 
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ftuoiflture frooi ail bodied witili which it 
corned in contact* may be accoUntod Ibr^ 
The reduction observable in the iem^ 
peraiure of the att!iosphere> the thefcmoH 
meter generally falling from five to ten de* 
grees of Fahrenheit's scide, is oauaed^ I 
preaome, by the rapid evaporatkMi gCmig on 
at this period^ and the rays of the sun being 
obstructed in their passage to the earth, by 
the state of the atmosphere { for the sun at 
noon-day may be looked at with the naked 
eye, and is seen but dunly, as tliroii^h a 
smoked glass. 

CURR£NTS. 

The; general direction of the currents 
between Cc^ Palmas and Bomiy, is easterly, 
varying in velocity from twelve tniles in 
twenty-four hours, to thirty miles in the 
same time. From ]AprU to Septembw, tl^. 
currwt rurrt with the greatest rapidity to 
tlie eastward} but from the latter end oi 
September to March, it sets oocasionaUy to; 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRADE AND PRlMDUCTIONSi 109 

the westward. The hatmattari wind is 
^wajB ao^mpadietd by a westii^dly 6ur« 
rent; and a tornado gives in impuke to 
the water in the slune directiot)^ whidi fre- 
quently continue dunng a day or two af^ 
terwards^ 

TRADE AND PRODUCTIONS. 

Thb country lying between Kcamnny 
Bassam^ andDiiLcove^ both inciusiye, may 
be considered as tho6e part^ of the Gold 
Coast where gold of the finest quality is to 
be obt^dned^ and where it is often met mdth 
in lumps of considerable JBi2e» or what is 
called rock gold, which hsw oftehsmdltbita 
of quartz sticking in it. 

From Dixcove to Accra, there is also 
ipich of tills metal to. be procnred, but of 
an inferior quaKty : iffid, during tiie dave* 
trade^ a cdnsld^Table proportion of the gold 
circiidated at Cape Coast, Anatftaboo, &c*y 
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was^ bought at Great and Little Bassam, 
Assinee^ Appolonia, and Dixcove, by the 
trading boats belonging to the s^ips slaving 
on the Gold Coast, and afterwards bartered 
for slaves* This gold was then circulated 
in the Fantee country, adulterated with 
Fantee gold, a distinction given to the latter 
for its inferiority. 

But little gold is to be seen to the east- 
ward of Accra : in fact, the country does 
not produce any; and the use of it is 
almost unknown to the natives of Wydah, 
Ardrah, Lagos, and Benin. 

The mode used by the natives of the 
Gold Coast, for separating the gdid from 
the earth which is known to contain it, has 
been already described. 

IVORY. 

There are few places in Western Africa, 
from Sierra Leone to the Cs^ of Good 
Hope, but where this article, obtained from 
the elephant, and seamorse, or sea-cow^ is 
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to be purchased^ although more abundantly 
m. some places than others. At the dif. 
ferent towns on the windward coast, a 
small quantity only is to be procured. The 
country extending from Cape Palmas to 
Cape Three Points, trades in this article to 
a considerable amount i and from the latter 
place to Accra, the trade in it is very 
limited. Fxom Accra to Bonny the trade 
in it is again extensive, particularly at Popo 
and Benin. CamarocHis is celebrated for 
its ivory, which is of a very superior quality, 
being less porous, and more free frona flaws 
than that which is obtaiaed at the former 
places. A very considerable quantity is 
procured on the coast of Angola, parti- 
culaily at Ambrize, Loango, and Majumba. 

PALM OJL. 

This oil is extracted from the palin-nut, 
which is about the size, and has the ap- 
pearance, of a chestnut j but having a large 
stone in the centare, to which the pulp that 
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ewers it, and from Vfiddi alone the ofl id 
extracted, bears a small proportion. The 
maimer of extracting it is by throwing the 
nuts into hot-water; then crashing them 
in iwoden mortars, when Ihey are agato 
thrown mto hot»water, and the oil obtained 
by squeezing thraa in the hands in this 
State, until it floats on the surface, from 
which it is /ddmmed. Hie tract of country 
^tuated between I^aj^ and Camaroons is 
most favourable to the growth of lliat 
species of palm i^hich produces it{ and a 
hfge quantity is annually exported tp li* 
verpod from Old Calabar and Bonny* 

Barwood growi^ in great abundance, m 
the country sunpunding Old Calabar, Ga- 
boon, and Majumba. That of the growth 
of Msjutqba is held in most estimation, as 
eontaimng the greatest quantity of cdbuiv 
ing fAitten Camwood is obtamed prind** 
paUy «t Sierra Leone and its ndnity* . 
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The indigo plaQt is iodigenous to most 
parts of Africa. The dye from it is v^ry 
successfully used by the natives of Ardrah, 
Hio, and Jaboo. There are many other 
dyes, particularly a fine bright yellow, 
which the Africans cannot render perma- 
nent, probably from the want of chemical 
knowledge. 

THE COTTON PLANT AND SUGAR-CANE 

Are found growing spontaneously in 
many parts of Africa j the former might be 
cultivated with great success, particularly 
lipon the sea-coast from Popo to Lagos, and 
also at Malemba. 

GRAIN, &c. 

Rice is the principal grain cultivated on 
the windward coast, maize on the Gold 
Coasts maize and calavancies on that' 
part extending from the volta to Benin, 
and from the latter place to Camaroons, 
yams. . 
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PEPPER, 

Besides the pepper common to tropical 
countries^ Africa yields that called Mala- 
getta, or grains of paradise. There is also 
at Popo and Wydah, a pepper which grows 
wild that bears so strong a resemblance to 
the black pepper of Sumatra, that it might 
easily be mistaken for it j the only difference 
is in the size of the berry, that of Sumatra 
being larger. 

HONET AND WAX. 

Thip woods on the west coast of Africa, 
particularly those which have open dry cpun-. 
tries in their vicinity, have in them vast 
quantities of bees, exactly resembling the 
bees k^t in hives in Europe. Therefore 
honey and wax are to be had in these places 
in abundance. 

POT-ASH AND BARILLA. 

Might be obtained in any quantity, if it- 
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became with the natives of Africa an object 
of export: the only difficulty they would 
experience, would be in refining it, and ob- 
taining casks sufficiently tight to pack it iiu 
They manufacture a quantity for their own 
consumption ; and there are some of the 
plants of the salsola, which grow on the 
banks of the rivers, that yield, on calcina- 
tion, an immense quantity of saline matter 
in proportion to others; and from which 
barilla is extracted. 

TI^iBEB. 

A species of oak, of excellent quality; 
and large enough for naval purgoses, is to 
be obtained at Sierra Leone, Bonny, and 
the Calabars 9 also on the borders of many 
of the rivers. Hard-wood, adapted for mill- 
machinery, and such like purposes, is com^* 
mon on the hi^ lands. 

GEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The shore from CapePalmas to the high 
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lanijl of Drewin is rodey, although tlie 
country to the east and west of Dre^tiiHili k 
but iUtla elevated above the sea. The 
hills oiDrevm are pf moderate height, rise 
abruptly from the sda*shore, and appear 
unconnected with any chain of hills in the 
interior ^ for the face of the country from 
hence to Cape ^pcdonia, as i^ as the ef% 
can reach from the mast-head (^a vessel, is 
extremely low. The rocks of Bereby» SU 
Andrew, and Drewin, are composed of sand- 
stone, having quartz pebbles mixed up in 
it The low coimtry is composed of red 
loam, vegetable modd, and sand. 

At Appoilonia commences a range of hiKsi 
or wh4t may be eddied an undida<sng couti-* 
try which coiAinues to Barracoo. Not any 
c^ these hill^ have a greater apparent eleva^ 
tion than four or ftro hundred leet, and £efw 
of them so much, except the DeviPs HBIIi 
and that of Ningo : they are all thickly 
wooded. T^e mdcs along this shore have 
the same diaeactet as those of Drewin, but 
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the hills are principally composed of clay 
slate. Along this line of country, much 
of the gold circulated in the Fantee country 
is obtained. 

From the river Volta, to within twenty or 
thirty miles of the river Formosa, the coun- 
try is level j and report states such to be 
the case three or four hundred miles into 
the interior ; it is so low, that on approach- 
ing it from the sea, the trees are first visible. 
The substratum is generally stiff red clay, 
covered with vegetable mould and sand, in 
which a stone the size of a walnut is not to 
be met with; and those which are employed 
for grinding com, are either brought from 
the Gold Coast, or from the westward, near 
theNingo hills. There is a mountain to 
the north-west of Dahomy, called Boagry, 
where, I have been informed, stories for 
grinding corn have also been obtained. 

From a point about eight leagues to the 
westward of the river Formosa, commences 
that large alluvial tract of l^nd which ex- 

N 
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tends to the southward of Cape Formosai 
and from thence, to the eastward to the river 
Del Rey about two hundred miles, and 
from the sea board into the interior of the 
country, sixty or seventy. It is covered 
with an impenetrable forest, growing out of 
a muddy soil ; much of which is covered 
with water, some inches deep. 

Afewleagues to the southward ofDel Rey, 
there are some moderately high hills, called 
the high land of Camaroons, the altitudes of 
which have been much magnified by some 
travellers, who were probably deceived, in 
consequence of the surrounding country 
being a few feet only above the level of the 
sea, which gave them, in their eyes, a degree 
of consequence they would not have merited 
had they been placed in an elevated country. 
These hills have the appearance of being of 
volcanic origin, and no doubt are so, as are 
also those of the islands of Fernandipo, St. 
Thomas, Princes, and Annabona, which all 
lie nearly in a direct line from each ^ther. 
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extending from the north*east to the south- 
west, to the distance of one hundred nauti^ 
cal leagues, 

RIVERS. 

The first river of any consequence, to the 
eastward of Cape Palmas, except that of 
CavaJly, is St. Andrew's, which has a t^ery 
shallow entrance, navigable only by small 
craft. 

Cape Lahoo j the entrance narrow, and 
the .bar so shallow, that the sea constantly 
breaks upon it. It is at all times danger- 
ous, even for small boats, to attempt a pas- 
sage into it; and many lives have been lost 
in consequence of the obstinacy of masters 
of vessels persisting in making the expe- 
riment, notwithstanding the natives had 
strongly endeavoured to impress them with 
the danger of doing so. 

Grand Bassam is equally dangerous to 
approach as Cape Lahoo river. 

Assinee, the same* 
N 2 
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Chamah, or St. John's, possesses much 
the same facilities of navigation as St. An- 
drew's. Large canoes, that are made of the 
ceiba, or silk cotton- tree, are brought down 
this river, a little way from the interior, to 
Chamah, and are purchased chiefly by the 
Portuguese, who trade at Wydah, Ardrah, 
and*Lagos. 

Elmina, an insignificant stream. 

Sacoom, the same. 

The Volta is a river of much greater 
magnitude than any of the former j but its 
entrance is choaked by a flat of hard sand, 
which extends across it, and renders it im- 
passable, even for small craft. 

Popo, the embouchure of a lagoon, the 
eastern extremity of which is lost in a morass, 
one mile from the sea-shore, and this morass, 
intersects the road to Ardrah. 

Lagos river is ohly about five or six hun* 
dred yards wide at its entrance, although it 
has been dignified as one of the embouchures 
of the Niger. In my opinion, it merely 



Digitized by 



Google 



RIVERS. 181 

empties into the sea the overflowings of two 
lakes, those of Cradoo and Ardrah ; and at 
no very remote period probably, the sea- 
shore was continuous across where its mouth 
now is, and formed a narrow neck of land, 
which separated those lakes from the ocean ; 
but which boundary the heavy periodi- 
cal rains and sea demolished, by which 
means their waters found a quicker junc- 
tion with the sea than by the Formosa. In 
confirmation of which, the bar is form- 
ed of hard sand, commences close to its 
mouth, and extends only three or four 
hundred yards to seaward ; and is so shal- 
low, that it is dangerous for boats draw- 
ing more than six or seven feet water to 
pass it. 

Formosa, or Benin river, is two miles 
wide at its entrance from the sea, and has 
across it a bank of mud, iextending to sea- 
ward^ three-quarters of a mile, on which 
there are only twelve feet of water at spring 
tides. Vessels, whose draft of water does 
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not exceed nine or ten feet, may generally 
pass it in safety, by taking the proper time 
of tide for doing so. A few miles from the 
sea, this river is only half a mile wide, and 
at New Town, little more than four or five 
hundred yards : much more importance has 
been given to it than it deserves. At New 
Town, it sends ofi^ two branches, nearly 
equal in magnitude to the main trunk, one 
of which runs to the north-east, and com- 
municates with Gatto ; and the other to the 
eastward, which joins the river Fdrcados. 
The direction of the main trunk is about 
NE. by E. or ENE.5 and at fifty miles from 
the sea, the river, according to the report 
of the natives, is not navigable for vessels 
of fifty tons burthen. The depth of water, 
in any part of this river, does not exceed 
foiu- fathoms. 

Bonny river at its entrance is six or seven 
miles wide, but it is also the embouij^ure 
of the river of New Calabar. A few miles 
from the sea, these rivers become contracted. 
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the former not exceeding half a mile in 
width, and the latter is much less ; one 
comes from north-west, the other from the 
north-east. 

Old Calabar river is one of considerable 
magnitude, and Duke's Town, at which the 
vessels trade, and off which they are moored, 
is fifty miles from the sea ; the land about 
it is moderately elevated, dry, and habitable. 
A line drawn from north-east to south-west, 
to cut throu^ Gatto and Duke's Town, 
would probably separate the wet alluvial 
tract in the bight of Benin from the dry 
land. 

Del P^y river is wide at the entrance, 
and so near that of Old Calabar, that ves- 
sels have often mistaken and entered it for 
the latter. 

The six rivers situated between Cape 
Formosa and Bonny have^ in appearance, 
navigable entrances, although they have not 
been expkMred. They communicate with 
each other by creeks, in the interior, ac- 
cording to the reports of the natives. In 
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fact, the canoes which I saw at Warr6, be* 
longing to New Calabar, must have crossed 
these rivers in their passage. 

QUADRUPEDS, BIRDS, INSECTS, FISH. 

This country, placed so near the equator 
as this portion of western Africa (extending 
from Cape Palmas to Congo) is, and pos^ 
sessing a moist atmosphere and a fertile soil, 
properties so favourable to the production 
and multipUcation of vegetable and animal 
life, has its surface covered with trees and 
plants of luxuriant growth, its woods te- 
nanted by innumerable animals, and its 
waters teeming with every variety of fish 
common to tropical climates. What a con- 
trast it presents to the cold, ice-bound, ste- 
rile shores of Greenland; it exhibits, indeed, 
such a contrast, that a traveller, who has 
visited each of these countries, ought scarce- 
ly to be accused of impiety, if he entertained 
an opinion, that the sun was the fountain 
of life, and its rays the streams by which 
that life was transmitted to the earth. 
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That elephants are extremely numerous 
may be inferred from the vast number of the 
tusks of these animals purchased annually by 
E uropeans. They are generally shot with balls 
made of malleable iron, the marks of which 
are often visible on the tusks ; and sometimes 
the elephants have been so recently killed 
that when the tusks have been brought to 
me for sale, I have observed ligaments of 
the gum perfectly fresh, adhering to them. 
Their flesh and fat is much esteemed by the 
blacks, the former as food and the latter 
for lubricating their skins. 

The hippopotamus, or sea cow, is com- 
mon in the fresh water rivers or lagoons j 
it browses on the grass and shrubbery grow- 
ing on their margins, but is so shy and cau- 
tious, that it seldom permits any person to 
come within musket-shot of it. 

Leopards, wolves, hyaenas, and jackals, 
are numerous, and frequently commit great 
depredations in the folds where sheep and 
goats are placed in the night, for greater 
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security., although these folds are erected 
near and often adjoining the houses of their 
owners^ Antelopes of various sizes are 
plentiful, and a beautiful little animal o£ 
this species, the Africans sometimes domes.- 
ticate. 

But few horses are to be seen near the 
sea«coast, except at Ardrah, to which place 
they are brought from Hio. They are 
small sprightly animals, and indigenous to 
the country. The cattle are generally of a 
small breed, not unlike those reared in the 
highlands of Scotland. The entire carcass 
of mie of them seldom exceeds three hundred 
pounds in wdght* These, as well ajs sheep^ 
which are long-legged and hairy, as also 
goats ; are indigenous to Africa. 

The birds of prey are eagles and vultures $ 
the latter are the scavengers of tropical coun- 
tries, and are so fearless c^man, inconse- 
quence of the protection they receive from 
him for their useful qualities, that in some 
of the African towns they will scarcely move 
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out of the path where he is walking. Many 
of the small birds have beautiful plumage ; 
among which may be enumerated many va* 
rieties of the king's-fisher, that frequent the 
creeks and pools of water. In the woods 
are to be found turtle-doves, and parrots of 
almost every description that is common to 
tropical countries. A small bird of the 
colour and size of a house-sparrow, is the 
only bird whose notes may be considered 
melodious. 

Of the lizard species, the alligator is the 
most formidable ; but it is a timid animal, 
and never attacks man, exc^t when he is 
in the water. The iguana ranks next in 
size ; the flesh of which is by many esteemed 
a dainty. There is a great variety of the 
smaller kinds of lizards, or fly-catchers, the 
colours of many of which are extremely 
beauti&il, and among them may be ranked 
the chameleon. 

Monke3rs, both of the short and long-tailed 
species, Bxe comnpion, particularly the latter; 
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also a great variety of squirrels. There is 
a beautiful and perfect little animal of this 
species to be met with at Loanga, which is 
not larger than a mouse ; the colour of its 
hair is silver gray, and its bushy tail, when 
angry, swells to the size of its body. 

Of the reptile species there is almost every 
variety, snakes, rats, bull-frogs, scorpions, 
centipedes, spiders, and bats of an enor- 
mous size. 

Insects of every kind abound. On the 
GoldCoast there is a species of lyttae, having 
the exact colour and resemblance of the 
Spanish fly, and emitting in its living state 
a most powerful aromatic smell, but whether 
it has the vesicating quality of the latter or 
not, I cannot say, as I never saw the expe- 
riment made. Ants are extremely nume- 
rous, and that destructive species called the 
termees, is very common, particularly at 
Wydah and Ardrah, where they are called 
bug-a-bug. Flies, which in respiring emit 
light, are always visible in dark nights, and 
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there is a species of large horse-fly at Benin, 
whose proboscis punctures the skin like a 
lancet* 

Fish abounds in most of the rivers, par- 
ticularly mullet of a large size and superior 
flavour } but the sea supplies those people 
living near its shores with their chief varie- 
ties. Along the line of coast extending 
from Sierra Leone to Popo, fishing is a 
source of livelihood to many of the inhabi- 
tants, who carry on the business not only to 
supply their own wants, but for the purpose 
of curing them, and sending them into the 
interior for sale. From Popo to Old Cala- 
bar, the natives derive no advantage from 
the sea, and it is seldom that any of them 
passes the surf in a canoe, although they 
are well acquainted with the management of 
this kind of craft,, as the vast number of very 
large ones to be seen on their lagoons and 
rivers prove. 

Black and hump-backed whales are 
very numerous during the months of Sep- 
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tembery October, November, and Decem- 
ber, and aie c^en seen near the shore in 
company with their young, which play 
round them, and appear to have a peculiar 
pleasure in flapping their tails against the 
water as they swim. One of these fish, 
about fifty feet long, swam so near the ves- 
sel (then going three and a half knots) that 
a person might easily have jumped from the 
mizen chains upon its back, and it retained 
the position for nearly ten minutes. The oil 
extracted from them, is, 1 believe, not at all 
inferior to that obtained from the whales of 
Greenland. Those which yield sperma- 
ceti oil, are seldom, or never seen in sound- 
kigs, but are frequently met with near the 
African islands, particularly, those of St. 
Thomas and Princes, and the Cape de Verds, 
and at the same season of the year. Whalers 
know them from the former, when at a great 
distance, by the manner in which the water 
is forced from the nostrils; the former forces 
it out at the top erf the head like 2LJet d'eau^ 
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while the latter sends it out obliquely from 
the point of the snout in a spray. I believe 
it has been remarked by an author, that 
whales do not sleep ; but a circumstance 
occurred to a ship in which I was, that has 
left no doubt in my mind that they sleep, 
and sleep soundly too. 

On the 30th of November, at three P. M. 
when three degrees to the northward of the 
Gape de Verd islands, and in the meridian^ 
of Bonavista, the ship going eight knots 
with the wind nearly aft, she struck on a 
whale, and the concussion was so great, as 
to drive the sails so forcibly aback, as nearly 
to carry away the topmast ; a second shock 
instantaneously succeeded the first, and the 
ship's way became almost lost ; in fifteen, 
or twenty seconds, the whale came up under 
the larboard quarter, bleeding most pro- 
fusely, and as we thought, killed, for it 
remained motionless on the surface of the 
water as long as we could discern it with 
our glasses, the sea being stained with its 
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blood to a considerably distance around It« 
There were four or five other whales in 
company^ which continued to play round 
their dead companion while visible &om the 
ship. They were of the spermaceti species. 

The natives of the Gold Coast keep at a 
respectful distance from these monsters 
of the deep, as they have some tradition 
amongst them, of several fishers and their 
canoes having been destroyed by them. 
Some whalers from Nantucket have occa- 
sionally appeared in the bight of Benin, but, 
I believe, were not in general successfiil. 

It is very propable that whales migrate 
when the sun no longer shines within the 
arctic circle, and are directed by the same 
instinct in the pursuit of food, which go- 
verns birds and beasts common to the same 
region of the globe ; but whether they pro- 
ceed so far to the southward as the equator, 
or not, is questionable. The black whale, 
as before stated, certainly appears in the 
bight of Benin in considerable numbers 
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duringthe wintersolstice,but not at anyotlier 
season of the year. The spermaceti whale, 
although a native of the the torrid zone, is 
often seen to the southward of the tropic of 
Capricorn. They are gregarious, and live in 
families. I have known a south-sea whaler 
to fall in with a family consisting of eight 
or ten in number and to kill the whole of 
them. The black and the hump-back whales 
on the contrary, are commonly seen in pairs, 
male and female, or the latter with its young. 

On the coast of Angola, locusts are some- 
times seen in immense numbers. 

Soon after an earthquake, or seaquake^ 
that occurred at Cabenda, and which ex- 
tended to some distance to the southward 
and northward of that port, a flight g£ lo- 
custs took place, that continued three days, 
and three nights, so that the sea was liters* 
ally covered with their drowned carcases j 
and the ships^ deck, masts, yards, and rig- 
ging swarmed with them, to such excess, 
as to require the constant attention of the 
o 
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trews, to fiweep them overboard.' Tbe 
earthquake, which had pre^^eded their flight 
only a &w lK>ur3, drove in upoa the shore 
from the westward several tremendous seas, 
so as to cause some of the vessels whe& in 
the trough of ihem to strike the gwund in 
five and a half fathoms water* M$my of 
the natives, both here, and at Malemba, 
were drowned upon the beach, in cmise'- 
quenpe of it being so v^ narrow, and liie 
clifi which bound it so extremely precipit- 
ous^ that they could not escape the over- 
whelming waves which came suddenly upon 
liiem. To this calamity, was added^ the 
destruction of n^any canoes, by this sudden 
inundation of the sea } and the loeusts de*- 
«troyed every blade oi grass, and all tiie 
vegetable productions of the soil, for rnnay 
miles round* 

An extraordinary ^ight of small butter- 
flies, or moths with spotted wings, took place 
at Annamaboo. After a tornado^ the ynmd 
veered to the northward, and blewfre&h 
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ftoxA thd land ^th thick mist, wfaidi brought 
off fiom the shore so many df these insects^ 
that for one hoar the atmo^here was so 
filled with them^ as to represent a snow 
storm driving past the vessel at a rapid rate^ 
which was lying at anchor about two miles 
fiom the shore. 

On the same voyage, a swarm of bees 
came on board, and settled on the quarter^ 
deck ; and another swarm took possession 
of the mast head of one of the ship's boats, 
on her return from Accra to Annamoboo* 

LANOUAGB. 

The tower of Babd might have been built 
osi the western shores of Africa, five degrees 
niorth of the equator, and its inhabitants 
difl|ier$ed to the north, east, and west, for 
ahnost every tribe (and tbey are immo^ia^ 
ble) has a distinct language uniateUigiUe 
to the otibecs } and as they have not amoi^ 
them any wntten character, tiie diffetGoi 
laa^Uages qioken esn only be leaorned is 
o2 
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those countries where they are used. The 
enunciation (^ all that I have heard spoken^ 
is soft and harmonioira, and the words c<!mi-> 
posing them abmmd in vowels, and gener- 
ally tenmnate in them. Their compound 
words seldom exceed four syllables, and fre- 
quently entire sentences not more. Th^ 
language is, of course, adapted to their 
habits and wants ; and as these are ex- 
tremely few and simple, and nearly similar 
in all, the construction of the different lan- 
guages is the same. 

RELIGION. 

. The prevailing religion on the western 
coast of Africa is polytheism, and the opi- 
nions and feelmgs of those tribes of Afri- 
cans, (who believe in good and evil spirits)^ 
concerning the invisible God, are, as may 
be supposed, extremely vague, especicdly 
when we know that civilized nations find 
an insurmountable difficulty in embodying 
words that can convey to the mind, uih* 
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tittactedly, a representation of the all-power-^ 
fill and beneficent Creator. 

The evil spirit, contrary to the prevail- 
ing opinion of Christians, though emanating 
probaUy ^om the same cause, the blacks 
conceive invariably to be of a white colour, 
assuming various forms, to effect various 
malignant purposes; and the immortality 
of the soul is one of those metaphysical 
^efi^ns, that never haunts their imagina^ 
tionj consequently their hopes and fears, 
as far as respects a future state of existence, 
have no influence whatever on their moral 
conduct* 

As superstition is the offspring of igno- 
rance, it is to be expected, that tlie devo- 
tion of the poor untutored Africans must 
be grossly idolatrous. 

The fetiche men, or priests, are generally 
cunning, deiagning fellows, who by their 
mummeries of rags and reptiles, keep alive 
tiieir hopes and fears as best suits their pur-- 
poses, by which means they cheat them out 
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of their |)iro|>e]iy; or, in combinatioii vddi 
their kings and chiefs^ too frequently xdb 
th^n of thdr liberty also. But^ whatever 
are the r^gious opinions ^the neighbour- 
ing naitipng, or however much at variance 
in form and bei^g the idolatrous oi^ecb o£ 
their worship may be, war seldom arisess 
among them in c<^»sequeitce of diifference 
of opinicm on this subject, except to the 
north and in the interior of Africa» where 
Mohamedanis»xi is known to prevaiL 

The Dabomians, wbose tutelary dieify is; 
the leopard, conquered the Grewhe^ or 
Wydahs, whose object of adoratioa is a 
snake ; yet, when the leopard, cooamits de- 
preda^tions amcmg the flocks <^ the: latter^ 
they destroy it with impunity, as the former 
do the snake, if trouble$<»ne in tb€|ir housea 
<Mr poultry-yards. Perhaps this m^ be ac- 
oounsted fw by the king pf Dahomy's power 
being so ^solute and vncontrolted, tibab it 
reqmres no support from the priesthood^ or 
^e <Htfi might suppps9» that he would 8up«> 



Digitized by 



Google 



RELIGION. 



■^ lfl9 



port the leopard order of priests against the 
priests of the snake^ which is not the case. 

The alligator is the great fetiche at little 
Popo, and this reptile sometimes makes free 
to carry off a child, when bathing in the la- 
goon at that place. At snch times, the fe- 
tiche men, in order to support their power 
and crectit, are compelled to take the de- 
predator i and the first alligator they entrap, 
is passed on the child's parents as such, and 
is sacrificed to the Manes of the deceased*^^ 

The Fantees, who have nearly as many 
tutelar deities as there are days in the year, 
yet whose religion hangs more loosely on 
them than most Africans who have any re- 
ligion at aD, eat the shark, the New Cala^ 
bariems' god ; and safm/a, its Fantee name, 
they consider as a dish fit to set before a 
king. The canine race, which are the pro- 
tecting deities of the Lagos people, are con-- 
sidered, by the natives of Bonny, as the 
greatest dainties ; and the iguana, the Bern- 
nijyas' object of adbraticm, is devoured ask 
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exbellent food by the natives of Benin» and 
probably if the Ibbibbys, or Quaws, could 
conveniently get at the monarch of that na- 
tion^ his godship would fare no better than 
tiie shark, the dog, or the iguana. 

Circumcision is very commonly practised 
on the natives of westa*n Africa, and whare 
the Mahomedan religion is noticnown ; and 
I could never obtain any other in&)rmation 
from them relative to this practice, but that 
it was the custom of their forefathers to be 
&o marked. 

CLIMATE. 

The climate of Africa, Malemba, on the 
coast of Angola, excepted, has be^i gene- 
rally found to be extremely prejudicial to 
the health of newly-imported Europeras. 
There are few persons who have visited 
Africa, but must have observed the baneful 
effects of its poisonous atmospliere on those 
not inured to it, and have seen stranger^ 
whom curicHsity. ^lone has induced to sleqp. 
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a night or two on shore, fall victims to its. 
malignity. 

Sometimes, indeed, an Eun^pean appears, 
wjiose constitution is so happily framed as 
to adapt itsdf to any climate, however bad, 
and who actually enjoys good health with- 
out adopting any unusual caution to pre- 
serve it; while his surrounding companions 
are daily sinking into the grave, and those 
who survive are to be seen crawling about, 
more like cadaverous spectres, than human 
beings endowed with life. The diseases to 
which Europeans are liable in this climate, 
are ^ bilious fevers, of the most malignant 
kind; in recovering from which, the pa- 
tients, for many months, labour under ex- 
treme debility, or, probably, intermitting 
fever or dysentery. Calomel appears the 
only safe remedy, administered frequently 
as a strong cathartic. Emetics are oflten 
attended with the worst consequences, be- 
cause the disease itself is generally accom-. 
pwied with that irritability of stomach. 
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-wbick it is of the ufcinost importance ta 
allay, rather than to excite. 

This extreme imhealthiness arises firom a 
moist and hot atmosphere^ to whkh western 
Africa is peculiarl j liable, and which is inw 
pregnated with marsh miasmata, aad the 
noxions gas erdved from y^etable matter 
ia a state of decompositioo, the process o£ 
whicfa is coQstantlj going on in a country 
lyii^ so near the equator, but little culti-* 
united, and whcare the woock are so dense 
at to be impervious to the rays of the suBf« 

Notwithstanding this dimate is found to 
be so extremelyp£«^ndicial to die health of 
Ecoropean^ the natives appear to enjoy good 
healtiv and ta live to a tdenbly old ageir 
The wet season, like our winter, produces' 
inflamnuKtoiy attacks of thelungs^ ami pleu-* 
ra, and abo catarrh atndmunqisw TheAfri^ 
cans seem peccdiarly sensible of the least 
cbsmge in the temperature of the atmos^ 
phere^ 

When the smalI*pox makes its appear* 
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aQce» it fireqiffiXKtly depopulates entire vil« 
}ages ; ahdt as a disease, it is probably tbe 
greatest scourge the AfricaHs have to con* 
tend with. It was onoe so destructive m 
tlie Dahomian isenitoij, \^en the writ^ 
w» th^e, that when the common people 
^washed to impcess on tiie minds of their 
htsurera, the truth of tlieir assertions, thef 
wished the smail-pox might strike them, if 
what they were, relatii^ was not true. Bat 
ike kixigof Dahomyput a stop to tbe pfao*- 
tice, by ordering the pubUc criers to jwo»- 
daim^ in all the towns c^ his doffunions^ his 
will^ that liis peqde should no long^ s wew 
by that dreadful malady, as to that cause 
alone might be attributed its too frequent 
>ecurrem:e. 

The common diseases to whick the bkcks 
are subject, are ya^s, a bad cutaneous dis- 
ease ; aka a contagious pustular eruption, 
elephat^asis, lej^ osy, and hernia. But few 
deformed persons are to be met with, d- 



Digitized by 



Google 



204 CLIMATE. 

though that ktmsnaturce^ the white negro, 
bom of Uack parents^ is to be seen in almost 
every populous town. The colour of the 
skins of tjiese unfortunate persons is a pale 
ash, evidently arising either from the ^i-i 
dermis or mucous membrane which it covers 
being diseased, for they appear not to pe^* 
squire freely; they are also generally pur- 
blind, and form an extraordinary contrasrt 
to thek* black parents and companions, in 
whose opinion they are unfortunately by 
this malady degraded. 

The melancholy effects of this climate on 
Europeans will probably be best shown, by 
addmg a few facts to the preceding g^ieral 
observations. 

On a voyage to Lagos, and Benin, out ci 
a crew consisting of fifty-five persons thirty- 
five died ; among whom, were all the prin-i 
cipal oj£cers. This mortality arose in con- 
sequence of their being employed, eitiier 
in the factories on shore> or in boats in the 
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rivers.^ Those, who remained on board of 
the vessel, which was at anchor off the 
eoast, enjoyed good health. 

At the island of Princes, where the vessel 
called for refreshments, three of the crew^ 
Ccmsisting of the coqper, his mate, and a 
seaman, (and who had previously enjoyed 
ebccellent health), died, in consequence of 
their duty requiring them to be much on 
shore. 

On a voyage to the Grold Coast, I was the 
foiuth officer that took charge of a factory 
at Lagoo ; a town about twenty-three miles 
to the eastward of Annamaboo, and near 
the JSritish fort atTantumquerry. At this 
place my three predecessors had died in little 
more than three months, notwithstanding 
this town is built on the top of a hill having 
an elevation of three, or four hundred feet, 
the base of which is washed by the sea. 

In two voyages to Bonny, I remarked, 
that the coxswains who had charge of the 
boats that tooK the captains on shore every 
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evening (where they renlamed two or three 
hours), frequently lost their lives, by bemg 
exposed to the effluvia, ariaing from the sdimy 
bed <^ the creek, which leads to tl^ town, 
uidess inured to the dinwte. The remaind^ 
er of the boats^ crews, being natives, did not 
of OHirse suffer. 

Yessdb, which anchor near the south 
point of this creek, (the cemetery ofBaro^ 
peans, and where many thousands have 
been interred), and which many impru- 
dently do for the paltry convenience of 
having a quidcer conunumcation wilii the 
shece, are in general very stdkly, while 
these lying in the middle of the stream re« 
main healthy. 

On a vojrage to Benin, when the vessel 
having a crew of twenty men proceeded 
into that river, and anchored off New Towoif 
ten of them died in ibur wedss, akhongh^ 
iKmeof them except myadf ever w^ent on 
shore. On this voyage, my residence was 
occaaionally at Lagos, Badagry^ Ardi»h, 
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Wydahf as well as at Benin ; and I ranarked, 
that the ms^or part of those officers and 
men, who had occasion to be on shore, at 
any of these i^es» and were not inur^ to 
the climate, generally fell victims to it in 
three or four weeks. I observed the same 
to occur at Lagoo on the Grold Coast 

At Malemba none died, and those who 
had been sick recovered, except my surgeon, 
who bad imprudently, and contrary to iny 
express orders, slept one mght on shore at 
Accra on the Gold Coast, and lost his li&p 
by fever, in foiui;een days afterwards. 

Ii!i the four foUowing voyages to the GoAd 
Co9st, the vessels commanded by me had 
crews of fifty men each, none of whom diedt 
in eons^uence of being strictly prohibited 
from sleeping im shore, and never allowing 
4bem to be exposed to the fains, two in- 
Btances only eiccepted. One occurred, in 
consequenoe of my being cooipeUed, in self- 
il^noe» to ertablish a factory at Lagoo, « 
where three officers died in three months. 

On another eccasion, the governor of 
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Dixcove fort prevs^ed on my second officer 
to allow the armourer of the ship to remain 
on shore for one nighty in order to complete 
a job he had in hand for him, although he 
had been sent by me in the boat to bring 
him on board. The consequence to the 
poor man was, that he died in three week3. 

CIVILIZATION. 

The progress of civilization, in any 
country inhabited by savages, depends 
much on its local situation, in its capa- 
bility of carrying on a commercial inter- 
course with enlightened nations, who have 
it in their power to introduce amongst its 
inhabitants the arts of civilized life : and 
climate will also be found powerfully to 
accelerate or retard this advancement. 

Experience has proved that savage na^ 
tipns, inhabiting maritime countries dtuated 
in temperate climates, have emerged from 
a state of barbarism more rapidly than those 
livmg within the tropics. 

In a climate like that of Britain, where 



Digitized by 



Google 



CIVILIZATION. S09 

the feveridh heats of the torrid zone are 
never felt, nor the rigours of a Siberian 
winter experienced, man may be supposed 
to be most happily placed for the fidl de- 
velopement of his physical and moral 
energies ; and it would hardly be credited 
at this day, were it not handed down to us 
by the most authentic written testimony, 
that, when the Romans first invaded Gaul 
apd Britain, they found the natives of these 
countries clothed in skins, and their bodies 
tattooed, and daubed with various coloured 
earths. They found, also, that horrid cus- 
tom to prevail, which seems identified with 
man in a savage state, that of immolating 
human beings upon the altar of their gods, 
by the Druids, who were the sacrificing 
priests. The advantages which climate, 
locality, and conquest, have bestowed on 
these nations, it is unnecessary to remark 
on here, as they are happily very apparent. 
Savages inhabiting a tropical climate, 
require but little raiment or fire. The soil 
p 
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yieldSf almost sqpoQtaneoualy} food adequate 
to their wpport. BodUyej^rtionw therefore 
seld<Hn U9ed by them, except in the pursuit of 
(deafiuref jlSase and sensual ei\joyment& are 
their chief delights: and the extreme heal> 
consequent on the locality cfthdrcotmtry, 
powerfully Goutrihutefi to render a state of 
inactivity pleasurable and even necessary. 

The climate of Africa is, tberefijre, un* 
favQuraWe to any rapid progress bdng 
inade in the civilization of its inhabitants* 

That the Africans are ^^ydowed by nature 
with faculties as enable of receiving in-» 
struetion as the savages inhaWtteg any 
other country we are acquainted with* is at 
this day not tQ be questioned; alt^ugh 
this climate, as befwe remarked, is vmr 
favourable to either bodily or mental ex- 
? rtion i and the nature of their civil andl 
reli^oua institutions is such* as to j^ce 
them in a state of extreme degradation* for 
Africa is a eountry chiefly inhabited by ty- 
rants and slaves^ 
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llie natives of the western shwes (rf 
Africa have cartainly local advantages very 
superior to tiboae inhabiting the eastera 
^ores, beicattse they have a free and easy 
c<Mnmunication with the most enlightened 
nations of Europe, which the others have not 
And howe^^er justly the trade in slaves, 
ca^ied on by Europeans with the former, 
has been reprobated by enlightened men of 
dl countries, yet it is probable, that, should 
the AjWcans ever become a civilized people, 
the foundation of their becoming so will 
have been laid by the slave-trade ; because, 
when the slave-trade is abolished by all 
those nations who have hitherto carried it 
on, on the western shores of Africa, it is 
l^robable the chiefs inhabiting those {^rts 
will direct their attention to obtaining from 
the soil those products for which they can 
obtain in e^clumge such articles as they 
have been accustomed to receive in barter 
iot slaves* But wherever the trade? in slaves 
exists, the cultivation of the soil, and tlie 
p 2 
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obtaimng the natural and valuable products 
of the country, for sale to the Europeans, 
will be neglected. Man is the ofispring dP 
pleasure, although in Africa he is too often 
the child of misfortune j and, whether 
there is a demand for him as an article of 
merchandize, or otherwise, he will continue 
to be propagated and reared : and so long 
as he continues to be an object of com- 
merce, he will be preferred to any other, 
because he can be obtained \nthout labour. 
Superior to bales or casks of merchandize, 
he possesses locomotive powers. Carriages, 
or beasts of burthen, are unnecessary for 
his conveyance to the port of embarkation ; 
for he is himself both the article of mer- 
chandise and the carrier. He can wind 
his way through the intricacies ^ a forest, 
paddle a canoe across a lake or river ; and 
the only care which devolves on his master 
is the prevention of his escape, and the 
providing the means of subsistence on the 
road. 
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It is to be presumed, then, that the first 
approaches of the Africans towards a state 
of civilization, and an amelioration of their 
condition, will be first observable in those 
inhabiting the western coast, and after the 
slave-trade has totally ceased to exist. Wars 
^C aggression will become less frequent, as 
the principal excitement to them will have 
ceased to operate ; and the chiefs will then 
find it indispensable to direct their attention 
to the cultivation of the soil, in ordel* to 
obtain from it, for barter, its natural pro- 
ducts. 

It must, however, be expected, that 
their exertion in this way will be ex- 
tremely limited for a considerable period, 
because Europeans cannot be incorpo^^ 
rated with them, so as to set them an 
example of industry, and instruct them in 
the skill and knowledge necessary, in con- 
sequence of the extreme unhealthiness of 
the climate. 
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THE NIGER. 

A problem remains yet to be sdved> re- 
specting the Niger. Where does it ter^ 
minate? Is it, according to Mt^or Ren« 
nePs opinion, lost in the swsymps of Wan- 
garra ? Or, are its waters discharged into 
the sea, according to Riechard's theory, hy 
the many rivers placed between those <rf 
Formosa andDel Rey, both inclusive ? Or, 
is the Congo still to be considered as it* 
embouchure? 

I believe it was Captain Tuckey 's opinion, 
that the Congo is not the embouchure of 
th^ Niger j although he thought the former 
river had its source nordi of the equator, 
because he found its waters be^n to rise in 
September. 

With regard to Riechard's opinion, ar- 
guments may be adduced both in its sup- 
port, and against it, although the latter 
must certainly preponderate. The country 
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through which those rivers pass» that he 
considers as the embouchures of the Niger, 
extending from the Formosa to Del Rey, and 
from the sea*shore into the interior, to the 
distance of fifty miles^ has one uniform 
character,*— that of a vast alluvial morass, 
heavily timbered. The country most re^- 
sembling it, which has come under my 
own personal observation^ is that part of 
Guyana, lying between Cyane and the 
river Essequibo; and the only difference is 
that the former has moderately deep water 
near the sea-cost, while that of the latter 
is extremely shallow, to a considerable 
distance £rom the shore. 

In the former rivers, as in those of 
Guyana, I have never observed any extra- 
ordinary rise of the water ; and the tides 
ebb and flow in them with the same regu- 
larity, except during, or immediately after 
it has rained heavily on the sea-board; in 
which case, the ebbs during neap-tides run 
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two or three hours longer than the floods* 
If, then, the water of the Niger is dis* 
charged into the sea, by the rivers on the 
bight of Benin^ it is certain that it does not 
produce the effect either of accelerating 
the velocity of their streams, or of aug- 
menting their bulk, but which may prob- 
ably be accounted for by its spreading over 
a vast tract of country, from which there 
are so many outlets to the sea ; and that 
communicate with each other in the in« 
terior, by many wide and deep creeks. 

In a recent publication, the rivers Lagoa 
and Bonny have been dignified with the 
appellation of embouchures of the Niger» 
and the author of it draws his condusions 
from the following premises. 

<< That it is well known, as soon as La- 
gos and Bonny were opened to the slave- 
trade, that on the Gold Coast gradually de- 
clined ; and therefidre, as soon as the easy 
communication by the Niger with those 
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ports, was known to the slave-traders, in 
the interior of the country through which 
the river bends its course, they gave a de- 
cided preference to the che^ and easy con- 
veyance of their merchandise by water to 
Lagos and Bonny, to the more tedious and 
expensive journey by land to the Gcid 
Coast/' 

Now, the number of slavei brought to 
the Gold Coast for sale, was augmented or 
decreased, according to the demand that 
existed for them, and the tranquillity of 
those countries from which they were 
brought, or through which they had to 
pass, in their journey &om the interior 
to the sea-coast. The real cause of the 
duninution of the slave-trade on the Gold 
Coast, arose from the excessive competition 
that was carried on there, by different Eu- 
ropean nations ; which enhanced the price 
of negroes so consider^^bly, as to leave but 
little profit to the merchant, who was com- 



Digitized by 



Google 



318 THE NIGER* 

pelled to seek a better and cheaper maiiiet^ 
whicb he found on the coast of Angola, 

If the trade in slaves had been turned 
from the Gold Coast to B(mny^ &oni the 
cause which has been assigned^ many of 
the slaves sold at the latter place^ would 
have been natives of the same nation or 
nations, as those that were brought to the 
former, whereas three-fourths of all the ne« 
groes sold at Bonny were Heebos, the re« 
maining fourth was composed of those of 
the Ibbibby or Quaw nation, and the Brass 
country or AUakoo ; all of which countries^ 
of which th^se negroes are natives^ are in 
the immediate vicinity of Bonny. 

Now the cargoes ot the vessels trading on 
the Gold Coast, were composed of imtivea 
of F^mtee, Asshantee^ of Chamba or Dunco, 
also of Crepee, obtained at Accra, those of 
Wassa at Ci^ Coast and Ehnina, and 
Akims at Winnebah* 

Lagos rose only into importance as a place 
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of trader when the European war and tha 
revohition in France prevented the slave* 
ships belonging to France carrying on their 
usual trade at Ardrah } and the latter place 
derived its consequence from the king df 
Dahomy monopolizing the trade in slaves 
in his own dominions, which proving ex- 
tr^nely injurious to the interests t>f botii the 
white and black traders, drove them to the 
expedient of seeking another market Ar- 
drah became the refuge of the Wydah tra^ 
dets, and the king of Hio, who is much 
more powerful than the monarch of DalK>^ 
my, placed it under hi£l immediate protec- 
tion, which created a degree of confidence 
in those traders, that rendered its trade very 
extensive. When the French, from the 
cause before as^gned, were compelled to 
relinquish the trade in slaves at Ardrah, the 
English slave-traders increased in number 
at Lagos, and the principal supply of slaves 
at it, was derived from Ardrah by way of 



Digitized b.y 



Google 



SSO THE KIGEIU 

the lake that communicates with Lagos river^ 
and not by the Niger, or any other river that 
communicates with the Niger* 

The negroes obtained from the north- 
eastward, by Cradoo lake, are principally 
of the Jaboo nation, and those obtained at 
Ardrah were natives belonging to Hio, 
Houla, Dahomy, Mahee, and Ardrah ; not 
a negro of which nations did I ever see 
offered for sale on the Gold Coast, that had 
travelled from the interior, neither did I 
see any such sold at Bonny. So that the 
negroes sold on the Gold Coast, belong to 
nations totally distinct from those sold at 
Ardrah and Lagos; as those sold at the 
latter places are from those brought to mar- 
ket at Bonny; which would certainly not be 
the case, if, as asserted, Lagos and Bonny 
rivers were embouchures of the Niger, and 
had a communication with the same nations 
in the interior of Africa. Besides, I have 
never seen, except at Ardrah, any traces 
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of the Mohammedan religion in this part of 
Africa, which proves the free communica- 
tion that exists between it and remote na- 
tions in the north, but this communication 
is carried on, on foot and on horseback*. 

Many of the slaves of the Housa nation, 
with whom I have conversed, both at Ar- 
drah and Lagos, and also on board of vessels 
slaving there, have invariably stated, that 
they travelled on foot from their own coun- 
try through that of Hio j and that there is 
an immense lake in Housa, which they com- 
pared to the sea; that persons were fre- 
quently days and nights on if without see- 
ing any land j and that the sun is observed 
to rise and set on its water. They described 

* I have little doubt but the Niger might be visited 
by way of Ardrah and Hio^ with less personal risk to 
the traveller^ from the natives^ than by any other route 
we are at present acquainted with. 

Horses are to be obtained at Ardrah^ and also natives 
who understand both the Hio and French languages. 
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having seen white pe<^ in its vicinity with 
long hm like Europeans (meaning Moors 
of course); but I could never leaxn from 
them, that Housa had any communication 
whatever by any river with the searcoastt 
by which they could be transported to it. 

Slaves of the Housa nation are brought 
to Ardrah by the Hio traders, and then 
sold, either to European or black traders, 
belonging to Lagos and Badagry« Their 
attenuated bodies on their first arrival, 
proves their journey to have been long, te* 
dious, and exhausting. 
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.Vessels bound from England to Africa, will find 
the b^st route to be (wind permitting) to make the 
Canaiy islaodst afterwards, shaping a course to 
carry tbom about mid-channel, between the Cape 
dQ Verd islands and the continent of Africa; by 
iniiicb means, the circuitous route to the westward 
of the Cape de Verds (which is the beaten track) is 
avoided, and the most tedious portion of the pas* 
sage to Africa (the calm latitudes), considerably 
abridged, by passing quickly out of the north*-east 
trade wind into the southrwest wind, which is the 
prevailing one <m this part of the coast of Africa. 
Ships bound to tbe Gold Coast, and not intending 
to call on the windward coast, will find an advan^ 
tage in passing the meridian of Cape Palmas in 
yso'f 0x4^"* north latitude, and making the high 
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land of Drewin, to the eastward of that cape, be^ 
cause the direction of the land from Cape Mount to 
Ci^ Palmas is nearly south-east by east, by com« 
pass, which requires a ship, allowing for variation^ 
to steer 3^by S. to dear the land, and as the pre- 
vailing winds blow from south to south-west, with 
occasicmally a strong current setting to the north- 
ward, much difficulty is often experienced, and 
valuable time consumed, in getting round Cape 
Palmas, by vessels felling in with the land to the 
northward and westward of that cape. 

In running for the Canary islands, the indraft 
to the straits of Gibraltar, or easterly current, 
should always be carefiilly guarded against, other- 
wise a vessel may be wrecked on the coast of Bar- 
bary. I had often remarked this current, but on 
my last voyage, it exceeded in velocity, in a dupli^ 
cate ratio, what I had before experienced. We 
passed in sight of Cape Finisterre, and in eight 
days arrived in the latitude of the Canary islands, 
when the longitude by dead reckoning was 16^ SCT 
west, but by lunar observation, IS"* 15' west, the 
current having set the, vessel three degrees of lon- 
gitude, or 144 nautical miles, to the eastward, in 
eight days. It may be proper to remark here, that 
the log was hove every hour, and all due precaution 
used to ascertain, with the greatest possiUe preci- 
sion, the longitude by dead reckoning. 

The atmosphere near the Canary islands is ge- 
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nerally hazy, but much more so as the coast of 
Barbary is approached, which renders precaution 
doubly necessary. In this instance, we ran the 
ship between the island of Fuertaventura and the 
mfdn, without seeing either, and hauled up to the 
westward when to the southward of the south end 
dfthe former, to avoid Cape Bajadore. If celestial 
observations had not been used to ascertain the 
longitude, the probability is, that the ship would 
have been in great danger of being wrecked on the 
coast of Barbary; because, having had so late a 
departure, an error of such magnitude in the dead 
reckoning as three degrees would not have been 
apprehended, and not seeing any land when in 
the latitude of the islands, the conclusion might 
reasonably have been, that the ship was to the 
westward of Palma, and not the eastward of 
Fuertaventura. 

This current varies in velocity at different periods 
of the year. Sometimes it is scarcely perceptible, 
at other times running at the rate of thirty or forty 
miles in twenty-four hours, but always increasing 
in velocity in approximating the Barbary shore, 
until Cape Bajadore is passed to the southward. 

Norris's chart of the coast of Africa, extending 
from Cape Palmas to Cape Lopez, and published 
by Laurie and Whittle in 1792, is sufficiently cor- 
rect for the purposes of traders navigating that part 
of the coast, as the latitudes of the principal capes, 
2 
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or head lands, are correctly laid dewrn, as well aUo 
as the places (^ trade g^eraQy. There is an ^error 
m the ^ngitude, of thirty miles of a degree too fiu* 
to the eastward, the meridkn of Greaiwidi being 
made to pass over TaDtttiiK]^eriy pokat, instead of 
Ibat of Barraooo point I found Amiamaboo, by 
a mean <^ ten lunar observatloBS, to be fifiy-feur 
miles west of Greeawich^ and Cape Coast in 1** S' 
west of that meridian. Hie distance meaiaiffed<m 
Nonis's chart, betwe^ the high land <rfDrewin 
«id Cape Coast, I foHnd by knar observations to 
be very correct 

The ground from B^rd^ to Drewin is foiil ; 
dieiefiare, in anchoring over these pkoesi some 
precaution is necessary. ^ 

Picaninny Bass^n lies at the bottom of adeep 
bay, called the bottomless pit, where there is not 
any anchorage until within half a caUe's lei^^ of 
the shore; and many mas^ars of vessds have found 
themsdives very uncomforfbable, when they have 
m^rud^idy taken th^ vessels too fitr isto this 
bay, and the wind has proved light and far south- 
i^y, from the difficulty they have ^cperienced in 
getting them out of it, and t^eir gxound-tackle be- 
ii^ rendered mmvailaUe in case of ^siergem^, in 
consequ^ce of the extreme dq^ of the iraiter. 
This bay had better therefore l>e avotdad by vessds 
tif burth^i. 

The hue <^ <0oast from Appolonia to Cape St 
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Paul's is well defined, the shore brid, imd andbor^ 
age good ; the reef oiFTacarara is the only obstacle^ 
and it lies much nearer the shcnre than is laid down 
in the chart From Cape St Paul's to Little Pc^o^ 
the land is low; at the latter place there are three 
or four small hummocks, but from tt^nce to Benin 
river it is extremely flat, no inequality presenting 
itself along the wbcde line of coast, which renders 
the intermediate places of trade very diflScult to 
find. In running alon^ tlie coast to &e eastwv d 
and finnn Popo^ in eight &thoms water, Grewhe 
town may be seen firom the deck of a vess^ by 
using a good telescope, at about three jsiiles fir^a 
the beachy as there is dcssrcdy any wood to inter- 
cept the view, a»l which will point out the premier 
tmchorage of Wydah^ Porto Nova road is twdve 
leagues to leeward of Wydah, and when I was 
there, the maik for anchorage was an isoli^ed 
dun^ of barge trees, in number probably twenty 
or thirty, bearing norths and growing very near 
the beadu The road to Ardrah wmds dose past 
them. 

The road of Badagry is neariy equi-distant from 
Portx> Nova and Ltqgos, and has no particularly 
marked otject to be known by. The town is three 
imles from the beadr and situated on the north 
bank of the lake, or river, that descends firom Ar- 
drah into Lagos river^ and is at Badagry about two 
hundred yarda broad. A shrubbery iaterccfits the 
fi2 
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view of the town until the river is very nearly ap- 
proached. 

Between Badagry and Lagos river, numerous 
villages are scattered along the beach, reposing in 
pretty groves of cocoa-nut trees. The mouth of . 
Lagos river is so contracted, that it might easily 
be passed unobserved, and often probably would 
be, were it not for the breakers off its entrance. 

The course from Lagos to Benin is south-east by 
compass, and, in approaching the latter place from 
the north-west, with an intention to run into that 
river, there are, on the eastern shore, extending 
from its mouth to the southward, two dumgs of 
trees, very near each other, and which are higher 
than the line of shrubbery in which they are grow- 
ing (they are called the cock-up bubbles, from their 
imperfect resemblance to mammce); these bearing 
ESE. run directly for them, until you open the 
river, then run in, keefmig the western shore on 
board until past Jo creek; keep afterwards the cen- 
tre of the river up to New Town, where vessds 
generally anchor in three and a half &thoms water. 
The bar is a flat of mud of considerable extent, 
having only twelve feet water in it at spring-tides. 
After leaving Benin road, and rounding Cape For- 
mosa, the seventh river to the eastward of that Cape 
is the embouchure of Bonny and New Calabar 
rivers. The distance, estimated from Foche Point, 
its western extDremity, to Rough comer, its eastern 
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extremity, is seven miles, A ship may run with 
great safety from Cape Formosa to Bonny river in 
seyen fathoms, and if of a.moderate.size, may pass 
the bar of that river at low water, there being on it 
at such times, three fathoms. The marks for en- 
tering it are two high trees at Peter-side*, a hand- 
spike's length open, with Rough comer. The sea 
breaks at half-ebb on the sand called the Baleur 
Head, lying on the starboard hand going in, and 
which is very steep too; as it does also on the west- 
ern breakers on the larboard hand, so that the 
channel, which is broad, is itself also very distmcdy 
marked. The passage out of the river is both 
shallow and intricate, and requires considerable 
caution in taking a ship through it; for, however 
frequently a man may have been at Bonny, it will 
be prudent for him to examine the channel well, 
and buoy it, if necessary, before proceeding through 
it to sea. 

Old Calabar and Camaroons rivers have both 
of them broad and deep entrances, the latter par- 
ticularly; and very little experience is requisite to 
find the way both in and out of these rivers. The 
high lands of Romby and Backasy Gap are good 
marks for finding the entrance of the former, and 
preventing the masters of vessels from mistaking 
the river Del Rey for it. 

* Peter-side is the name of a town on the right bank of the 
river Bonny, about five or six miles from its mouth. 
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On Laurie and Whittle's chart there are good 
surveys of the entrance of bolh the ttbove rivers, as 
well as those of Bonny, Benin, and Lagos; al-* 
Ihou^ the course from the west head of Benin 
river to New Town is marked, in Mr. Daksd's mur* 
vey, too mudi to the eastward; and New Town h 
about three miles fiirdier from the bar than is there 
laid down. The emboudiure ci Lagos riv^ is 
little more than half the width of that given by 
Ci^>tain Horsley, although in otl^r respects, his 
survey of that river, and part of Cradoo Lak^ ia 
ooinect. 

During the period of the year vfhea land-'breeasea 
altemate with those of the sea, the best mode of 
beating a siup to windward is to get under weigh 
as soon as the wind blows steadily from the land, 
liu^mg the shore on board as near as may be 
prudent; for by that means every advantage is de- 
rived from it that can be expected. Soon after 
day-lij^ this ¥dnd veers to the west, md lays the 
ship's head offshore. By 11 a. m., the sea-breeze 
will have accpdred its strength and true direction, 
at which tim^ also, the vessel will have made a 
gaod offing. Tack, and stand in shore, andioring 
when in dght fetibcmis water, where it will be proper 
to wait£>r the land-wmd. 

By adopting this method, a vessel is placed in 
the best possible situation 6>r taking early advantage 
of the breeze from tb§ shore: whereas, if she wera 
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kept under weigh during the night, the probability 
is, that she would lose all the ground she had 
gained the preceding day, independently of being 
plM(^ wher^ Ae lAod-brqe^e^ m(^% aot reach her. 

During the rains,, when U^e sea^Jbreeze blows 
hodi in Ae day md night, and at a few l^agues.from 
the shore, bom very near Ae south pcuit of the 
compass^ stand off alu»^ for twenty«four houirsi 
when the wind wiU moi^y l» foimd to blow at 
SSW. cur S6yW,tt^ often at thc^ south. With 
the larlpoard tack on board, the vessel will lie up 
west dean full, and the vadiaticm being nearly two 
points westerly, she will not only make good her 
course, but southing also. 

As the current at this season of the year sets 
strongly to. the eastward, it wSl b^ prudent to allow 
tkir^s^i^ m3es int twen^fi»«r hours, for its mean 
v^odty : otherw^ ia bearing upland making the 
tand, the. ship will be found to leewtgrd of her port 
cf desluMKlion. This ifi an error many &11 into, 
i^vhapa it would be better tp f^ow even forty- 
ei^t miles ; because it is e^;^ to run a few leagujes 
to leewavd^ should t}osf vessel proive tQ windward of 
the place to vhich she is bound* 

These directions are given for vessels navigiiting 
betwe^i Gape Pahnas and Lagos, ajithou^ they 
will apply equally to other parts of Africax ^ 
Ipc^ties of which are similarv 
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DESCRIPTION OF A VESSEL SUITABLE FOR THE 
PALM-OIL TRADE, AND OUTFIT. 

Perhaps the size of the vessel best adapted for 
this description of African voyage, is a burthen- 
some one, registering 250 or 300 tons, coppered to 
the bends, and navigated with a crew of eight men 
to every 100 tons. Stores and provisions should 
be laid in for twelve months ; and good casks, 
suitable in size to the stowage of the vessel, and 
adequate to contain all the oil she is capable of 
stowing. These casks must be put up in shakes, 
when leaving England, for the convenience of 
stowage ; and their quality ought to be particularly 
good. 

Two spare bower anchors, and one spare stream 
anchor, will be necessary; a chain cable, also, of 
100 fathoms, being provided with a proper swivel 
in the middle, for mooring with, so that the hemp 
cable may be saved, and the tedious operation of 
clearing hawse be avoided. A conductor for light* 
ning, and iron buoys, are proper: the one may 
save the ship from destruction, and the other the 
loss of anchors. Wooden buoys are liable to be 
wormed, and sink. 

Craft, of sixty or seventy tons' burthen, that sail 
well, are best adapted for the gold and ivory trade, 
as they are capable of carrying a European cargo 
of sufficient magnitude, to barter for a large amoimt 
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in gold and ivory) and are navigated at a moderate 
expense. 

Vessels trading for palm-oil should sail from 
Europe before Christmas ; and if they are intended 
to run down the coast, it will be proper for them to 
sail two or three months earlier. They should 
arrive in Bonny or Calabar by the first of March, 
the height of the palm-oil season being in the 
months of April, May, June, and July. 

It being the indispensable duty of every master 
of a vessel, to promote the health and comfort of 
the officers and men committed to his charge, as 
well on the ground of humanity, as for the ultimate 
success of the voyage in which he is engaged, the 
following brief remarks, founded on experience, 
may be useful. 

In selecting a crew for a voyage to Africa, a 
preference should be invariably given to those 
officers and men who have been inured to that 
climate, provided their characters, in other respects, 
answer. 

Neither officers nor seamen should be employed 
in any duty on shore, or in the navigation of boats 
in creeks or rivers, for the purposes of trade, or for 
obtaining wood or water, where natives can be 
procured capable of performing those duties. A 
parsimonious conduct in this respect is highly 
culpable and has occasioned the sacrifice of many 
valuable lives. 
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The diai^ of a boat, hariag a falnabla cargo 
onboard, must necessarily devolve on an officii 
one, tliar^)re» seasoned to the elimaOe should be 
selected for the purpose. 

No officer cht seaman shocdd be allowed lo At^ 
fme flight on shore, if it can posnUy be avoided : 
neither should t^y be exposed to rain, or the me* 
lidian rays of the sun. 

It is the praodce in Calabar, Bonny, and Berai^ 
finr vessels to have roo& ov^ them, omstnioted 
with mats, which are rendered impervious to tain, 
thereby jN'eventkig the crew from exposure to its 
ban^l influence. Ships which do not proceed to 
diose rivers, but are andiored ofi^the coast, shoidd 
be provided with . superior main and quarter^ck 
awnings. 

In rainy, fog^, or damp weadier, fires, placed 
in various parts, of a vess^ wiU be Ibund beneficial^ 
lUid fire-pans sbodd be provided far that purpose. 

The crew should be divided into as mimy watdies 
as is consistent with the safety of the vessel, when 
in barbour, or at anchor off the coast ; because a 
more vigilant look-out will be kept by oaen tirhose 
hours of rest are not too much abridged i and they 
will also be better able to perform their daily 
avocations. 

Various kinds of vegetables and fkut are gene* 
ratty to be obtained cheap in Afirica, which should 
be purchased and served to the crew, but not 
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sparingly; and fredi provisions as often as they 
can be obtained. 

SaSkurs bebg too often improvident, a number 
of flannel shirts and trowsers should be sent out in 
the ship» in order that none may be unprovided 
with those important articles <^ dress, particularly 
during the rainy season. 

A liberal allowfmce of provisionsi fmd spirits, or 
wine, should be provided for die crew. Clean- 
liness and regularity are important to their health 
and comfort 



GOODS SUITABLE TO BARTER FOR GOLD AND IVORY 
ON THE GO^D COAST, EXTENDING FROM CAPE 
PALMAS TO THE RIVER VOLTA. 



Karnes of the various 
Goods. 



H|df $ays blue 

Ells, green . 
Ditto, yellow 

BejutspautSy red} 
IMtto, blue . . 5 
ChelWes . . • 
Neganipauts . . 

Niccanees • • } 

Tapsails. • • « 
Ton Ooffee roosal 

Tape ditto • . < 

AbangtKtto . • 



Remarks. 



Knipe and Partri<%e, > 
best makers . . y 

Ditto, particularijr *! 
adapted for Cape ^ 
Appolonia trade . 3 

India, Dutch pattern^ 
best • • • • 5 

Ditto ...... 

Ditto,Dutch pattern best 

Ditto, Frendi pattern ) 
best i 

Ditto best .... 

Manchester best . . 

India «in«ll ^nd large) 
patterns, assorted. ) 

Dkto 



Cost 
price in 
England. 



L 9. d. 
q 18 o 

1 o 



O 18 O 10 



O 16 
17 

O 15 

13 
10 

O \0 6 

O 10 O 



Tsar 

value in 
Africa. 



ox, ae, 
O lO 

O 8 



!• 

10 

O 8 



6 
O 6 
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Goods, &c. (continued). 



Names of the various 
Goods. 



Bonny blue ditto < 



Hair ditto . . . 
Asshantee ditto . 

Chintz . . . < 

Ditto .... 
Danes, red, 8 > 
• handkerchiefs . 3 
Ditto, superfine . 
Linen, Silesias 
Cottons .... 
Stufis, Guinea . . 
Taffety .... 
Rum, ankers, 6 gall, 
Iron, bars . . . 
Lead, bars . . . 
Gunpowder, kegs. 
Ditto .... 
Tobacco, leaf, } 
hhds. . . .5 
Guns. . . . . 
pipes, boxes . . 
Pans, Brass. . . 
Pewter .... 
Tallow, kegs • . 



Remarks. 



Ditto fine small pat- ^ 
tern and blue borders 5 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Five colours, Devel- ) 

gree's best . . 5 
Two ditto .... 
Glasgow best mixed > 

patterns ... 5 

India 

Six yards 

London, 2 blues, 4 yards 
India, 2 blues best . 
Ditto small striped best 



Four 

Three to a barrel . . 
Six to ditto .... 
Large leafy and strong > 

best 5 

Dane and Buccaneer best 
Dutch best .... 

Assorted 

I,2,and3lb.basins: 3 lb. 



Cost 
price in 

England. 



Trade 
value in 
Africa. 



/. s. d. 
O 10 O 



8 
7 O 



15 
O 12 
12 



15 



12 

12 

7 



5 



oz, tic, 

O 6 

e 

o & 

8 

O 8 

o a 



O 8 



The value of goods in gold, on the Gold Coast, 
is estimated, projortnoj to be half the trade price, 
or half that price at which they were valued when 
bartered for slaves ; as they are now valued when 
bartered for ivory, and as estimated in the annexed 
columns opposite to their denominations. 

The prices in gold. are, nevertheless, governed 
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by the demand, and the qualities and patterns of 
the articles on sale. Thus, a red bejutapaut 
(Dutch pattern), valued at ten ackies in trade, may 
^ell for eight or nine ackies of gold; and a Tom 
Coffee, a broad ti^e, or a fine Bonny blue romal, 
of the value of six ackies in trade, may, and often 
does, sell for five ackies of gold. The other enu- 
merated articles are, of course, governed in price 
by the same operating causes. At one period I 
have sold a hogshead of tobacco, which cost 30Z. in 
England, for 260/. sterling in gold ; when, at an- 
other period, I could not obtain the cost price. 

Half says, green and yellow ells, being woollen, 
are most in demand a short time before the vernal 
equinox commences. Inferior goods are generally 
bartered for ivory, such as common romals, chel- 
loes, cottons, ankers of rum, iron and lead bars, 
gunpowder, guns, pipes, and beads. 

It is imprudent for any master of a vessel to take 
gold from the natives, in barter, without having a 
black gold-taker to examine it : for I have heard of 
those, who, depending on their own judgement, 
have brought to England what they conceived to 
be boxes of that precious metal, and which, on in- 
spection, proved to be ahnost wholly the filings 
taken from brass pans. A boat should therefore 
be sent to Cape Coast for gold-takers. 

A vessel should be provided with, two or three 
sets of scales;^ weights, and blow-pans, in order that 
the boats may be provided with them. 
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At all places of trade, ardent spirits have th^r 
strength reduced, by adding at the rate of one 
gallon of water to four gallons of spirits. 

An ounce of gold is valued at four pounds ster* 
ling^ and an acky of gold at five shillings. 



GOOnS SUITABLE TO BARTER FOR IVORY, PALM-OIL, 
&C. AT POPO, WYDAH, ARDRAH, BADAGRY, AND 
LAGOS. 



Names of the various 
Goods. 



Remarks. 



Cost 
price in 
England. 



Trade 
value in 
Africa. 



Chelloes . • • 

Sastracundieft . • 
Allijars .... 

Carrydarries . • 

Danes, red . . < 

Photaes ^ • • 
Romalt .... 

Siledas • • • ^ 

Chintz . • • • 

Cuttanees . . < 

*T«flitie8. . . j 

Luqcees . . . 

Bandannoet . • 

EngHshSilks . . 

Gunpowder . J 

Guns . • .^ • 

Iron Bars . . • 

Brandy, kegs . . 



India, small pattern best 
Ditto, good colour . 
Ditto, £tto .... 
Ditto, ditto • • • . 
Ditto, ditto, 8 hand- > 

kerchi^ ... 5 
Ditto, ditto .... 
Assorted, ditto • . • 
English, or German, 6 '1 
yards, alwajrs in great / 
demand • • • . 3 
En^h, 12 yards • . 
In£a, bright coloured > 

and figured, best . 5 
Ditto^ red, or red-> 

striped, best • • i 
Ditto ..*... 1 
Ditto, blue .... 1 
Per piece,figured &plam s 
Four k^ to the bar- ' 

re^ each . . . 
Soldiers' muskets • . o 
130 to the ton . • • o 
Six gallons each . ,0140 



o 16 o 
12 
O 12 O 
12 O 

10 O 

16 O 
8 6 

5 

18 

1 15 O 

8 



5 

10 O 

3 O 

16 O 

15 O 
O 



O 10 
10 
O 10 

e 10 

O 8 

8 
8 

2 

8 

1 O 

1 O 



1 
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Goods, &c. {contmued}. 



Nameft df the Tsrious 
Goods. 



Tobacco, rolls A 



\ 



Hpesy boxes 
Gin, kegs, or cases 

Coral, real • 

Ditto, mock 

Cowries • . 

Handkerchiefs, 

Cala^ 



efs, I 
lullicats . • 5 



awapores 



Remarks. 



Cost 
price in 
Snglaiid. 



Brazil, if fresh, always ) 
in great demand • 1 



Always in great de- ^ 
mand, price arbitrary S 



L s. d. 

1 10 

4 6 
O 14 



16jDOOtotheo&alwa3r8 > 
in demand . • • ) 

India, bright coloured } 
and red • • • • 5 

Ditto < 



0^> 



15 
O 11 O 



Trade 

value in 
Aftiet. 



1 O 



1 O 



Vessels trading at these places require one or 
two canoes, and a set of canoe-men, both of which 
are to be obtained at Cape Coast* The canoes may 
be purchased cheaper at Chamah, and fitted at 
Cape Coast. Those suitable for the purpose, cost, 
when completed, eight c^ ten ounces of gold; and 
the canoe-men, in number twenty-cMie, receive 
monthly wages and subsistence during the time they 
are employed. The surf <m this line of coast being 
very heavy, and the natives never passing it, either 
for the purpose of fishing, or trade, and boats be- 
ing at all times unavailable for the purpose of coqir 
municatii^ w^ the shor^ renders a canoe, and 
canoe-men of the above description indispensable. 
Huts are erected on the .beach (except at Popo, 
where the town itsdf stands), where officers from 
the vessels reside, to receive the goods and forward 
them to their places of destination. The natives of 
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Grewhe are particularly adroit at purloining goods 
from the parcels sent by them, however well se- 
cured; and tiieir neighbours of Ardrah, Badagry, 
and Lagos, are not much their inferiors in light- 
fingered dexterity. The Fantee canoe-men are 
thieves to a man. 

The natives of Little Popo have always possessed 
a good trade in ivory, and much might be obtained 
at a ^eap rate, as also palm-oil, both at Ardrah 
and Lagos; but particularly at the latter place, now 
that the trade in slaves^ north of the equator, is 
abolished by all nations. 

Lagos is particularly well situated, as having a 
communication by water with Ardrah and Badagry; 
as also with those populous towns, Cradoo and 
Quassi (Kosi of Bowditch), on the north-east mar- 
gin of Cradoo lake; which lake contracts at its 
eastern extremity, like that of Ardrah, and com- 
municates with Gatto creek. 

Vessels bound here, ought to obtain on the Gold 
Coast what fire-wood may be required for the con- 
sumption of the voyage, as it is of a superior quality, 
more easily procured, and cheaper than at any of 
these places. 

The duties paid by vessels trading for ivory are 
moderate. Slave-ships paid heavy sums, particu- 
larly at. Wydah and Lagos. At these places, as 
on the Gold Coast, accounts are kept in ounces 
and ackies, sixteen ackies making one ounce. 
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Business is transacted in fac^ries, situated in the 
principal towns. 



MERCHANDISE SUITABLE TO BARTER FOR IVORY 
AND PALM-OIL, AT BENIN AND WARRE. 



Names of the various 
Goods. 



Silks, English 

Cuttanees . 
Taffity . . 
Damask . . 
Lungees 
Handkerchiefs^ 
pullicats . 

Coral . . . 

Romals . . 

Chelloes 
Gunpowder 
Guns . . 
Iron . . . 



Remarks. 



Pieces both of plain ) 

and figured ... 5 

India, plain and figured 

Assorted 

A few pieces. . . . 
India 

Ditto, good red colour 

Real, in great demand, ^ 
per string ... 5 
Assorted,Bonny blues, 
red border, best . 
India, small pattern 
70 kegs to the bartel 
Common .... 



Cost 
price in 
England. 



/. *. d, 



1 15 
1 15 
9 
1 10 O 

1 10 O 

10 



Trade 
value in 
Africa. 



Assorted, black point, > 

bird's eye, china,&c. 5 
2 gallons each . . . 
6 gallons each . . . 
Not in great demand, ) 

per cwt S 

Brazil in great de- > 

mand, at all times . S 
India, good colour, 8 > 

han&erchiefs . . 5 
Ditto, ditto .... 



Beads . . 

Brandy, jars 
Ditto, ankers 

Salt . . . 
Tobacco, rolls 

Danes, red . 

Allijars . . 
Pipes . . 

Common Hats, Earthenware, Looking-glasses, and 
ware, assorted. 
Sixty or seventy tons of Salt in each cargo. 
R 






16 











10 





5 





2 6 





4 6 





12 








1 


10 





10 





10 





6 6 



pawns. 

. O 

10 
10 

O 

8 



6 

n 

4 



I 
12 



4 
2 

Hard- 
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At Benin and Warr^ much palm-oil and ivory 
may be obtained, and there can be no doubt at a 
much cheaper rate than either at Bonny, Calabar, 
or Camaroons^ because the competition between 
traders at the latter places, during several seasons, 
has been so considerable as to raise the prices of 
palm*oil from lOZ. to 14/. sterling per ton; and some 
of the traders have been so foolish as to pay more 
for the ivory which they purchased at the Cama- 
roons, than it would actualty sell for in England. 

A vessel of 250 tons' burthen is probably the best 
size for this trade, carrying out upon her deck two 
boats as large as she can conveniently stow, with 
decks, masts, sails^ &c. fitted, and ready to be put 
in theit births, as soon as the boats are hoisted 
out A factory established at Lagos, with the ship 
lying off Benin bar, would perhaps be the best ar- 
rangement for giving facility to the voyage, as the 
&ctory at Lagos would sweep the markets (sup- 
posing the country to be tranquil, and competition 
not to exist) of Ardrah, Badagry, and the towns on 
the margin of Cradoo lake. The small boat should 
keep up the communication between the ship and 
the factory, at which latter place the canoe should 
be stationed, and by its medium the goods migfat 
be landed on the beach a little to leeward of the 
river, the portage from thence to the town being 
moderate. By adopting this mode of getting goods 
to the factory, contrary to tlie usual practice of 
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English vessels, the health of the boat's crew will 
be preserved, and the unavoidable risk of the boat 
being upset upon the bar prevented; both of which 
are of th^ ytmost importance in a voyage of this 
description. 

Jn thjB larger boat, the trade in^^y be Carried op 
off New Town, in Benin river. A few Fantee 
s^orp, hired on the Gold Coast, and who can re- 
turn home in the canoe when the chip's loading is 
compl^«d, will be found of infinite service in na- 
vigatipg the large boat, and be the means of saving 
the liyes of many of the ship's crew. 

The customs levied on vessels for Benin and 
Warre, are moderate. The medium of exchange 
is salt; but accounts are kept in pawns, the valup 
of one of which is equal to a bar in Bonny, 
averaging from two to three shillings sterling each. 

In trading for oil and ivory, it will be unneces- 
sary to establish ^ factory at Gatto, as was the 
practice of slave ships, unless a competitor has 
fixed one in that town. 



MERCIIANDISE SUITABJ^P TO BARTER FOR PALM- 
OIL AND IVORY, AT BONNY. 



Names pf the various 
Goods. 



Bafts, blu0 
Chelloes 



Hemark9k 



India, best . . . . 
Ditto, small pattern, 
deep blue . . . : 

R4 



Cost 
price Ib 

England. 



/. 8. d. 
18 

16 



Trade 
value in 
Africa. 



bars, 
4i 
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MERCHANDISE, &c. (continued.) 



Names of the various 
Goods. 



Bejutapauts . < 

Neganipauts . . 
Niccanees . . . 
Photaes. . . . 
Ciishtaes . . . 
Romals, Bonny, > 
blue ... J 
Ditto, Tape . . 
Ditto, common . 
Bandannoes • • 
PuUicats . . . 

Chintz .. - \ 

Iron bars . . . 
Guns .... 
Ditto, French & ) 
Spanish . . . ) 
Gunpowder 
Neptunes . 
Msmiiloes . 
Copper Rods 
Ox Horns . 



Beads, assorted. 



Flints . . . 

Hardware .. . 

Brandy . . . 
Hats. . . . 
Worsted Caps 



Remarks. 



Ditta, Dutch ditto, } 
deep red ... 5 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Manchester .... 

Ditto 

India, small pattern,) 
red border, best . 5 

Ditto 

Manchester .... 

India, yellow, best 

Ditto 

English, large pattern, ) 
blues best ... 5 

160 bars to the ton . 

Soldier's muskets, best 



70 kegs to the barrel . 



40 to a bar . 
In boxes 
Rough 



Rough . . . 6 for 
China, black points, -^ 
bird's eye, barley- f 
corn, and guinea- ? 
guinea, &c. . . .3 



Assorted, in razors, 
scissors, knives, &c. 
English, in puncheons 
Common, 24«.per dozen 



Cost 
price in 
England. 



18 



O 10 



10 O 
8 

10 
5 O 



12 



t 
15 



10 











Trade 
value in 
Africa. 



bars, 

4i 

H 



s 
s 

4i 
4* 

} 

4 



H 
s 

1 

4* 
1 

1 

1 



Fifty tons of Salt in each cargo. 
The trade in palm oil has been increasing at 
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Bonny for some time past. Five vessels, of the 
burthen of 300 tons each, have obtained full car- 
goes there during the two last seasons, the cost 
price of which was from 12/. to 15/. sterling per 
ton. It ought to be remarked, that, when the 
slave-trade here was in its greatest activity, masters 
of vessels sometimes found much difficulty in ob- 
taining two or three puncheons of palm-oil for the 
use of the slaves on the middle passage, and have 
been compelled to send for it to Old Calabar. 

The natives of Bonny are expert traders, and 
obtain from masters of vessels very extensive credits, 
who grant them this indulgence, in order to bind 
them to their interests, and. the great secret of the 
trade, both here and at Old Calabar, where credit 
is even more extensively given, is to discriminate 
properly in whom to place confidence ; for many of 
them are so unprincipled, that, afler having obtained 
in this way a large amount of goods from one cap- 
tain, they take their native produce for sale to 
another. Others, however, are very punctual in 
their dealings ; and when they see a captain too 
liberal in lending or giving, advise him to be more 
circumspect, or, to speak in one of their metaphors, 
to keep his hand shut. 

The Customs, or duties payable by a ship, 
amount to about 150/. sterling. 

Palm-oil is purchased by the puncheon. 
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MERCHANDISE SUITABLE iPOR OLD CAtABAR. 



Names of the various 
Goods. 



Photaes . . , 
Allijars . . . 
Sastracundies . 
Carrydarries , 
Romals, Tom 
Coffee . . 
Asshantee . , 

Bonny blue . 

Broad Tape . 
Quaducker 
Danes, red 
Bafb, blue 
Lungees 
Pullicats 
Chintz . 
Gunpowder 

XJfuni .. 

Ditto . . 



Beads 



Iron Bars . 
Lead ditto . 
Copper Rods 
Flints . . 



.! 



1 



Hardware 



Remarks. 



India> in great estimatiion 

DittO) & of go(>d colour 

Ditto, ditto . . . 

Ditto, ditto . . . 

Ditto, always in de- 
mand, best . . . 

Ditto, ditto . . * 

Ditto, ditto, red-bord- 
ers, best . . . 

Ditto, ditto . h . 

Ditto, ditto . . . 

Glasgow, ditto . . 

India 

Ditto 

Ditto 

English, large pattern 

Per barrel ... 

Soldier's musketSjWith J 
brass pans, in great 5 
demand ... .3 

Common .... 

China, blaek pK>int,> 
bird's-eye, guinea- i 
guinea, &c. China f 
are in the greatest/' 
estimation . .perl 
bunch . . . . y 

160 to the ton . . .0 8 

A box , , , % i 



Assorted, in scissors, "J 
knives, ftisEoi-s, locks, 5 
needles, &c. &c^ . ,J 



Cost 


Trade 


price in 


Vakein 


England. 


Africa. 


L s. d. 


coppers 


18 O 


&0 


10 


24 


12 


24 


12 


S4 



lO 



10 6 

18 O 
15 

1 5 
O 18 O 
3 5 

1^ 

11 



2 6 



24 



24 
^4 
24 
24 
24 
300 

40 

&0 
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MERCHANDISE, &c. (continued). 



Names of the various 
Goods. 



Remarks. 



Cost 
price in 
England. 



Trade 
value in 
Africa. 



Earthenware 



•1 



Stone Jars, 2 galls. 
Brandy .... 
Rum. • . . 



Assorted^n mugs, jugs, ^ 
basons, plates, &c. / 
Mugs with covers ? 
always sell well . . 3 



/. s. d. 



coppers 



English, in puncheons . 
Leeward Island, ditto . 



Salt an important article of trade, and is sold in tubs of 
36lb8., for 4 coppers per tub. 

A considerable trade in palm-oil was carried cm 
at Old Calabar, during the'existence rf the slave- 
trade, and has augmented very much in the last 
four or five years. In the last season, not less than 
two thousand tons have been imported into Liver- 
pool from thence. 

TTie oil is purchased by the tub, or crue, often 
gallons, for eighteen coppers, the price varying ac- 
cording to the demand; and eighteen cc^pers may 
be deemed a high price, the oil costing at that rate 
nearly 14?/. sterling per ton. 

Salt being very cheap in Liverpool, and always 
in demand at Calabar, the vessels going there ge- 
nerally take, of that article, the amount of their 
register tonnage, beside a well assorted cargo of 
the other enumerated articles. 

A house on shore, for the storage of oil as it is 
purchased, is therefore requisite, until a quantity of 
salt is disposed of, so that the oil can be received 
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on board. The casks which receive it are carried 
out in shakes, and set up in the country, much 
precaution being used in trimming and coating 
them. In consequence, vessels take three or tour 
coopers, the mortality among that class of artificers 
being generally great, by reason of much of their 
duty being performed on shore. 

The duties payable amount to about 25Ql sterling, 
a moiety of which goes to Duke Ephraim, the 
principal chief: the residue is divided amongst the 
minor chiefs. The currency of the country is 
copper rods. 

Bar wood is obtained at a very cheap rate; but its 
value in England is so much reduced, that few 
vessels take more than is sufficient for broken stow- 
age and dunnage. 

Many of the traders expect and receive credit to 
a great extent : a master of a vessel, therefore, in 
selecting those in whom to place ^confidence, ought 
to be possessed of sound judgement and acute dis- 
crimination. 

MERCHANDISE SUITABLE TO BARTER FOR A SMALL 
CARGO OF IVORY AND BARWOOD, AT AMBRIZE, 
CABENDA, MALEMBA, LOANGO, AND MAJUMBA. 



Names of the various 
Gookls. 




Remarks. 


Cost 
price in 
England. 


Bafts, blue . . . 
N^anipauts . . . 
Chdloes .... 
Romals, Danes . . 


50 
50 
50 
50 


India, best. • a IBs, 
Ditto ... a 16*. 
Ditto . . . a 16*. 
Ditto ... a I2s, 


45 

40 
40 
30 
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MEECHANDiSE, &c. (continued). 



Names of the various 
Goods. 



Remarks. 



Cost 
price in 
England. 



Gunpowder . . 
Earthenware . • 
Rum, puncheons 
Iron Bars . . . 
Neptunes, tub . 
Brass Rods, boxes 
Blue Cloth, pieces 
Baize, pieces 
Stone Jars . » » 
Salt 

Guns . . . p 



Hardware . 

Pipes, boxes 
Umbrellas 



10 
8 
5 

500 

1 
1 

5 

5 

200 

40 

100 



Barrels ... a 60s, 
Crates of common lOOx. 
Leeward Island a 220s, 
.... 2 tons 



. . al3«. peryard 
. . a 3«. . . . 
igalLeach it. . . . 
Tons . a 20s. per ton 
Birding and Tower, 
a 12#. each . • • 
Cask assorted, in *} 
knives, scissors, ra^ > 
zors, &c, ... .3 

Dozen, colours various 



£. 
SO 

40 

55 

52 
35 
4 
5S 
10 
10 
40 

60 

20 

2 
50 



£558 



This abstract is adequate to purchase four or five 
tons of iyory, and from fifty to one hundred tons of 
barwood, unless there is much competition. An 
extensive trade in ivory is carried on at the above 
places, and on the line of coast extending from 
Majumba to Gaboon. At the latter places, bar- 
wood is also obtained of good quality. 

Fast-sailing vessels, of the burthen of 80 tons, 
and from that to 120 tons, are the sizes most suit- 
able to be employed in the ivory trade. Business 
is generally transacted on shore. 

Ivory is often purchased on this coast at so 
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moderate a price, as to leave a good profit for the 
adventurer, although much tune is consumed in ob- 
taining it When a vessel has finished her pur- 
chase of ivory, her cargo is completed with bar- 
wood, at Majumba, or Gaboon. 

ITie currency of the country is mats made from 
the bamboo. Cloth is valued by the piece and 
fathom ; and other goods bear a relative value. 

Hie duties payable at the various places of trade 
are inconsiderable. A few presents, of small va- 
lue, given to the principal men, is all that is ex- 
pected firom vessels trading for ivory. 

The natives of Cape Lopez, River Danger, and 
Corisco, are treacherous, and should be watched. 

AN ABSTRACT OF A CARGO SUITABLE TO PURCHASE 
100 TONS OF PALM-OIL AT CALABAR, AT 14/. 
FEB TON. 







£. 


Coppers, 


100 Tons of Salt 


- 


100 - 


- 6,200 


50 BaiTels<^ Gunpowder - 


- 


150 - 


. 15/)00 


SOO Bolder^ MuskeCB 


- 


185 - 


- 8,000 


£00 Photaes . * . 


- 


140 . 


- 6/)00 


300 Romaisy assorted - 


- 


162 - 


- 7,200 


130 Allijars - - . 


- 


50 - 


- 2,400 


100 Sastracundies 


. 


60 - 


- 2,400 


20 Pieces Lungee Handkerchiefs 


25 . 


800 


20 PiecesPulScat - 


- 


25 - 


800 


100 Pieces Chintz, En^iefa 


- 


90 . 


- 2,400 



^1,037 51,200 
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AN ABSTRACT, &c. (continued). 

£. Coppers. 

Brought over - -1,037 - - 5l,200 

6 Puncheons of Brandy - ^ es ^ • 4,480 
Beads, Iron Bars, Copper Rods^ 
, Hardware, Earthenware, Hats, 

Caps, &c. - - - . 247 - - 10>62O 

aei,400 66,300 



i^AMAROONS FOR ONE TON OF IVORY, VALUED AT 
200/. 

15 Tons of Salt - 15 

17 Barrels of Gunpowder <- . . ^ . $1 

50 Tower Guns - - » ^ - . 50 

10 Blue Bafts ------- 10 

20 Photaes, Manchester ----- 7 

20 Romals, Ditto -.-.-- 7 

10 India Romals ------ 5 

10 ChelloM 9 

1 Puncheon of Brandy 10 

20 Brass Pans - 15 

Beads, Iron, Lead Chests, Hardware and 

Earthenware 31 



Ten tons of Salt added to the above ««dOltmem is adequate 
to purchase, at the same place, 20 tons of Bedm-OH. 

CStms, Gunpowder, N^plunes, and mock Coral, always in 
great demand. 
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GOODS ADAPTED TO PURCHASE 100 TONS OF PALM- 
OIL, AT BONNY, AT 10/. PER TON. 

£, Bars. 

*l 50 Barrels of Gunpowder - - 450 - - 15,750 
300 Tower proof, and French Mus- 
kets ... - 180 - - 1,200 
300 Tape, or Bonny blue Romals - 180 - - 900 
Beads, Neptunes, Brandy, Ma- 
nilloes. Copper Rods, Ox- 
Horns, &c. - - - 190 - - 2,500 



jei,000 20,350 



AT CAPE LAHOO, AND ADJACENT PLACES, TO 
PURCHASE ONE TON OF IVORY. 

£. oz. ac 

120 Half-ounce kegs of Gunpow- 
der - - - 
50 Dane, or Buccaneer Guns 
40 Ankers of Brandy 
50 Common Romals 
15 Chelloes, common 
15 Bejutapauts, common - 
20 Half Cottons - 
10 Boxes of Pipes - 
Iron Bars, Lead Bars, Dutch 
Knives, Earthenware, and 
Hardware - - - - 27 - - 15 



r- 
- 60 


. 


. 


6a 





- 35 


- 


- 


18 


12 


- 22 


- 


- 


11 





- 20 


- 


- 


25 





:;:» 


- 


- 


18 


12 


6 


- 


m 


5 





3 


. 


- 


3 


12 



j€200 159 12 
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REMARKS ON GOODS SUITABLE TO BARTER IN 
AFRICA. 



INDIA COTTON GOODS. 
BLUE BAFTS 

Are always in demand at Bonny, Camaroons, and 
Coast of Angola; some are also required at Calabar, 
It is a piece of cloth, that cannot be imitated so well 
in England, but that the natives of Africa can dis- 
cover the coimterfeit, and invariably give a decided 
preference to those of India. The price has varied, 
from 16^. to 405. 

BEJUTAPAUTS, BLUE AND RED, 

Are always in demand on the Gold Coast, espe- 
cially those of the Dutch pattern, and which are 
also suitable for the Calabar trade. Price from 1 85. 
to 25s, each. 

CHELLOE. 

This is a good piece of cloth at Bonny, Calabar, 
Gaboon, Camaroons, and Coast of Angola; those 
which are fine, and put up in paper, are most suit- 
able for the Gold Coast. Price I6s. to 25s, each. 
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NICCANEE. 

Those of the French pattern are most esteemed 
on the Gold Coast. Price from 145. to 22^. 

PHOTAES. 

This piece of cloth is in estimation at Old Cala- 
bar, it is also esteemed at Popo, and Wydab. 
Price 155. to 255. each. 

TAPSAIL. 

A useful piece of cloth, and might be success- 
fully imitated at Manchester. Prioe 125. to 185. 
each. 

NEGANIPAUTS. 

If, of a good pattern, it is in general demand. 
Price 165. to 21 5. each. 

ABBAPHOTAE, OB TOM COFFEE ROMAL. 

A favourite piece of goods on the Gold Coast, 
and also at Calabar. Price from J 25. to 205. each. 

BONNY BLUE ROMAL. 

Tliis piece of handkerchiefs is always in demand 
on the Gold Coast, Bonny, Calabar, and Cama- 
roons. On the Gold Coast those having blue 
borders, and that are very fine, are in most esti- 
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mation, and those with red borders are preferred at 
Bonny, &c. Price 95. to 145. 

TAPE ROMAL, 

In demand on the Gold Coast, and also at Bonny, 
Calabar, and Camaroons. Those having blue 
borders are preferred on the Gold Coast, red bor- 
ders are esteemed at the latter places. Price 105. 

to 145. 

ABANG ROMAL. 

Suitable for the Gold Coast, Bonny, and Cala* 
bar. Price 95. to 125. 

QUADUCKER ROMAL. 

Suitable for Calabar. Price 95. to 1 15. 6d: 

ASSHANTEE ROMAL. 

Particularly adapted for Calabar. Price Ss. to 
105. 6d. 

HAIR ROMALS. 

A common piece of handkerchiefs, but dieap 
and useful. Price from 75. 6d. to 95. 6d. 

RED DANE ROMALS, 

In eight handkerchiefs, and tea handkerchief 
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pieces. In request at all places of trade. Those 
of Glasgow are preferred on the Gold Coast Price 
from 8s. to 20^. 

ALLIJARS, SASTRACUNDIES, AND CALAWAPORES. 

Those of a bright red colour are always pre- 
ferred, and circulate at the diflFerent places of trade, 
from Popo to Camaroons. Price ll5. to 155. 

WHITE BAFTS, OR GURRAHS. 

Suitable for Bonny and Calabar. Price, from 
175. to 2l5. 

HOO HOOS. 

Adapted for Wydah, Ardrah, Lagos, and Benin. 
Price 185. to 245. 

CHOLLETS. 

Adapted for Wydah and Ardrah. Price 95. to 
ll5. 6d. 

CHINTZ, 

Patna, and five coloured, adapted for the Gold 
Coast. Price 155. to 2l5. 

CHINTZ. 

Devalgree, in great demand on the Gold Coast 
Price, from 195. to 255. 
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GUINEA STUFF 

Checked, blue without any border is esteemed 
on the Gold Coast. Price, from 5s, to 75. 6d. 



INDIA SILKS. 
TAFFITY. 

Small-striped is the favourite pattern on the Gold 
Coast, but plain red atWydah, Ardrah, Lagos, 
and Benin. Price, from 405. to 505. 

CUTTENEE, 

Plain and figured, cotton and silk mixed. This 
piece of cloth is held in much estimation at Wydah, 
L^os, and Benin. Price, from 405. to 505. 

SARRY, 

Htjlhly valued on the Gold Coast, if the pattern 
is a sniall striped one. Price, 255. to SO5. 

^ BANDANNA, 

Yellow, in great esteem at Bonny, Price, from 
305. to 355. per piece. 

LUNGEE HANDItERCHIEFS, 

In demand at Calabar and Camaroons, Pjrice, 
^5s. to 355. per piece. 
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PULLICAT HANDKERCHIEFS* 

Adapted tor Wydah, BeHui, Cakbar, and Cfr* 
maroons. Price, from 255. to 90y. 



ENGLISH MANUFACTURED COTTON OOOD6* 
CHINTZ. 

A heavy piece of goods; the colours^ are bkie and 
white, and red and white; patterns various, and 
generally large. These are adapted for Bonny, 
Calabar, Camaroons, Gaboon, and Angola. Price, 
from ISs. to'2l5. 

PHOTEES, CUSHTAES) AND ROMALS. 

These are blue and white striped, coarse in 
quality, and adapted 'for Bonny, Camarppiis, and 
Gaboon. Price, from 75. to 105. 6d. 

3WB Bt4FTS. 

O&m Huh^tiM&Si fyx those c^ India^ altbough 
very inferior in quality^ Price, from 17s. to 2$s* 

AIXIJAR COTTONS'. 

In general estimation at the different places of 
trade. Price, from 75. to 95. 6rf. ' 
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SILESIAS, 

Sinen^ six yards. These are always in demand, 
but particularly at Popo, Wydah, and Lagos. 
Price 5s. 



WOOLLEN GOODS, 
HALF SAYS 

Are much esteemed on the Gold Coast. Those 
made by Knipe and Partridge only, should be sent 
there. Price 22s. 

GREEN ELLS AND YELLOW ELLS. 

Adapted for the Gold Coast, although some of 
the latter colour are used at Benin. Price 2ls. 

MOOB BLUE CLOTH 

Adapted fot the coast generally* Price, bom 
e$. to 12s. per yard. 

BAIZE, BLUE, 

Sells at Angola. Rice 3s. 6d. per yard. 

WORSTED CAPS, 

Red, adapted for Boimy and Calabar, Cama« 
roonst and Gaboon. 

82 



Digitized by 



Google 



260 APPENDIX. 

HATS, 

Gammon, in general request, 245. per dozen. 

SPIRITS. 

British Brandy was preferred at Bonny and Cala- 
bar, but the natives of those places, now prefer 
French Brandy, or Rum. 

RUM 

Is held in most estimation on the Gold Coast, 
especially that manufactured in America; Leeward 
Island rum is suitable for the Coast of Angola. 

FRENCH BRANDY 

Is esteemed at Wydah, Ardrah, Lagos, and 
Benin; also, Hollands Gin, in cases of i§ix bottles, 
and twelve bottles. Spirit used In tradeis generally 
reduced to three-fourths of the proof strength. At 
Bcmny to two-thirds, where pepper is made to sup- 
ply the deficiency of strength. The captains care- 
ful of the health of the natives, soak a quantity of 
dry bird-pepper in brandy, which is strained off 
and put into the brandy, at the. time it is mixed 
with water, this gives it pungency and prevents 
detection. 

GUNPOWDER. 

To be saleable, should be of good quality, al- 
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though much of a very inferior description has 
been sent from England (and Liverpool in parti- 
cular) to Africa, which has caused the natives to 
give that brought by the Dutch and Danish traders 
a decided preference. 

GUNS. 

Those called Danes are preferred at Cape La 
Hoo, and Accra; at the former place buccaneer 
guns are also esteemed. The Tower proof musket 
is adapted for the Gold Coast trade generally, and 
also for Wydah, Lagos, and Benin; at the latter 
place birdingguns are sometimes in request. French 
muskets, also English military ones,arQ^esteemed at 
Bonny; the greater proportion of the nmskets 
taken to that place during the existence of the sdave 
trade have been of a bad quality* The extreme 
humidity of the atmosphere, and the saline particles 
floating in it, causes articles manufactured of iron, 
or steel, however highly polished, to rust imme- 
diately on exposure to it; the natives, therefore, in- 
variably give a preference to those guns the furni- 
ture, or mountings, of which are brass; those having 
pans made of that composition are in great request 
at Calabar. The main springs of all guns taken to 
Africa should be strong, so that when they are in 
the act of being cocked, they should click very loud, 
or talk, as the blacks call it; and the louder they 
talk, the better opinion they have of their quality. 
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Tower proof, also birding, guns are siiitaMe fi^r 
Angola. TTie priees vary from 7s. to I6s. 6d. 

TOBACCO, 

North American, of a dark, leafy, strong quality, 
is preferred to that which is of a fine quality and 
flavour. It is suitable, for the Windward and Gold 
Coasts. 

SOUTH AMERICAN, OR BRAZIL, TOBACCO 

. Is that which is exported from Bahia to A&ica 
in rolls weighing eighty pounds each. This to- 
bacco is pr^erred in Asshantee, Dahomy, Hio, 
Housa, Jaboo, Lagos, and Benin, to every other 
kind; the xoarkets of which have hitherto been 
constantly and well supplied with it by the Portu- 
guese slave-trades, ^ut now that the trade in 
slaves is totally abolished north of th^ equator, two 
or three small cargoes of tobacco, &€m Bahia might 
probi^)ly be bartered away for ivory and gold to ad- 
vantage, in the line of coast from D^Elmina toBe* 
nin. At Bonny, Calabar, and Angoli^ tobacco is 
cultivated. 

SAJ.T 

Was fi»rmerly in great demand at Benin, but the 
demand has subsequcAitly declined; nevertheless, a 
vessel going there for oil and ivory should take fifty 
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or one hundred tons. At Calabar and Camaroons 
salt has always been in extensive demahd, and res- 
sels going to Angola generally take My tons each. 
As the trade in palm-oil increases in Bonny, salt, 
in all probability, will become more in demand, 
vessels trading there^ take at present about fifty 
tons each. 

IRON 

Is in general demand. At Bonny avaricious men 
hoard it, as it does not spoil in keeping. Tie 
usual sized bars average one hundred and eighty 
bars to the ton weight. 

LEAD BARS 

Average about three pounds weight each, and 
are in general demand. They are converted by the 
Africans into slugs and balls. 

BRASS PANS, NEPTUNES, AND XJEXTtES^ 

Are in general demand, but are considered losbg 
articles of trade, but highly necessary to complete 
an assorted cargo for Africa* 

COWRIES 

Are shells brought to Europe from the Malclive 
islands in the East Indies, and are always in great 
demand atWydah, Ardrah, and Lagos, at which 
places they are not only the medium of exchange, 
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but from whence they are also sent to Dahomy^ 
Hio,' Housa, Jaboo, and into the very heart of 
North Africa, where it is known they are the circu-^ 
lating currency. If any of the rivers in the Gulf 
of Guinea^ or on the Coast of Angola, commu- 
nicated with the Niger, it might be expected those 
shells, in such extensive circulation and demand in 
North Africa, would be in demand at Bonny, Ca- 
labar, Camaroons, or the Congo: but such not being 
the fact, is a circumstance which makes against the 
probability of any of those rivers in the Gulf of 
Guinea extending much to the northward of their 
embouchures. Cowries sell in England, from 40/. 
to 80/. per ton. 

BEADS 

are much esteemed in Benin, Bonny, Calabar, and 
Camaroons, also on the coast of Angola : they vary 
in price, and some of them are considered an ex- 
pensive article of merchandise ; but they cannot be 
dispensed with. 

HARDWARE AND EARTHENWARE, 

Such as has been enumerated in the tables, pay 
well, if properly laid in at the places where they are 
manufactured. 

The goods enumerated in the different columns 
are valued nearly at what their minimum prices 
have been for some years past, when those im- 
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ported from India have been cheap, witli tfie ex- 
ception of Photaes and Romals of fine quality, and 
of fiivourite patterns. 

Besides the cargoes sent in vessels to Africa, the 
captains generally take with them a few presents 
for those chiefs with whom they mean to trade, and 
whose favour and interest it is important for them 
to obtain. These presents chiefly consist of gold- 
laced h&tSf silver-headed canes, pieces of rich silk, 
and embroidered coats and waistcoats. 

In trading with the Africans, punctuality is of 
great importance»^ paying them to the last farthing 
whatever is their due : and in all transactions with 
them, it is not only just, but politic, to deal ho- 
nourably with tliem, never taking an unfair ad- 
vantage of the ignorance of any individual, by 
which means their confidence is acquired. A trader 
once overreached by an European, becomes an 
object of ridicule to his townsmen, and will not 
easily be induced to traffic again with the same in- 
dividual, particularly if he can obtaia fi*om another 
such goods as he may require in barter for the 
commodities he has for sale. It is humane, as well 
as necessary, to indulge them in any trifling de- 
mand they may have occasion to make, provided 
they are not too expecting and importunate. 

THE END. 



O.Woodfall, Printer, 
Angel Cowrt, Skinner Street, London. 
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